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service. The whole number of the militia id 59,636, comprising 
.nine divisions and forty-five regiments. 

During the lost fiscal year, the amount received into the treasury, 
to the credit of tlie common school interest fund, being the revenue 
ol the common school fund for that year, was $20,989 41 and during 
the same period 828,076 06 were distributed in accordance with ex- 
isting provisions of law for support of schools. 

The revenue of the University fund, the last year, was $9,708 
62. In accordance with the provisions of "an act authorizing the 
receipt of obligations of this State in payment of University lands," ap- 
proved Feb. 28, 1844, and of "an act for the relief of the University 
of Michigan," approved March 11; 1844; the indebtedness of the 
University, on account of the money borrovved for its use, is reduced 
to $60,787 52. This diminution of its debt, will greatly relieve tha 
institution from its previous embarrassments. 

lam not aware that any legislative action is expected or required 
at the present session, essentially altering the system of education, 
now existing in the Stale. If any change be deemed necessary, it 
is believed that it should be restricted to the management of the fbndi 
devoted to that purpose. The strictest accountability should be re- 
quired of all in any way intrusted with the sale of school and Uni- 
versity lands, or with the investment of their proceeds. Losses in some 
instances have already been sustained, and the utmost caution should 
be observed to prevent their recurrence. 

The number of students in the University is about fifty ; and th« 
number in its branches, though varying at different periods of the 
year, exceeds one hundred and fiftj. The number of children in, 
the State, between the ages of four and eighteen years, reported to 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction, is eighty thousand four 
hundred and seventy-five ; and the number taught in common schools, 
seventy thousand two hundred and twenty-seven. The low standard 
of the qualification of teachers in these primary institutions, is found 
to be one of the greatest impediments to the advancement of educa- 
tion. The interest, however, that seems recently awakened, and tb« 
increased attention that is every where paid to the subject will, it is 
believed, correct this evil. 



Th« banks yet remaining have, as the price of their existence, 
continued specie payments during the year ; and what is equally gra- 
tifying and extraordinary in the history ofour State for several years, 
the public have not suffered loss by bank failures or by the deprecia- 
tion of bank paper. The losses, however, sustained in former year% 
as well by individuals as by the State itself, afford a sufficient warn- 
ing against hasty and ill-advised legislation on the subiect of banks, 
and against a multiplication of their number. 

For the exchange of commodities gold and silver have been estab* 
lished as a medium on account of their scarcity and the impossibility 
of increasing excessively their amount. Banks are established for 
an opposite reason — because they supply an abundant currency, and 
are capable of increasing its quantity without limitation. A like an- 
omaly scarcely exists. 
I Excessive bank issues may give a temporary and fictitious value 
/ to property ; but neither paper money, nor yet the precious metals 
I furnish the true standard of value. As labor produces all wealth, so 
labor alone supplies that standard. Commodities can only be estima- 
ted by the amount of labor required in their production. Grold and 
silver even are valued by the labor necessary to obtain them from 
the mines. 

The States are interdicted by the Federal Constitution from coin- 
ing money, emitting bills of credit, and from making any thing but 
gold and silver coin a tender in the payment of debts. This wise and 
salutary provision embraces the whole subject of currency, and was 
doubtless intended to secure to the United States a circulating medium 
consisting of the precious metals, to the exclusion of paper in every 
fbrm. 

The utter failure of bank paper to give that aid to the business of 

the country which its advocates claim to be its province to afford, a- 

'^ side from all other considerations, furnishes a sufficient reason 

I against the increase of banks. To bank issues, as a measure of re- 

' lief^ recourse has so often been had without success, that confidence 

in their efficacy has long since been destroyed. 

The field work of the Geological and Topographical survey of the 
lower peninsula of the State,' has been brought to a ciose^ and much 
has been done toward preparing the final report upon this portion of 
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ANNUAL MESSAGE of the Governor. 

Fellow citizent of the Senate and of the 

House of Represntatives : 

During the year now brought to a close. Divine Providence has con- 
tinued to extend to us its manifold blessings for which, with a due sense 
of our dependence, we should not be forgetful to render our thanks. 

Few changes of importance have taken place in public affairs 
since the last annual session of the legislature. 

In view of the fact that a commissioner has been appointed to pre^ 
pare an entire revision of the laws, and instructed to make report of 
his labors at your next session ; many subjects of general legislatiou* 
that otherwise might now require your attention, may perhaps with 
advantage be postponed. 

By a joint resolution, approved February 6, 1 843, an amendmei^t 
was proposed to the constitution changing the time of holding the 
general election from the first Monday in November, and the dajT 
following, to the first Tuesday in November. The proposed amend- 
ment was agreed to by the last legislature by a nrutjority of two-thirds 
of the members elected to each house, and was submitted to the peo- 
ple at the late election, under the joint resolution of January 27* 
1844. As provided by the last mentioned resolutiiDD, it will be your 
duty to canvass the returns of the several boards of county canvass- 
ers and to declare the result. If the amendment has been adopted, of 
which there can be no doubt, further legislation will foe required to 
make the existing election laws conform thereto. 

By thQ third section of the fourth article of the constitutioni you 
are required to provide hy law for an enomreration of the inhabitaflls 
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of the state the present year. It is worthy of consideration, whe- 
ther with small additional expense, other statistical information 
may not at the same time be obtained, that will be of much interest 
and value. 

Bui little advance has been made the past year in the organization 
and discipline of the militia. There is a general repugnance among 
our citizens to the performance of military duty, and to subjecting 
themselves to the strict rules of military discipline, when patriotism 
does not seem to require such a sacrifice of lime and individual com- 
fort. The laws now in force upon this subject are not in accordance 
with public sentiment, and their executicwi cannot well be enforced. 
An entire revision is respectfully recommended. 

Among the alterations to be made I would suggest, as worthy of con- 
sideration, whether all musters of the militia in time of peace, for 
the purpose of improvement in military science, may not with pro- 
priety be abolished. The knowledge in that manner communicated, 
I am constrained to believe, is limited and inconsiderable, while the 
evils, resulting from such assemblages to the morals of the people, 
more timn counterbalance any public good that can be expected from 
their continuance. It is believed that an organization compatible 
'with the constitutibn dispensing with such musters, may be effected, 
which will be less burdensome, and at the same time, in case of need 
equally efficient. The formation of volunteer companies and bat- 
talions should also be encouraged, by exempting their members from 
some portion of the public duties devolving upon citizens of the state, 
or in such other manner as you may deem equitable and just. 

While the public arms that have already issued are, doubtless in 
most cases, safe from damage or loss in the care of the volunteer 
companies, with whom they are deposited for keeping and use, yet it 
seems to me that, at least for future issues, some additional guaranty 
should be required for their safe return when demanded by proper 

authority- 

The reports of the Adjutant General and of the Quarter Master 
General, with the tables annexed thereto, will acquaint you with the 
progress made in the organization of the militia, and with the dispo- 
sition of the public arms. The measures recommended hy^. those of- 
ficers are, in the amm, judicious and such as seem required by the 



close of your present session. A second, and perhaps a third volume 
may be expected the present year. 

1 confidently anticipate, from the publication of these Reports, tho 
most salutary results. A judicial construction will thu:^ be given to 
the statutes, and a uniformity secured in the administration of justice 
in the various circuits, and in courts of inferior jurisdiction through- 
out the state, which could not otherwise be obtained. 

The report of the Commissioner of the State Land Office will in- 
form you in detail of the business transacted in that department the 
past year. 

Of the 500,000 acres of land granted by act of Congress, passed 
September 4, 1841, 45,429.97-100 acres were sold in the year 1843, 
and 80,840.86-100 acres in 1844, making in all 126,270 63-100 acresj 
and the whole sum received in payment for the same, was $157,- 
S9l 07, mostly in state warrants issued for purposes of internal im- 
provements* The further quantity of 79,561 52-100 acres have 
been specifically appropriated, for part of which land warrants have 
already been drawn and for the remainder, such warrants will be is- 
sued the present year. The residue of the grant being 294,168 
75*100 acres, still ri^maixis the property of the state, subject to 
the idi^^posal of the legislature, liable, however, at ."^ny time, without 
further leglelatjon, to be taken at its minimum price, for payment of 
all outstanditig warranty, for whatever purpose issued, and, after the 
first day of July next, also liable to be taken in payment of the 
bonds issued for interest under the act to liquidate the public debt, 
passed March 8, 1843. 

A small portion of the lands yet remains unselected. Immediately 
after the grant was made the State Geologist designated certain im- 
portant points in the upper peninsula, which he represented as very 
valuable, and advised their selection for the use of the state. The 
surveys not having been cempleted, I have not yet been able to secure 
the lands so designated. 

The mode of leasing improved University and School lands by the 
^id of township officers is found, by experience, not to be beneficial, 
and it is r^commetided that exclusive authority upon the subject be 
again it) vAted in the Commissioner. 

A practice has be«x heretofore adopted of permitting purchasers 



A large portion of the convicts are hired by coi;tractors, whocarj on 
in ibe prison various branches of mechanical industry. The amount 
received to the use of the Stale, for the services of those so etnployod 
the last year, exceeds 85,000 00, and would probably have beoR 
much greater, but for iho fire mentioned, which destroyed the work- 
shops and materials collected for use. The amount received from 
this source, including $800 00 appropriated at the last session, has 
been expended in the further construction of the Prison buildings, 
yard-wall, and work-shops. The eyri mated revenue from the same 
source, for the ensuing year, is §6,500 00, j^nd i» deemed sufficient 
.to defray the expenses of the improvements necessary to be made du- 
ring that period. 

That portion of the prisoners not hired by contractors have been 
employed under direction of the keepers, in various occupations, but 
mostly at work upon the improvements in progress. . 

In the above enumeration of expenses, the salaries of the officers 
of ihev Prison, and many other items of expenditure, are not included. 
The whole amount, for all purposes of the Prison, drawn from the 
treasury the past year, is 815,715 ?4. 

Among the prisoners are two fenaales, who are reported to be con- 
fined in the County Jail, for want of proper apartments in the 
Prison. 

Complaints have been made of the practice prevailing upon our 
frontier settlements, of selling spiritous liquors and other intoxicating 
drinks to the Indians, Existing enactments, prohibiting the traffic, 
are represented as being insufficient for that purpose, and serious 
difficulties are apprehended from its further continuance. The sub- 
ject seems to require investigation, and will, I dotibt not, receive 
such attention as you may find its importance demands. 

The first volume of Chancery Reports, embracing all the decisions 
of the late Chancellor, has been published, and a second volume, in- 
cluding all the decisions of the present Chancellor, made, previous to 
the commencement of the current year, is now in press and will be 
published the ensuing month. The first volume of the Reports 
of decision s^ made by the Supreme Court, is also in the hand* 
of the printers, and it is hoped, will be ready for delivery before thfe 
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This Road is also mostly graded from Marshall to Kalamaiooi a 
further distance of 36 miles, and will be ready to receive the iron on 
that part of it at an early period of the ensuing season. The Board 
would meet with but little difficulty in obtaining the necessary supply 
of iron but for the high price of that article caused by the tariff of 
1842 ; the cost of the quantity wanted to lay the track between the 
places named being increased, in consequence, litlle less than 930,- 
000« It is confidently believed, however, notwithstanding its enhan- 
ced price, that the iron can be obtained without further legislative ac- 
tion upon the subject, and the road made available to Kalamazoo be- 
fore the close of the current year. A further small appropriation of 
20,000 acres of land is required for the erection of buildings at the 
several stations^ and. for construction of the necessary side tracks. 

The whole amount of receipts upon the Southern Road the last 
year was $60^340 51, being an excess of $36,276 01, above those 
of the preceding year. The receipts were all required and have been 
expended in running cars, in repairs of the road, and in the fur- 
ther increase of stock ; and a debt previously incurred for like ob- 
jects, estimated to be about $10,000, still remains unpaid. 

The Road being ia a dilapidated condition at the commencement . 
of the year, and its stock being insufficient, the expenditures that have 
been made were anticipated, and the Legislature, at its last session, 
advised of their necessity. The improvement of the harbor at Mon^ 
roe, affording as it does, greater facilities to commerce, the present 
good condition of the road and the increased quantity of its stock, now 
valued above $50,000 00, all warrant an estimate of receipts upon 
this work the ensuing year, greatly exceeding that of any preceding 
one ; and it is confidently believed, that, besides paying current exh 
penses, the revenue will be sufficient to pay a portion of the indebt- 
edness contracted by the board for iron. The cost of the iron purch- 
ased for this r6ad under the act of February 21st, 1843, including 
two locomotives, was $58,612 74, of whl^ $45,006 94, have been 
paid from receipts of the Central Road, and the balance, being $13,* 
605 80, remains a charge upon the future proceeds of the public 
works, and is part of the debt above mentioned. The Board estimate 
the receipts on the Southern Road at $100,000 the present year. 
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Contracts for the completion of the Clinton and Kalamazoo Canal, 
between the villages of Rochester and Frederick, were made in the 
spring, in accordance with the provisions of the acts of March 1, 1848 
and of March 2, 1844, at a price not exceeding the estimates of a 
Competent engineer, and for a sum less than the appropriation made. 
In the progress of the work it has been found that, by reason of sub- 
sequent dilapidation, a greater amount of labor is required than had 
been estimated, and that, in consequence, the object of the acts named 
cannot be fully carried into eifect without additional legislation. The 
contractbrs have, however, continued their work, relying on the leg- 
islature for recompense of their labor, by a furthier appropriation. 

Contracts were also made, the last summer, for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the Flint river, below the village of Flint. 
The unusual high state of water, during most of the season, in all 
our rivers, afforded fadlities for making the improvements required 
in this stream, which consisted mostly in the removal of the flood 
Wood that had accumulated at various points ; and the work has pro- 
gressed to the satisfaction of the board, and its entire completion 
inay be expected according to the terms of the contracts. 

The necessary improvements in the navigation of the St. Joseph 
river, between Union City, in Branch County, and Sturgeon Lake, in 
St. Joseph County, being of the character required upon the Flint, 
have been made with advantage, the past season ; but the improve- 
meiits needed below that Lake, being such as can only be made at a 
low stage of water, have been necessaril)' postponed until the ensu- 
ing summer, when it is hoped that the causes of delay which have 
existed thd last two years, will no longer prevent their comple- 
tion. 

1 have so often and so fully stated publicly my opinions upon theJ 
subject of our Internal Improvements, that 1 need not, at this time, 
detain you with their repetition. I may, however, advert to one or 
two topics in this connection, which, from the prominence they seem 
to possess in the public mindj will probably be brought before you for 
Cotlsideration. The sale of the public works, for the oustanding 
bonds of the State, has been long a favorite measure with a portion 
of our citizens, and so favorably was it considered at one time, that 
the Legislature passed an act authorizing proposal!! to be received 
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for their purchase. A bill for the same purpose was before the Le- 
gislature at its last session /which received the sanction of a majority 
in one branch ; but creating a corporation and, consequently, requi- 
ring at two-thirds vote, it was lost, more, perhaps, from the difficulty 
of adjusting its details, than from objections to its main object Ano- 
ther considerable portion of our fellow citizenst entitled to our confi- 
dence and respect, oppose the measure, as calculated in its results to 
affect injuriously the best interests of the State. |n legislating upon 
subjects of such vast importance, especially when errors committed 
cannot be retrieved, it is desirable that as much unaminity as possible 
should prevail ; and it is even better, sometimes, to postpone a favor- 
ite measure, where no considerable injury would be sustained by de- 
lay, than to urge its adoption against the known wishes of a large 
and respectable portion of the community. The Legislature best 
know the wishes of the people upon the measure in question, and 
are alone competent to judge qf it$ expediency. 

If the public works should not be sold, the expediency of further 
prosecuting their construction, beyond points where ground has al- 
ready been broken, will necessarily present^ jtself for your consider- 
ation. On this nubject, I have no doubt, 'that true policy requires 
the completion of the Central Railroad to St. Josephs and the South- 
ern, at least; to the navigable waters of the St. Joseph river ; but to 
effect these objects, time will be required and means also, which the 
State does not now possess. A full statement of the condition of our 
finances and resources is contained in another part of this commu- 
nication, and on its examination, you will be able to judge of the 
present ability of the State to continue the publip works, and to de- 
termine whether it is expedient now to appropriate the means at dis- 
posal to that object. Bills are understood to be pending before Con- 
gress, making further concessions of land to this State, for purposes 
of Internal Improvement, and hopes are entertained of their favoran 
ble consideration in that body ; hut it would be unwise to predicate 
action upon the expectation of grantsj not actually made. 

Should you find it inconvenient and judge it inexpedient now to un- 
dertake the further construction of the roads mentioned, it might not 
be improper to enquire into the propriety of permitting assgciatioaa 
of individuals to complete them from their present western terminal 
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tions, if such associations can be found willing to assume the under- 
taking. In the grailt of such authority^ however, care should be 
had to guard the rights of the State, and secure its citizens from im- 
position and oppression. Provision should also be made, authorizing 
the State, if at any future time it should so elect, to take the works, 
by paying to their owners the cost, of construction and a stipulated 
interest upon the investment. 

The Reports of the Auditor General and State Treasurer will in- 
form you of the condition of the finances of the State. The estima- 
ted value of the whole taxable property of the State in 1844, was 
$28,554,282 32, and the State tax, being two mills on a dollar, was 
$57,108 56. This sum, if collected and paid into the Treasury, 
would be fully sufficient to pay all expenses for support of the State 
Government, and also to pay accruing interest upon the General 
Fund and Penitentiary Bonds ; but a considerable part of the taxes be* 
ing assessed upon the property of non-residents, the consequence is that 
only a portion of the amount levied in any given year is made availa- 
ble at the time, and present wants can only be supplied by the tardy, 
and, in some degree, uncertain payment of delinquencies of previous 
years. The means of the General Fund, though diminished by the re- 
demption of scrip issued for purposes of Internal Improvement^ are yet 
sufficient to meet all outstanding claims against it ; but money has not 
always been on* hand for payment of claims on presentation, and, 
from necessity, recourse has been had in some instances to the re-issue 
of scrip, which, under the law in such cases^ creditors had a right ta 
demand. In the further redemption of scrip the means of this Fund 
may be still further absorbed, and at some future period a deficiency, 
in consequence, may be found in the Treasury, which will cause much 
inconvenience and perhaps do injustice to the public creditor. In 
view of these facts, the adoption of some appropriate legislative en- 
actment is respectfully suggested, calculated in its operation to pre- 
vent a contingency whicij on its occurrence, would be likely to prove 
so injurious to public interests. 
No financial measure could well have been devised which, not invol- 
ving greater amounts, could have been more unfortunate or more inju- 
rious than the issue of scrip. Intended for a remedy of existing evils, 
it has proved most calamitous in its results, and afifords another dem- 
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onstration of the uUer inefficieDcy of paper issue* as a measure of re- 
lief. It renders inefficient every department of government, and 
its entire recall from circulation, at an early day, is required by ev- 
ery consideration of sound policy, and still more by imperative obli- 
gations arising from its unconstitutional character. . 
The whole acknowledged indebtedness of the State and its resour- 
ces are exhibited in the following statement : 

Funded Debt. 
Due on bonds issued for five million loan, and for 

9200,000 borrowed for Ypsilanti, and Tecumseh, 

and Allegan, and Marshall Railroad companies, 

including interest to July 1, 1845, $2,990,000 00 

Palmyra and Jacksonburg Railroad 

bonds, $20,000 00 

Unpaid interest on do to Nov. 1844, 4,900 00 



24,900 00 



Detroit & Pontiac Railroad bonds, 100,000 00 

Unpaid interest on do to July, 1844, 17,280 00 



-. 117,280 00 

University bonds assumed by the state, 39,212 48 







$3,171,392 48 


General fund bonds, 


100,000 00 




Penitentiary bonds, 


60,000 00 




Interest on do not called for, 


8,850 00 




Delinquent tax bonds, 


15,000 00 


183,850 00 



Total funded debt including interest, $3,355,242 48 

Unfunded Debt. 
Internal Improvement warrants out- 
standing, 520,457 55 
Interest on do^to Dec. 1, 1844, esti- 
mated, ' .50,000 00 
Land warrants outstanding, 7,413 89 
Scrip, 51,000 00 
Interest on scrip estimated, 9,000 00 



Carried forward, $637,871 44 $3,355,242 48 
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Brought forward, $687,871 44 #8,855,243 48 

Tax bonds to counties, 12,591 00 

Interest on do estimated, 1,409 00 

Warrants on general and other funds, 8,726 19 

Interest on do estimated, 700 00 
Due for redemption and surplus money 

on account of tax sales, 8,858 27 

Due principal of primary school fund, 51,779 00 

Total unfunded debt including inte'st, $721,934 9Q $721,934 90 

Total debt of the state including interest, $4,077,177 38 

■ ~ II 

Resources, 

Central Railroad, cost to Dec. 1 18 44,$1, 842,808 00 

Southern, do do do do 986,295 00 $2,778,603 00 

Ten per cent added for interest, paid 
during construction, and for other 
incidental expenses, 277,860 00 

Palmyra and Jaclisonburg Railroad 

codt including interest, 80,000 00 

Locomotives and cars on Central Rail- 
road, 110,000 00 

Locomotives and cars on Southern 

Railroad, 51,000 00 

Materials on other works, 500 00 161,500 00 



Total value of railroads and fixtures at cost, $8,247,963 00 

Due from Detroit & Pontiac Railroad Company, 130,000 00 
Value of unsold Internal Improvement lands at 

a minimum pritfe, 467,500 00 

Salt Spring lands, 72 sections at $2 per acre^ 92,160 00 

Taxes uncollected and cash on hand, 179,000 00 
Assets of Michigan State Bank and other assets 

estimated, 88,877 00 



Total available resources o. the state, $4,150,000 00 

Excess of resources over liabilities, $711,822 62 



The debt due for irxm and that incurred for expeoeeeupon th# 
Southern Railroad, both previously mentioned and amounting to- 
gether to about (80^000 00, are omitted in this statement. 

The residue of the University bonds, being 900,787 62, remains 
still a debt against that institution, from the funds of which both the 
principal and accruing interest will be paid, and is not, therefore, 
considered among the liabilities of the State. 

In addition to the property mentioned above, the State owns the 
Clinton and Kalamazoo Canal) on which has been expended about 
9375)000, and which is now nearly finished from Frederick to Roch- 
ester^ a distance of about 16 miles. This work, however, without its 
further extension $ not promising any considerable return for the 
investment made, has been omitted in the enumeration of the resour- 
ces of the State as they now exist. 

Ftom the above statement it will be seen, that the resources of the 
State are about equal to its liabilities ; but it is not to be concealed 
that our works of Internal Improvemenr, as a whole, have not, 
hitherto, afforded a net revenue sufficient to pay accruing interest on ' 
the debt incurred for their construction. This revenue has been 
constantly increasing, and promises still further to increase ; yet the 
possibility of a permanent deficiency has caused considerable anxie-< 
ty in the public mind. I may be permitted, therefore, in this my 
last anaual message, to express my views upon the subject of the in- 
debtedness of the State, and the measures of public policy required 
for the preservation of its plighted faith. Our indebtedness was in-* 
curred in past times of delusion, under an unfortunate state of popu- 
lar feeling, produced in a great measure,, by the pernicious influence 
of banks. By the excessive issue of paper money^ a fictitious value 
Was given to every species of property. A ireddesss.pirit of specula- 
tion universally prevailed. All seemed to be deluded by deceitful 
visions of imaginary wealth. Industry and economy were disregar- 
ded, and for present means recourse was had to extensive credits and 
the pernicious system of borrowing. In the prosecution of visionary 
schemes for the acquisition of wealth, men did not consider whe- 
ther the meaue were adapted to the end ; a blind hallucination seem- 
ed to govern their thoughts, direct their actions, and lead them on to 
ruin, as willing victims of their own folly and misguided reason. 



16 

It if not surprising that a similar state of feeling should have been 
introduced into legislative bodies. If no undertaking was considered 
too great for individual enterprise, the ability of a State would, of 
course, be considered as boundless* 

I The first great error in State policy, committed in Michigan, was 
the borrowing of money. A State can seldom borrow with advan- 
tage to its citizens. Its only legitimate means is the taxes, levied fbr 
the support of its government. It should not be a money dealer, nor 
should it enibark in any other business appropriately within the]sphere 
of individual enterprise. The second error of magnitude was, in a 
measure, consequent upon the first, and consisted in projecting a sys- 
tem of improvements too much extended, and wholly exceeding both 
the means and wants of the public. In extraordinary cases only; 
and when public good clearly demands it, should a State undertake 
the construction of public works, and then only when such works, 
from their magnitude, cannot well be undertaken by individuals, and 
yet, when acconiplished, will be of great public advantage and yield 
an adequate return. 

Seeing now the errors of our policy and the evils resulting from a 
departure from correct principle, let us with the least possible delay, 
correct the one by a return to the other. 

Fortunately our temporary deviations, being timely discovered, 
have not entailed lasting injury ; their consequences, if not altogeth- 
er averted, may at least be mitigated, and our reputation and integri- 

■* ty preserved. The energies of a young and growing State like Mi- 
igan are abundantly sufficient, without causing distress, and scarcely 
inconvenience, to restore order and efficiency to its finances, and, at 

. an early day, to proii(i» means to meet all just demands upon its Trea- 
sury. If the Bftoney we.have borrowed has, in any instance, been 
misapplied or squandered, or if we have made unprofitable invest- 
ments, the fault is our own ; and those who at our instance furnished 
the means, can by no just mode of reasoning be made responsible, 
nor ought they to suffer loss in consequence. If we have in any de- 
gree failed to exercise a wise discretion and sound judgment, our ob- 
ligation to our creditors are not thereby released, nor our liability di- 
minished. Every citizen should bear in mind that the faith of the 
State is solemnly pledged to pay both principal and interest of the 
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sums we have borrowed ; and it shpuld be the pride, as it i» clearly 
the duty, of all cheerfully to co-operate in keeping that plighted faith 
inviolate. 

Of the justice of the claims presented by the holders of certain 
outstanding obligations of the State, amounting, with interest, to 
about three millions, for which no consideration has been received, ' 
and which are not included in the above exhibit of our indebtedness, 
as I have not the means to judge, I do not here design to speak. The 
information, however, that has been reoeived seems to warrant the 
belief that the equity, originally existing between the State and the 
late Bank of the United States, has been in no way affected by the 
transfer of the securities by that institution to their present holders. 
Of the justice of the indebtedness of the State, recognised and pro* 
vided for by the acts of February 17, 1842, and of March 8, 1843, 
no doubt exists. 1 may be permitted to suggest as worthy of your 
inquiry whether the amount of damages claimed under the first men- 
tioned act upon unpaid instalments of the five million loan, were not 
greater than would be demanded or paid, had the transaction occurred 
between individuals and been wholly of a private character. 

Among the political topics of the day, none is more prominent or 
more important than that of a tarifT. Though wholly national in 
its character, it is not, therefore, of less interest to the people of the 
State. No subject has ever been more involved in mystery or more 
misrepresented than this. In its discussion, ambiguous terms have 
been used, and the usual and true meaning of words have been per- ^ 
verted. 

A duty, whether specific or ad valorem, on an article imported, is 
a tax upon the consumer of that article. This is a self evident propo- 
sition and requires no argument for its support. It follows of course 
that a tariff of duties on imports constitutes a eysfem of taxation. 

An article of domestic manufacture, similar to one charged with 
duty when imported, is increased in price by an amount equal to that 
duty. This constitutes no inconsiderable objection to the assessment 
of taxes through the medium of a tariff. Duties imposed for the sup- 
port of government, on articles imported, operate as bounties to the 
home producer of like articles, and thus render one portion of the 
people tributary to another. The tax paid upon the articles imported 

it is true, goes into the public treasurv; but the tax paid in the increa- 

8 
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ked price of like domestic articles^ goes into the pockets of the pro- 
ducer. 

The general government is supported by taxes levied on imports^ 
and American manufacturers, being chiefly the producers of articles 
4h us increased in price, secure to themselves almost exclusively the 
' advantages consequent upon such a system of taxation. In this inci- 
dental protection, as it is called, the public would, however, seem to 
be willing to scquiesce ; but manufacturers, not satisfied with this ad- 
vantage, are constantly demanding, and often obtain, special discri- 
mininations in their favor, by an augmentation of duties on pm'ticuli^r 
foreign commodities, competing in the market with those produced 
by thenb ; thus increasing the bounties they receive, for the payment 
of which all other classes are taxed. 

The owners of manufactories, rather than those who do the work, 
are benefited by this system of bounties; and a protective tarifi^ in 
the common acceptation of that term, is a tax upon the industry of the 
country for the benefit of capital. This tax is greater than that levi- 
ed for the support of government. 

It is idle to pretend that articles protected are thereby rendered 
cheaper. This is contrary to all experience and all reason. Of all 
arguments upon cause and effect, if such assumption can be consid- 
ered an argumenc, none can be more irrational and illogical. As 
well may he be said to buy cheapest who pays dearest. Protection 
is designed to increase prices, and it can have no other effect. None 
are more desirous of protection than those interested in the manufac- 
ture of protected articles, and to suppose them prompted by a benevo- 
lent regard for the interest of consumers, would be conceding to them 
a degree of philanthropy to which their real motives, it is believed, 
would give them little claim. The recent improvements in machine- 
ry, and its better adaptation to manufacturing purposes, have caused 
reduction in prices, and other like circumstances have contributed to 
the same effect. The competition, which it is contended that the ta- 
riff secures, will equally exist without it. 

Duties on imports, being taxes upon the people, should be assess- 
ed with a view to their equal bearing upon all. Every branch of 
industry should be regarded with equal favor. No class should be 
exempted from sustaining its just share of the public burdens, nor 

should one portion ©f our fellow citizens be taxed to support another. 

Executive Office, } JOHN S. BARRY. 

Delroit^ Jan. 6, 1845. 



J 



Joint Doc. ? * C L%9miAn9A 

No. 1. S ? 1845. 



r 



ANNUAL REPORT of the State Treasurer. 

State Trea8ujiee'8 Office^ 
Detroit^. December 2d, 1844. 

To the Legislature of the State of Michigan : ■ 

In obedience to the provisions of law^ requiring the State Treasu< 
rer to lay before the legislature at each annual session^ a summary 
of the receipts and expenditures for the preceding fiscal year, and a 
statement of the balacoe of cash on hand at its close, I. have tbe 
honor to submit the following report. 

An abstract of the receipts and disbursements, and a statement 
showing the balance of cash on hand, are givea in schedule A. 
Schedule B gives the several ledger balances on the books of tbif 
office on the 30th ult. ; and in schedule C, is given a statement of 
the amount of outstanding warrants on the severol funds at the ^ame 
time. In schedule D, is exhibited a comparison of the ledger balan- 
ces on the books of this office with the balances on the books of t^e 
Auditor General, showing their agreement, when the outstanding 
warrants on the several funds are taken into account. 
, In addition to the ordinary disbursements for the current annual 
expenses of the State Government, which have all, or nearly all, 
been regularly and proinptly met during the last fiscal year, a» they 
severally fell due, there has been paid from the. accruii^g receipts 
to the credit of the general fund, several items of prior State indebt" 
edness, amounticg.in the aggregate to upwards of fifty-five thpu$»nd 
dollars, all of which was bearing an interest of seven per cent* against 
tile Slate. The delinquent tax State stock, originally amounMng )U> 
#31,000, and which was reduced the previous fiscal year to $2.7vP0Af 
has the past year been reduced to $15,000^ The amount of oul- 
atanding warrants on the general fund has been reduc^ from $24,- 
330 78 to $5,461 68 ; and the tax bonds issued to oounties from 
437,123 67 to $12,591 Of the $40,000 of treasury notes destroy-^ 
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ed during the last fiscal year, much the largest portioD also was de- 
rived from receipts on account of the general fund, — most of the 
payments to the sinking fund from the proceeds of the public works 
having been made in warrants drawn in favor of engineers and ap- 
praisers, and paid from the proceeds of the several works under au- 
thority of a joint resolution of March 6th, 1843. 

It is thus satisfactory to ascertain, as the experience of the last 
two or three years has demonstrated, that the light State tax of two 
mills on the dollar, which is all that has been levied for the last three 
years, and which has hitherto fallen considerably short of 860,000 in 
the aggregate for any one year, has been found sufficient, not only 
to meet the current State expenses, but with the other ordinary re- 
ceipts to the credit of the general fund, to extinguish a large amount 
of State indebtedness, outstanding in the form of State stocks, tax 
bonds to counties and warrants on the general fund, besides contribu* 
ting to absorb the largest proportion of the treasury notes of 1S41, 
which have been cancelled and destroyed . The only known demands 
on the general fund for the past year, which have not been met, are 
for interest on some general fund stock held by the U. S. War De- 
partment, and for the July last interest on a portion of the peniten- 
tiary stock, the coupons on neither of which have been presented for 
]myment. 

As it is to be hoped that during the course of the present fiscal 
year, sufficient means will accrue to take up all the remaining out- 
standing general fund warrants, and the holders of many of them 
will be unknown at this office, it is respectfully asked of the legisla- 
ture to invest this department with authority, which is not possessed at 
present, to stop interest on all or any portion of them, after giving 
two or more weeks' notice in the State paper, that such warrants will 
be paid in specie or its equivalent on presentation. And in the event 
of those warrants being all, or nearly all, redeemed, and funds 
should accrue some time between January and July, or between neiA 
July and the following January, which it would be proper to apply 
to the redemption of the outstanding tax stock, oi; county tax bonds, 
it is respectfully submitted also, whether it would not be justly due 
to the holderii, that authority should be given to allow interest for such 
tim6 after the last half years' interest fell due, as might intervene up 
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to the time of redlining the principal, or giring notice thtt funda 
were on hand for their redemption. 

The par funds received to the credit of the principal of the prima- 
ry school and University funds, amounting to #6,000, have heen ap« 
p]ied, as required by act No. 100, laws of 1840, to the extingoish« 
ment to that extent of a debt due Thomas Beals, for monies advanced 
on account of those funds. 

The interest due on the University stock for January and July last, 
was remitted to New York in the month of May* about the same time 
that it had also been for the two previous years. It is found impossible 
to meet the January interest of each year, as it falls due, without autho- 
rity to use other funds for that purpose, or without keeping on hand 
some three thousand dollars of University interest monies for eight 
or nine months. Almost the entire receipts to the credit of the Uai* 
versity interest fund are received in March and April ; and unless mo* 
ney received at that time of the previous yeaj^ is retained on hand 
until the succeeding January, the January interest must be allowed 
to pass over until April or May. The latter course has therefore beeo 
followed for the last three years, and as the July interest is paid at 
the same time as that of January, the delay on one half year's inter-t ' 
est is about balanced by the advance in meeting the other, before it 
strictly falls due ; and no complaints have been made as to the ar*> 
rangement, by any of the holders of the stock. 

Under the provisions of acts No. 30 and 83 of last sessionf the 
University interest fund has been relieved from the payment of 
interest on the 9100,000 loan to the University, to the amoont 
of $1,432 80 ; transfers to that extent having been made fh>m the 
sinking fund, on account of treasury notes and warrants received to 
the credit of the principal of the fund, and for purchase money of 
the building in this city bought of the regents for state offices. Aa 
there had been received at the end of the fiscal year just closed, in * 
treasury notes, warrants, dec, to the credit of the principal of the 
University fund, the sum of 939,212 48, and the University interest 
fnnd will be entitled to a credit quarterly for the interest on this amount 
and on what further sums may be paid in a^ principal under the pro- 
visions of the acts above mentioned, the other sources of revenue to 
the University will be relieved from meeting, during the ensuing tth 
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cal year, two*4ftlt8 or more of the $6,(KK) of annual interest on the 
University stock. 

The second section of the act of February 21st, 1843, making ap- 
propriations on the Central and Southern Railroads, pledged so much 
of the nett proceeds of those roads, after the iron for the completion 
of the former to Mairshall and of the latter to Hillsdale, should have 
been paid for, us might be necessary for the payment of interest then ac- 
crued on all outstanding internal improvement warrants drawn prior to 
that date, and for the payment of interest. on said warrants annually 
thereafter, so long as the principal of the same may remain unpaid. It 
is to be' expected that duriug the current fiscal year, the payments for 
the railroad iron purchased under the provisions of the above men- 
tioned act, will have been completed ; and it is therefore hoped that 
su£icient nett proceeds from these roads will be paid into the State- 
Treasury, next summer, or early next fall, to meet the back interest 
dn^the above warrants, as the state must rely mainly, if not entirely, 
csr the surplus receipts of these roads, not only for the payment of 
interest on those warrants, but also to meet by the first of January^ 
1846, upwards of fifty thousand dollars of interest then falling due 
' on the first sold portion of her internal improvement bonds— -and 
which, in case of a settlement being had prior to that time in regard 
to the remaining five million loan bonds, which had been partially* 
paid for and were hypothecated by the late United States Bank, is li- 
M^ to be increased to ninety thousatid dollars or upwards. 

The attention of the" legislature is however directed to this ! matted 
at present, solely for the purpose of suggesting the propriety of some 
further legislation tO' enable the interest on those warrants to be paid 
niore oonvenlently to the several holders, and at a great saving to 
the state, in the time and labor that would necessarily be consumed 
ill the offi.ce of the. Auditor General, without some further provision 
of laWy^ than now exists, to regulate and facilitate the payment.^ — ' 
Without further legislation^ the amount of interest due would have to 
b^^$t and-payment of the same endorsed on each warrant, and a re- . 
ceipt for, the interest on each warrant or parcel of warrants made out 
ax^ signed by the holder, to be filed in the Auditor's ofiTiceas a voucher 
f^ each warrant drawn for interest. The number of these payments in 
^9^ y^^r wou)4 be so greatf that the timef occupied in preparing the 
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vouchers and making out the warrants, would probably be equal to that 
of one clerk, tor several montha. To say nothing of the almost to- 
tal impracticability of making the proper endorsements on many of 
the warrants, which have become so mutilated and defaced as to be al- 
together unfit for any fair or legible writing, or of the insecurity of 
relying upon such endorsements for the amount of interest due, with- 
out searching in each case through a large and continually increas- 
ing file of vouchers, it is respectfully submitted that if interest is to 
be paid annually upon those warrants, as guaranteed in the above 
mentioned act of 1843, the only^safe and regular mode of accom- 
plishing it, would be by funding them as a state stock, in bonds of one 
thousand dollars each, as far as practicable, with an issue of some 
smaller bonds of one or more hundred dollars, for fractions or small 
amounts ; to all of which bonds would be attached of course coupons 
for each year's interest, as it would fall due, until the principal was 
made payable. This, it is believed, would be satisfactory to a large 
majority, and most probably so to all of the holders of those warrants, 
as well as be a matter of economy, and safety on the part of the 
state. 

In any law passed, providing for funding the warrants specified in 
the aforesaid act of Feb. 21, 1843, there should be some discretion left 
with the officers authorized to issue the bonds, to include more or less 
of the back interest as principal in the bonds, both with a view of 
avoiding the necessity of issuing any bonds for fractional dollars and 
cents, and also, if acceptable to the holders, to avoid throwing the 
of burden from two to four years back interest upon the income or pro- 
ceeds of the public works for the ensuing year, when they will in all 
likelihood be least able to besur it. It is perhaps hardly necessary to 
add, that the bonds and coupons, so far as the latter shall be due or 
past due, should be made receivable for public lands of the state, and 
in payment of such debts, as the warrants themselves are now recei- 
vable for. 

* 

The amount of warrants on the internal improvement fund drawn 
prior to February 21, 1843, has been ascertained by an examination 
for that purpose, to be about 9239,000 ; and the interest due on them 
by next September or October, would pro1)ably average about three 
years, which, on the amount now outstanding, would be equal to about 
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fiAy thousand dollars. If it can be safely estimated that the nett pro- 
ceeds of the Central and Southern Railroads, for the ensuing year, 
will be sufficient after paying off their indebtedtiess for iron and oth- 
er materials, to meet that amount of interest on those warrants, and 
also the interest that will fall due on our internal improvement stock 
in January, 1846, then it would seem to be advisable to pay up as 
much as possible of the back interest on warran' s at that time ; but 
if there should be any deficiency apprehended, there is no doubt that t 
a large majority of the holders of those warrants would be perfectly 
willing^to have the greatest portion of the back interest funded togeth- 
er with the principal. The first of September or October is sugges- 
ted as the most appropriate time to make the annual interest on those 
warrants or bonds payable, as that would be an intermediate time be- 
tween the periods, when the interest on the five million loan bonds 
would be payable, and would make the interest on the warrants fall 
also upon that half of the year, when the proceeds of our public 
works will always be much the largest. 
All of which is. respectfully submitted. 

JOHN J. ADAM, 
State Treasurer, 
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(A.) 

Abstract of Receipts and Expenditures for the fiscal year^ Dec. \st^ 

1843, to Nov. 30M, 1844, inclusive. 

Receipts. 

General fund, $100,488 08 

Redemption account, 8,159 80 

Internal Improvement fund, 107,200 83 

Sinking fund, 25,430 17 

State building fund, 774 40 

Primary school fund, 19,784 66 

Primary school interest fund, 20,089 41 

University fund, 24,727 01 

University interest fund, 8,270 72 



Total receipts, 


•405,824 66 


Expenditures, 


1 


General fund, 


$221,693 02 


Redemption account, 


6,101 39 


Contingent fund, 


753 98 


Internal Improvement fund, 


136,151 09 


Sinking fund, 


48 73 


State building fund, 


2,219 79 


Primary school fund. 


6,230 89 


Primary school interest fund, " 


28,617 40 


University fund. 


93 89 


University interest fund, 


9,763 63 


Treasury notes, 


40,000 00 


Treasury notes* interest. 


3,315 43 


Total disbursements, 


$455,189 24 


1844. Cash. 


DR. 


To balance, Nov, 30th, 1843, 


$85,789 55 


** receipts during fiscal year ending Nov. 30,1844, 


405,824 06 




$491,614 21 
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1844. Cash. CR. 
By warrants paid, treasury notes cancel]ed,&c., Dec. 

1st, 1848, to Nov. 30th, 1844, . $455,189 24 

" balance on hand, . 36,424 97 



$491,614 21 



(B.) 

Jjedger balances on State Treasurer's hooks^ November 39<A, 1844 

DR. 

Cash, $36,424 97 

Internal Improvement Fund, 207,957 27 

Treasury Notes Interest, 13,638 65 

Primary School interest fund, 329 86 

University interest fund, 172 34 

•258,523 09 



CR. 

General fund, $76,886 31 

Redemption account, • 2,572 00 

Contingent fund, 692 91 

Library fund, 3,078 34 

Primary school fund, 54,799 00 

University fund, 39,212 48 

State building fund, 1,282 05 

Treasury notes. 80,000 00 

$258,523 Od 



(C.) 

Warrants outstanding November 30M, 1844. 

Internal improvement fund, $520,457 55 

General fund, $5,461 68 

Contingent fund, 250 00 

Redemption account, , . 14 51 

Primary school fund, 3,000 00 

8,726 19 

< _ 

$529,183 74 



. 1 
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Tto tadanee chargod o& Auditor's books on Um SQth ttlt.» as being ia 
hands of Itisoasater^ vas #37«608 78 

ilJd^for.oalMs»diiig:Wanraia% isihorl ibui: ott4h» i» 



Shows balaDoe in hands of Treasurer to be« . #86,424 07 

Which balance consists of Treasury 

notes hypothecated, $16,000 00 

Treasury notes ds coupons, d^c on hand» 13,057 00 
Coin, bank notes, checks, dec., 8,867 87 

^ $86,424 87 



■WiwaMMia 



Internal ioiprorement fund, debU balance on 

ditoHs books, #728,414 8S 

Deduct from this orerdraft, amount outstandiof 

warrants on that ftrndy 520,407 55 

Leavee am't overdrawn on Treasurer's books, #207,057 27 



Oeneral fund, credit balances on Auditor's books, #71,424 68 
Add warrants outstanding on this fund, 5,461 68 



■^0 



Makes credit balance on Treasurer's book% #7 6,886 81 

Contingent fund, cre£t balance on Auditor'e books, #442 91 

Add outstanding warrants on thui fiind, 250 00 

Makes credit balance on Treasurer's books, #692 91 

Redemption account, credit balance on Auditor^s 

books, #2,55t 40 

Add for outstanding warrant, 14 51 

Makes balance on Treasurer's books, #2,572 00 
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Primary school fund, credit balaxice on Auditor's 
. books,^ , _ 

Add warrant outstanding, on this fund, 



[No. 1. 

$&l,779 00 
3,000 00 



Would make balance, as on Treasurer's books. 



t54,779 00 



« ^ 4> • v' >- * 



Theiie being no outstanding warrants ott theothar fiuttds^ thj» balan* 
ces agree on bothJbo6ks| and the cwtfstamtiny land wammts, being 
drawn upon the Commissioner of the La&d Offi6a> and not upon the 
State Tre&suryi do not aflfect the acounts with any of the funds on 
the treasurer's books. 
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ANNUAL REPORT of the Auditor General. 

Auditor General's Otvvc%^ 
DetroUy Nov. 80, 1844. 

The undersigned, in submitting to the Legislature his annusil re^ 
port, deems it his duty to present, as succinctly as possible, sosne of 
the difficulties in the way of collecting the revenue of the State in a 
manner free from just objection, isind to point out some of the reme- 
dies to be applied, if we would see that important bratich of the poly 
Uc service performed in' a manner likely to leave as little as possible 
subject to tbecontingencies of law suits, and future contests under tax 
titles. It is known that the first step towards the collection of taxes 
is necessarily beyond the control of this office. The township offi« 
cers, particularly the assessorsy have the most important duties to 
perform, and on the proper and legal performance of their duties^ the 
whole fabric of taxation rests. Errors committed by them, although 
fatal to the validity of tlie tax, may nevertheless be unknown at this 
office until the subsequent steps are all taken, and the land is sold, 
perhaps redemption expir^, and deed issued. To prevent mistakes 
as far as possible, this office Issues circulars intended to aid the assess 
sors in the construction of the statutes, on all points where mlseon-' 
atruction is apprehended; but a very common cause of error is a 
want of knowledge of the proper descriptions of lands to be assessed. 
It is found that plats furnished by the United States land offices at the 
expense of the counties do not invariably give the desired informa* 
tion ; particularly as to the United Slates subdivisions, or the quan- 
tity of lands embraced in fractional parts. Some tax payers are so 
nice in their construction of the statutes as to refuse pay men| of tal^ea 
and threaten resistance to titles giyen under sale therefor, where an 
erfor of a few hundredths of an acre in a given parcel is made. '! t 
is admitted that when a larger quantity i^ assessed it must be abated 
or the error is fatal. But it is insisted that it is equally fatal to aspess 
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a less quantity. It is the practice of this office, in all cases where an 
excess of acres or of parts of an acre is detected, to abate the amount 
of excess ; where the land is assessed for less than there is, to receive 
the amount of tax without adding the amount omitted. But the in- 
formation of the existence of a discrepancy in the number of acres, 
10 given or withheld by the tax payer at his option ; and it is easy to 
see that where a tax payer supposes the objection fatal, he will not 
give the Informatioi), and the office sells the land as returned, leav- 
ing the objection existing in full force ; and if it be an objection at 
« all, to be declared such by a judicial tribunal at the end of a future 
Qod expensive litigation. 

Many descriptions of land still unsold by tiie United States gov- 
emmenf, have be^n taxed and sold, as well as some which have no 
existence at all. The annual expense of assessing, copying, adver- 
tising andsellmg erroneous descriptions, lands not liable to be taxed, 
villages, n(4 duly recorded, and lands twice assessed, constitute no in- 
considerable share of the onerous burthens upon townships, whioh are 
the theme of just. complaint. No complaint is made of the amount 
of tax levied for State purposes, and were it not for the burthens thus 
unnecessarily imposed upon the property of the country, by errors 
and omissions which cannot be prevented from occurring by this de- 
partment^ the public would, ere this, have been almost unanimous in 
declaring our system. of assessment and collection of taxes just and 
equitable. Towards the. accomplishment of this great desideratuni^ 
w& have made commendable progress, and perhaps no State so new 
as: ours. can. boast of a nearer approximation to this enTiable distinc- 
tion. But if \?e acknowledge, as all reasonable men and good citizens 
must, the; paramount duty of the Legislature to prevent, as far as 
may be, ruinous litigation among our citizens by removing its causes, 
it must be evident that nothing should be let^ undone which timely 
and whotesome legislation can effect, to increase public confidence in 
the correctness of all proceedings to<5ollect the revenue of the State ; 
and the yeater the confidence in the jitstice and legality of a tax, 
the more promptness in its payment. It is deemed worthy of consid- 
eration,- whether a small increase in the remuneration now paid for 
services of supervisors and assessors may not be a matter of justice 
lo those who fill those important offices. Certain h is, that our best 
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business men, are required as county treasurers, supervisors, assess- 
ors, township treasurers^ and highway commissioners. Their acts 
bffect nearly and intimately the pockets of the people, and always to 
a greater or, less extent the titles to the real estate of the common- 
wealth. Whatever prevents the selection of the most suitable men, 
whether it be inadequate notions of the importance of the duties to be 
performed) or insufficient compensation for services required, should 
be corrected by an enlightened public opinion, or by judicious and 
discriminating provision for a just compensation for time and acquire- 
ments appropriated to the public service. As the duly of selecting 
these officers is very properly devolved upon the people, the subject 
is alluded to for the purpose of inducing the Legislature to sh»w 
how important it deems their duties to all the great interests involved ; 
which can be most effectually done by arr.ply providing the necessa- 
ry sources of information to facilitate the discharge and simplify the 
nature of those duties. A very necessary, if not indispensable aid, 
in making a correct assessment roll, is believed to be a " Tract 
Booky'*^ as used in the United States land offices, from which they 
may be obtained. Exhibiting as they do the descriptions by which 
Ihe lands have been patented, with all the subdivisions, conrenls of 
fractional parts and date of entry, there can exist not a doubt of their 
usefulness and necessity. Plats procured at those offices have been 
tried and soAetimes found insufficient and erroneous ; besides, from 
their frail texture, they are soon worn out and lost. Those counties 
whose officers have obtained the tract book, attest to its utility. The 
estimated expense of procuring the necessary tract books to supply 
such counties for the use of the supervisors as are not already provi- 
ded with them, and one of each couiUy for the use of this office, is 
$2,000. The counties should be charged with cost of the copy with 
which they shall be furnished. The expense is too inconsiderable 
to be placed in comparison with the benefits that will follow. The 
experience of this office most fully justifies an earnest recommen- 
dation of an appropriation for their procurement. » 

Perhaps in your wisdom you may devise some more eflTectual check 
against carelessness in the observance of statutory requirements, and 
the unfaithful application of monies raised for highway purposes. The 
first of which is a matter of too frequent observation and the latter 
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is often charged against some of the ofHcers through whose hands the 
money passes ; but not within the cognisance or knowledge of this 
office. If it be a fact, the roost summary justice should be meted 
out, and if not, the most stringent and penal enactments will harm 
* no oae, while they will foreclose the slaxnler, by opening a way of 
redress, which, if not resorted to, will be evidence of the falsity of 
the charge. 

It has been found that considerable quantities of land and ma- 
ny- lots in paper villages have been abandoned by the owners as 
.not worth the accumulating taxes. It will be recollected that lands 
bid in for the State, may continue to be taxed tl^e same as other 
lands. Of the amount of land bid in by the Sjtate, it is fair to pre-, 
same that some part is of this class, and that a continuation of tax- 
ing, advertisings and bidding it in, will sooner or later^result in using 
up the general fund, and thus deprive the State of the necessary 
revenue for carrying on the government. It has been a subject of 
anxious enquiry w<th this department what could be done to avert a 
result so disastrous. AAer much deliberation it has been deemed ad- 
visable to ofiTer so muplh as has been purchased by the State for taxes 
of 1840, or a previous year, on which the redemptioa has expired j 
for sale, on or about the first of September next, taking as the 
minimum bid the amount due the State, on each of the tracts bid in 
for those years, subject, however, to the taxes of 184|| 1842, 1843 
and 1844, now levied. If the tracts ofiered will not bring that suro, 
it IS proposed to withdraw them from the assessment rolls, to be re* 
stored when the same shall be sold by, or redeemed from the State, 
When it is recollected that the State will have paid, in fact, the tax- 
es of 1841, 1842, }848, 1844 and 1845, before they can be sti^ick 
from the assessment rolls, in addition to the sums bid on them for 
1840, or a previous year, it must be, at least, fair to presume, that 
they will bear no more taxation until the progress of improvements 
in their yicinage shall enhance their value. In carrying out this 
plan the refuse lands must be ofiered . again at public sale with 
such additional lands as shall have , been bought for taxes of 1841 
and 1842, which shall not have been redeemed, on the first of Sep- 
tember 1847. Another feature of this plan withdraws all lands bid 
in by the State which shall not be sooner redeemed from the sales to 
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be had in 1845 and 1846, for taxes assessed subsequent to those for 
which the State has purchased them. This js to prevent accumulating 
charges for ad% ertising, and to pi event the Sfate from being obliged 
to advance money to redeem lands bought in by individuals for a sub* 
sequent year* One prominent and important feature of this measure 
is, to permit owners to redeem at any time before the lands shall be 
sold by paying up all arrearages due in the office. A bill has been 
drawn which has received the sanction of the Attorney General, 
and will be presented to the proper committee for consideration, if 
desired. The plan is respectfully submitted, with the hope that the 
Legislature will give it such early attention as it shall deem appro- 
priate. If the Legisilature' shall look unfavorable npon the plan 
proposed,' the aZ/6rna/ive is presented of increasing the annual State 
tax, at their present session, to make up the anu)unt to the general 
fund, already absorbed by the purchase of these lands, which will 
have to be annually increased to meet the annually increasing defi- 
ciency caused by the existing system. To discuss the propriety of 
taxing the people to purchase lands delinquent for unpaid tazesy 
would be absurd, as a justification of such a proposition will not be 
attempted. A list of lands, it is proposed to offer next Septenlber 
with aggregate amounts due the State to and including 1840, will be 
soon ready and will be laid before the Legislature at an early day. 

The selling of lands delinquent for taxes of two years at onetime 
having an equal term of redemption, devolved upon this department 
a discretion which has been exercised under what appeared to be an 
overruling necessity. The County Treasurers were directed to with- 
hold from the sale for taxes of 1842 all descriptions of land which 
should be suffered to be bid in by the state for 1841. The necessity 
of this will be manifest, when it is considered that by permitting indi- 
viduals to bid in for 1842, parcels which the state had purchased for 
1841, it would be necessary for the state to redeem for 1842, in or- 
der to make good its title for 1841, which might be defeated byasini. 
ultaneous redemption for the latter year, and thus the state be defrau- 
ded of one year's taxes. This case is intended to be met by the 
provisions of the bill above alluded to, and the recurrence of a simil- 
ar state of facts prevented. 

Experience has demonstrated that instead of selling lands delinquent 
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for unpaid taxes iiBmediately after they are returned to XhU office, 
giving two years redemption thereon, a more efficient as well as 
cjheaper system may be attained by pevmitting owners to pay taxes 
at this office and at the County Trejisurer's, for one year before sale, 
and give but one year after sale for redemption. The burthen of er- 
rors and irregularities falls ultimately upon the townships, and in 
proportion to the lime and care bestowed on returns of lands, delin- 
quent before sale,- will be the detection and correction of those errors, 
and thus advertising charges be saved to the townships, diminishing 
their taxation. The bill aforementioned provides for this change. 
No other alterations in the tax law are deemed requisite at present. 
It is, however, proper to remark, that the light of experience will 
doubtless exhibit other defects in the details of the system, a careflil 
correction of which will be matter of necessity and duty. 

General Fund, 

It is the duty of this department to present annual estimates of the 
amount necessary to meet the demands upon the general fund for the 
next fiscal year, and its probable receipts. While the latter can be 
approximated with reasonable certainty, the former is necessarily 
conjectural, as the largest items depend upon the legislature, the 
length of its session, the miscellaneous appropriations made, and 
expenditures authorized. As few subjects of legislation will proba- 
bly be presented for your consideration, a short session is anticipated 
and a corresponding estimate has been made, computing the daily ex- 
pense, including printing, at $350, which is within the usual sum re- 
quired. It is confidently hoped that few claims, other than for cur- 
rent expenses, remain for the action of the legislature, and a small 
estimate has been deemed sufficient to meet them. 

Any diminution of the public burthens, however small, which is at- 
tainable without detriment to the public service, being importont, an 
alteration of existing statutes is recommended, dispensing with spe- 
cial messengers to notify Electors of President and Vice President of 
their election, inhibiting the employment of two messengers from 
distant counties, such as Chippewa, to bring statements of votes cast 
for different officers at the same election, and providing for the com- 
pensation of Presidential Electors without the expense of special ap- 
propriations by the legislature. 



tW |WII ■ ■ 
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An intimation in my last report that the aggregate valuation of 
taxable property in the state hod reached its minimum has proven true; 
the state tax for 1844 being $57,108 56, exclusive of the amount due 
from Chippewa county from which the oggregate valuation has not 
been reported. It may be proper here to remark that although the 
annual state tax due from that county is inconsiderable in omount, 
yet for reasons unexplained, it has been suffered to accumulate for 
several years, small payments only having been made. 

In the statement of balances due to and from the several counties, 
the amount due from Shiawassee county or its Treasurer, for defi- 
ciency in amount received by him at the October sales in 1843, which 
it is alleged was occasioned by the robbery of his office, is not inclu- 
ded. The deficiency is $1,745 93-100, and under the construction of 
law which this department felt called upon to maintain, payment to 
the county of collections made here, was withheld until otherwise di- 
rected by resolution of the last legislature. But no intimation was 
given therein respecting the final action of this office in regard to it ; 
and as it is deemed a matter of doubt where the loss should fall, ]eg^ 
islative direction is respectfully requested. 

The expenses of the State Prison have increased beyond the esti- 
mate of this office, but it must be borne in mind that the earnings of the 
convicts are all applied to the further extension of the prison wall 
and buildings ; by which arrangement one third or more of the sum 
drawn Trom the treasury and charged to the support of the prison, is 
in fact applied to building purposes. Presuming that the legislature 
will not materially vary the present system, the estimate for the com- 
ing year has been made with reference thereto. 

Of the #173,492,40, as estimated in my last annual report to be due 
for unpaid taxes and interest thereon. #64,375 84, has been cancel- 
led by bidding in the lands charged therewith, for the state, which 
are subject to two years redemption. 

It should also be noticed that the expenses incident to conducting 
the government, are incurred one year in advance of the collection 
of the tax levied to meet them, even were the payments from the sev- 
eral counties to be made in cash in February succeeding the annual 
assessment. It should be further recollected that most of the counties 
pay in delinquent taxes returned for subsequent collection, instead of 
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cash, and the consequent delay resulting from these two facts, and the 
further postponement of the largo amount swallowed up iii stat e pur* 
chases of delinquent lands, prevents the prompt payment of such de« 
mands upon the treasury, as its ultimate resources are adequate to 
meet. By reference to statement D. it will be perceived that could 
all the dues to the general fund be at once realized, it would be able 
to meet all its debts that are due and have a small balance to its ere* 
it. Of the liabilities in statement D, aforementioned, $51,943 is 
for scrip or treasury notes in circulation, and $51,799, is due 
to the school fund for scrip taken up, which are justly chargeable 
to the internal improvement fund, but the poverty of the latter >una- 
voidably throws these burthens where they are classed, upon the gen- 
eral fund. It is gratifying to find that there is ability to meet and 
cancel the debts and e^^penses of the past, but we must also look to 
the future. 

Taking existing enactments as the basis of the estimates for the 
future, they must be increased from the estimate of last report to 
provide for officers not then in commission ; and including the expen- 
ses of the State prision, while the earnings of the convicts are ap- 
plied to the further prosecution of the buildings, they exceed the 
amount of State tax as now authorized by law, fully $10,000* 

Besides this, there is legitimately due from the State to the primary 
school interest fund, annual interest on the amount in the treasury, 
from year to year, to the credit of the principal of the school fund. 
The amount due for next fiscal year, including interest on the 
balance which has been in the treasury during the last, will be $5, 
881 76, which added to the above would show an actual deficiency 
in the amount now provided by law, '^and properly applicable to the 
payment of the expenditures of 1845, of near $16,000. 

Tlie Legislature can best determine the propriety of attaining, at- 
no distant day, such a position in regard to the finances of the State, 
(which are under its exclusive control,) as will leave the treasury 
at the close of each fiscal year in funds for the payment of the liabili- 
ties of the ensuing year, without the payment of interest on post- 
poned liabilities^ and the propriety of paying to the school fund, 
interest on the balance of principal to its credit, as well as the means 
of attaining fiucb position. 
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General Fund. 
Balance to the credit of the general fund, as 

per last annual report $83tM0 47 

The following amounts have been reoeired to 

the credit of this fbnd during the year : 
For part state tax paid by sundry counties^ 23,969 12 
«< Delinquent taxes recM at this office, 68,801 42 

<* Delinquent tax interest, 7,923 58 

<* Delinquent tax charges rec'd at this office, 2,906 58 
** expense of sales, rec'd at this office, 1,582 43 . 

** redemt^n of lands bid in by state for taxes 15,554 80 
«* Bank specific taxes, 610 42 

<* Brokers licenses, 150 00 

<^ Pedlers do 290 00 

*^ Auction duties, 7 81 

*« Oakland County Bank for fine, 50 00 

" H. Howard, correction of error, 523 87 

Of County Treasurers, avails of sales for de- 
linquent taxes reported to date, 78,118 05 

190,488 08 



#274,448 55 
Payments from Creneral Fund. 
Expenses legislature 1844, $21,111 60 

Legislative printing and publishing laws, 4,491 98 

Appropriat'n sundry persons, March 12, 1844 6,256 60 
Paper for printing, » 11,150 79 

Salary public officers, (Abstract "A,") 18,185 00 

Clerks to Auditor and Treasurer, 2,116 66 

Clerk to Secretary of State, 500 00 

Clerks to Land Office, 796 09 

Expenses State Prison, 14,915 34 

Appropriation for machinery at State Prison, 800 00 
Interest general fund and penitentiary bonds, 10,429 52 
Interest general fund warrants, 2,803 13 

Redemption delinquent tax stock and bonds, 86,532 67 



Carried forward, #120,091 38 #274,448 55 

2 
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Brought forward, $120,091 38 $274»448 55 

Int on delinquent tax stock and refunded for 
correction of errors, 0,419 90 

For amount paid expenses sale and refunded 

purchasers on sales cancelled, 20,797 82 

iTaxes refunded on certificates purchase can- 
celled and payments in correction of i 
errors, 2,602 02 

Delinquent tax charges refunded for correc- 
tion of errors, 

Dolinquent tax surplus refunded to owners, 

Taxes collected and paid over to counties, 

Supreme and Chancery Court reports, inclu^ 
ping salary of Reporter, 

District canvass, 

'Wolf bounty^ 

Furniture public offices, 

Postage, do do 

Stationery, furniture and maps for Land Office, 209 17 

Geological survey. 

Engraving geological report. 

Expenses Board State Auditoi's, 
do Court of Chancery, 
do Supreme Court, 

Inspectors Brigade, 

Coroners fees, 

Selecting lands granted by the United States, 

Toledo war expense?. 

Stationery for public offices. 

Distribution laws, 

Legislature 1843, 

Fugitives from justice. 

Witnesses in case George Morell, 

Special messeogens to trans't electoral votes 
lind to notify electors 401 25 

. Carried forward, $202,231 61 #274,448 66 



26 97 


581 01 


42,666 02 


2,323 66 


304^8 


1,550 00 


228 41 


794 94 


e, 209 17 


397 30 


338 16 


23 85 


300 85 


312 23 


160 00 


33 09 


114 50 


347 03 


430 06 


66 86 


58 00 


643 25 


14 00 
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Brought forwsu^, •202/281 61*274,448 55 

Rent of Auditor and Treasurer's office, 160 OQt 

Paid taxes on lands bid in by the state, 137 31 

Appropriation sundry persons April 1, 1840« 1 00 

" << « *< 13, 1841, 2 OO 

" •* " March 9, 1848, 102 00 ' 

Maps per act of 1640, 3*0 00 

. 203,028 02 



Balance on hand to credit of general fundj f 71,424 63 

Estimated Receipts of 1845, 

Balances due from counties per abstract B, $49,706 70 

Bank speciiio tax and Pedlers and Brokers 

license, 1,000 00 

Office charges Auditor's office, 2,500 OQ 

Estimated receipts for delinquent taxes, in* 
terest and redemption of lands bid in for 
taxes by the state, 55,606 89 











• 


- JLVO,9XO i#V 


» 


$180,238 23 


1 


• 


General Fund IdaUlities. 




Due sundry persons per 


act Nov. 14,1835, 


«43 54 




ftC u 


(( 


ti 


« Mar, 28, 1836, 


8 04 




<i a 


(( 


a 


" July 26, 1836, 


28 01 




u u 


it 


it 


« Mar. 23, 1837, 


51 75 




(< « 


a 


tt 


*' June 22, 1837, 


36 66 


* 


a a 


.«< 


tt 


« Dec. 30, 1837, 


11 38 




i( n 


ti 


a 


" Ap'l 6, 1838, 


69 53 




H i( 


it 


ti 


" Ap'l 20, 1839, 


205 13 




it <( 


a 


it 


<* Ap'l 1, 1840, 


36 50 




« « 


it 


ti 


" Ap'l 13, 1^41, 


43 91 




it tt 


tt 


It 


« Feb. 17, 1842, 


24 45 




u it 


it 


ti 


«« Mar, 9, 1843, 


9 50 




Map apprc 


>priation,.1844, 
rried forward,* 


1,000 00 
«1,568 89 


■ 


Ca; 


•190,388 33 






/ 



/ 
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Brought forward^ 


#1,568 89 i 


^80,238 22 


Interest due on general fund, and penU 






tentiary bonds, 


8,850 00 




Interest on general fund and peni- 






tentiary bonds to become due 1845, 


9,600 GO 




Expenses State Prison, 


15,000 00 




Salaries public officers and clerks. 


21,600 00 




Legislature, including printing, 


14,000 00 




Estimated appropriation for contingent 






fund, 


1,000 00 




Estimated appropriation for tract books 




• 


for Auditor's office, 


1,000 00 




Bounty on Wolves, 


1,200 00 




Miscellaneous items. 


4,400 00 




Delinquent tax stock. 


15,000 00 




Delinquent tax bonds to counties, 


12,591 00 




SLnterest on^stock and bonds. 


2,100 00 




Delinquent tax surplus, 


6,800 78 


#114,210 17 


Estimated balance to credit of general 




• 


fund, Nov. 30th, 1845, 




#66,028 05 


Internal Lnprovement Funi^ 




Was overdrawn at date of last report. 




#537,301 43 


Warrants have been drawn on this fund 




. 


and charged to the following acct's, 






Central rail road, 


$265,137 26 




Southern rail road, 


12,883 20 




Clinton and Kalamazoo canal. 


3,042 15 




Northern rail road. 


40 00 




Improvement salt springs, 


924 77 




Improvement Grand, Maple, and Kala- 






mazoo rivers, 


287 21 




Detroit and Grand River road, 


404 52 




Saginaw turnpike, 


20 00 




. Internal improvement fund warrants for 






interest on amount cancelled. 


2,320 76 
#285,059 86 




Carried forward, 

1 


#537,301 43 



N^ 
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Brought forward, , $StB&fi&9 W HB1,9QI a 

Wm. R. Thompson, balance of aecH at 
Rattled by board of auditors, 444 09 

Sinking fund for amount transferred to 
University interest fund 
for interest on scrip and 
warrants rec'd to credit 
of University fund, 1,433 60 

For this amount^paid bal- 
ance of interest on bonds 
held by U. S. 48 73 •1,481 58 

— 386,085 48 

The building and grounds purchased of 

regents of University, and occupied in 

pa)rt by rail road and part by public 

offices have been charged to tsentral 

rail road, 8,095 00 



•832,881 91 



Receipts to credit oflnternai bnprovemmii jFVoul* 
fnternal Improvement Lands, •100,684 40 

Tolb on Central Railroad, 25,345 41 

Morris Canal assets, 2,880 50 

Michigan State Bank assets* 1,051 81 

E. H. Lothrop, Com'r, balance of ac., 303 86 

United States Sye per cts., 827 84 

Pontiac village property received of former 
Board of Commissioners, for part of am- 
ount loaned by them, 636 00 
Sinking fund for this amonut collected 
of assets of Thos. Clark, late coUec- ,^ % * " • 
tor of Central Railroad, 815 82 
Sinking fund for this am't eoUeeted 
of J. Beldam, part loss altered 
warrants, charged in last report, 56 92 
Premium on New York funds, 28^ 84 



900 58 132,630 49 



s 
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'Shdwing an apparent over draft of 699,751 42 

To which add amount of land warrants 
received in payment of Internal Im- 
provement lands, included in credit 
to this fund and not before charged, 28,663 40 

Showing total over-draft, $7t8,414 82 

Land warrants have been drawn on the 
Commissioner of the Land Office, & 
charged as follows: 



To Central road. 


10,199 70 


\ 


" Clinton & Kalamazoo Canal, 


23,115 30 




" St. Joseph river. 


1,041 66 




«« Flint River, 


1,720 63 


36,077 29 


" Amount of Warrants received for 




lands as above. 




28,663 40 


Outstanding land warrants, 


7,413 89 


Outstanding Int. imp. fund warrants, 




520,457 55 


Last balance against the sinking fund was 


• 


721,197 45 


Present defidt is 




703,613 93 


Receipts upon the Central railroad, 




211,169 84 


Disbursements per vouchers audited and 






allowed to acting commissioner, for 






' what purposes see his report, 


182,887 69 




Paid to treasurer, credited sinking fund. 


25,345 41 


208,233 10 






Balance in hands of 0. C. Comstock, jr., 






acting Qommisj^oner, 




$2,936 74 


Receipts upon Southern railroad 




60,340 51 


Disbursed during year per vouchers au- 


• 




dited at this ofHce, 


60,365 87 




Due J. H. Cleaveland, pr. last report, 48 
Less error, ^ 10 


38 


60,356 25 


« 





Due J. H. Cleaveland, Superintendant, • 15 74 



J 
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The unetpended appfopriatioa cm the St* Joseph river^ which Waff 
made prior to 1843 has been withdrawii* 

The difiereat public works have been credited with the several ap<* 
propriations of land, and special appropriations authori&ed by laW) and 
the following unexpended balances remainy viz : 
Northern Railroad , 40,041 2^ 

Grand River Salt Springs, 4,373 50 

Titabawassee Salt Springs, 1,731 57 

Improvement Grand, Maple and Kalamazoo Rivers, 6,466 36 

Detroit and Grand River Road, 796 82 

Canal Grand River Rapids, 24,780 64 

Havre Branch Railroad, 19,047 66 

St. Joseph River, 17,708 34 

Saginaw Turnpike, 24 09 

Northern Turnpike, 30,000 00 

Flint River, 4,529 87 

Central Rail Road* 

Amount to be drawn per existing approria- 

tion in land warrants, $69,800 30 

Amount to meet awards by board of State 

Auditors, already reported, 1,207 73 

<71y006 08 

Deduct amount of present credit balance, 12,186 08 



Shoeing that specific appropriations to this 
work have been overdrawn, $58,821 96 

By reference to Act No. 66 of 1841, it will be perceived that au- 
thority was given to draw in favor of this work for certain purposes, 
without naming the specific sum. This was done by my predecessor, 
and has been continued, without being able from the vouchers pre- 
sented, to ascertain under what particular appropriation they were 
chargeable. But as I am informed by the chief engineer that no more 
contracts were let after the appropriation of 1841, than was author- 
ized by it, and the appropriation of 1843 being precisely balanced, it 
is evident that this $58,821 95 was estimated under Act No. 66, re- 
ferred to above ; and when a few more estimates are in, this ofGce 
will be able to ascertain the amount that should be credited under 



1 
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said Aet It u ecumeitly hop«d that the Legislaturie will authorise 
the withdrawal of the unexpended balances credited to such works 
at cannot now be completed The internal improrement fund being 
80 largely overdrawn^ and further expenditures being prohibited by 
the Legislature* it is apparent that the books of this office would be 
BioipUfled by the course proposed. 

Treasury Notes, 
Balance of total issue per last report, (120,000 00 

Amount burned during the year, 40,000 00 

Balance, (60,000 00 

Of this there is now in the treasury counted as carii, 28,057 00 

Leaving outstanding and in circulation, (51,943 00 

The amount paid for interest on treasury notes to dOth 

November, 1843, was $10,323 22 

Amount paid in 1844, 3,315 43 

— (13,638 65 

When the treasury notes are all redeemed, the total amount of in- 
terest paid should be charged to the internal improvement fund, on 
account of which said notes were issued. 

Redemption Acamni. 

Balance to the credit of this account, Novem- 

her 30, 1843, (518 50 

Amount received during the year^ 8,159 89 

(8,678 39 

Amount refunded to purchasers daring the year, 6,115 90 

Credit balance due purchasers, (2,557 49 

Primary School Fund^ 
Balance to the credit of this fund at date of last report, (32,226 23 
Amount received during the year* 19,784 66 

(52,010 89 
Warrants issued to pay taxes on lands forfeited to State, 211 89 

I 

Credit balance, (51,799 60 

There has been (6,000 paid on claim of Thomas Beals, leaving an 
outstanding warrant in his favor of (3.000 which it is believed will 
be paid during the year 1845« 
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Primary Skhool hUrest Fund. 
Balance in treasury.at data of last raporti ^7,2^ <^ 

Receiyed during the year to credit of this fund, 20,989 41 

•28,207 04 
Amount distributed to sundry counties, $28,076 OO 

Paid interest on Tho's Beals' warrant, 460 84 

28,586 00 



, Leaving this fund overdrawn, $329 86 



X 



IJniverntf Fund* 

Balance on hand at date of last report, #6,484 86 

Amojint of cash received during year, $24,727 01 

Amount transferred from internal improve* 

ment fund, 8,095 00 

-— 82,822 01 



mm^i^ 



$89,306 37 
Warrants have issued for pa3rment of taxea oa lands for* 

feited to State, 93 89 



Balance in treasury, $39,212 48 

"- '- 

Uniternty Inierut Fund. 
Amount overdrawn at date of last report, $112 28 

Warrants have issued to the treasurer of the 
University during the year, for 9,768 63 



Amount received during the year, $8,270 72 

Do. transferred from sinking fund, 1,432 80 



$9,875 86 



9,708 52 



Leaving this fund overdrawn, $1 72 34 ^ 

State Building Fund. 

Balance to the credit of this fund at date of * ' 

last report, ' $2,727 44 

Amount received during the year, 774 40 

. ■ ■■ ■ ■■ $3,501 64 j 
Warrants have been issued in payment of repairs on build- . , 

ing used for public offices, 2|219 79 

:Ijeafing A eredit balance, . $1,228 05 

3 = ' ■■""" • 
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Contingent Fund. 

Bftlanco to the credit of this fund at the date of last report, $1,446 89 

Warrants have been drawn on the GoTernor's order as 

follows : — 

To N. Snyder, for sawing wood at Capitol, 86 00 

To M. Coombsv for candles and stove blacking, 88 

To F. H. Harris, fbr copying land office books, 

per act of 1843, 66 00 

To Pratt ^ Crary, for professional services, 
July term Supreme Court, relative to two ap- 
plications for mandamus against D. V. Bell, 
Com'r Land Oifice, 7 50 

To William C. Pease, for services in Execu* 
tive office* 9 00 

To James Canan, for procuring and setting out 

trees in yard of Capitol, 18 50 

To D. Goodwin, for professionjil *eervieee in 
cases of Chamberlin dz; Foster, and applica- 
tion for injunction against Auditor General 
in 1842, 250 00 

To Wm. T. Pease, for transportation of books, 1 75 

To Thomas Gopdwin, for cartage, 1 00 

To James Canan, for transplanting trees, 2 50 

To John McGinnis^ for services as fireman at 
commencement of session of 1844, 4 50 

To John Farmer, for map of State of Michigan 
for State Library, 

To R. W. Myers, for repairs at Capitol, 

To Chandler dc Bradford, for carpet for Exec- 
utive office, 

To Lewis Hall for repairing clocks 

To Ezra WiUiams, for repair of State arms 
and fitting up temporary armory, 90 28 

To Or 6. Mottlton for map of the U. S. for 

Executive office, 15 00 

To William Beal, for sawing wood at Capitol, 11 86 

Carried forward, $474 01 «1,446 80 



3 00 


2 97 


35 25 


2 00 



J 



135 8S 




05 00 




88 00 




1 00 


1,003 06 






•442 01 
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> 

Brought forwardi 9474 01 f 1,446 80 

To C. F. Dayifl, for part payment for painting 

Capitol, 100 00 

To H. E. Perry, for part payment for carpen* 

ter work on Capitol, 200 00 

To William ^ill, for materials and repairs on 

Capitol, 
To John Brown, for repairs dec. on Capitol, 
To Atkinson ^ Gkxlfroy, for paint'g at Capitol, 
To John I. Herrick, for Amerioan Almanac for 

Executive office, 

Balance to the credit of this fund. 

Library Fund, 

Balance same as last year, 66,079 34 

This being but an account of t|ie general fond, it ^ould never 
have been entered and reported as a separate fund, but merely as an 
itam of the expenditures of the former,in obedience to appropriations* 
Words without meaning only tend to confuse a report, whichought 
to be plain to all ; and if not otherwise directed, the .change will be 
made on the books of this office, and the account merged. 

The amount received at the October sales of lands delinquent for 
unpaid taxes, 678,1 18 05, forms an item of credit to the general fund, 
and is divisible into *Haxes,'' ^'interest," and ^^charges ;" but has 
not yet been finished, for the same reasons that prevented the same 
work from being done in time for last report, and while the sales are 
reported so near the close of the fiscal year, it will be impracticable 
to do the work in time for the annual report then to be made. 

The subjoined tables will, it is hoped, sufficiently explain them- 
selves without farther comment 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

C. G. HAMMOND, 
Auditor General. 



•m 
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Abstract of Salaries paid Public Officers during the year. 

Governor, 

Secretary of Sti^e, 

State Treasurer, 

Auditor General, 

Chancellor, 

E. Ransom, Judge, 

C. W. Whipple, <« 
A< Felcb, 

D. Goodwin, 
B.F.H.Witherell, " 
Attorney General, 
Commissioner to revise laws. 
Superintendent of Public liistruction, 
State Geologist, 
State Topographer, 
Commissioner of Land Office, 
Recorder of Land Office, 
Adjutant General, 

Total, 



«( 



(i 



$1,500 00 


1,000 GO 


1^000 00 


1,000 00 


1,500 00 


1,0S8 68 


1,500 00 


1,500 00 


1,808 33 


1,061 10 


701 63 


300 00 


500 00 


633 33 


800 00 


1000 00 


283 8S 


273 60 


«i8,i85 oa 
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[B.] 



Statement of Balances due from and to the following Counties^ on 

the 90th of Nov., 1844. 

Debit MaoM. 



Allegan, 
Barry, 

4 

Bej^rien* 
Branch, 
Calhoun, 

« 

CasB, 

Clinton, 

Chipp«wa, 

Eaton, 

Genesee, 

Hills(ial^, 

Ingfaftm, 

Ionia, 

Jackson, 

Kalamazoo, 

Kent, 

Lapeer, 

Lenawee, 

Livingston, 

Macomh, 

Mackinac, 

Monroe, 

Oakland, 

Ottawa, 

Saginaw, 

8biawas9ee, 

St. Clair, 

St Joseph, 

Van Buren, 
Washtenaw, 
Wayne, 

Deduct credit balances, 
Leying balance due State, 



851 01 

3,962 27 

1,704 51 

112 59 

416 68 

1,709 48 
707 38 



5,419 59 
2,137 98 

966 64 
3,414 35 
7,026 90 
1,234 01 
3,244 69 

280 35 
5,559 44 
6,203 54 



2,828 52 

6,161 89 
12,508 74 

$65,950 51 
16,243 81 

$49,706 70 



Gredk balaow. 
61 93 

1,121 03 

111 12 



1,024 96 



2,424 85 
343 60 



1,494 08 
8,604 22 
2,445 92 
1,258 81 

2,853 32 



• 16,243 81 
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[C] 

SUUement of the AggregaU VaJuaium^ and Apportianmeni of StaU 
Tax for the year 1844« at two mills on a dollar. 



Allegan Countjv 

Barry* 

Berrien, 

Branch, 

Calhoun, 

Caas, 

Clinton, 

Eaton, 

Crenesee, 

Hilladale, 

Ionia, 

Ingham, 

Jackson, 

Kent. 

Kalamazoo, 

Lapeer, 

Lenawee, 

Livingston, 

Macomb, 

Monroe, 

Mackinac, 

Oakland, 

Ottawa, 

Saginaw, 

Shiawassee, 

St Clair, 

St. Joseph, 

Van Buren, 

Washtenaw, 

Wayne, 



Aggregate Vateadoa. 
#515,791 42 

407,64T 00 

710,053 96 

668,169 72 

1,667,328 00 

745,515 17 

454,784 00 

I 450,546 49 

997,728 24 

1,222,059 57 
484,618 08 
537,240 25 

1,421,138 00 
486,330 98 
785,544 00 
442,007 54 

2,000,000 00 
884,113 00 
657,887 00 

1,271,978 48 
135,125 00 

2,171,778 00 
206,819 19 
446,653 89 
443,896 66 
809,958 48 
872,085 24 
436,762 96 

2.368,115 00 

3,852,007 00 



#28,554,282 32 



m Stale Tbs. 
#1,031 58 

815 29 
1,421 31 
1,336 34 
3,334 65 
1,491 03 

909 57 

901 09 
1,995 46 
2,444 12 

969 23 
1,074 48 

2.842 29 
972 66 

1,571 09 
884 01 
4,000 00 
1,768 28 
1,315 77 
2,543 06 
270^ 

4.843 56 
413 64 
893 31 
887 79 

1,619 92 
1,744 17 
878 53 
4,736 23 
7,704 01 



#67,108 56 
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8iai$ment of ike Ihnuitic Debt of th$ Staie, exeepiing Intomal Jfin^ 
p'ooement Fund and Land Warrants^ which are contained in 
Staiement «£.'' 



To primary school fund, 
<^ purchasers of lands, see redemption, 

** state building fund, 

** interest past due on general fund and peniten- 

tiar}' bonds, 
** owners of lands sold, ^'surplDs,*' 
** delinquent ts^x stockt 
^* do do bonds to counties, 

** interest pn two last items, 
*' outstanding general fund warrants, 
** dp contingent fund warrants, 

«' do redemption account warrants, 

«< do primary school fund warrants, 

^ treasury liotes in circulation. 



<51,799 00 
2,557 49 

1,282 05 

8,850 00 

6,300 78 

15,000 00 

12,591 00 

2,100 90 

5,461 68 

250 00 

14 51 

3,000 00 

51,948 00 

•161,149 51 



Means to Pay. 
Actual amount of cash on hand, 
Balance due from university interest fund, 
do do do primary school int. fund, 
do do do counties, 
Estimated amount of taxes and interest re- 
niaining uncancelled in this office, in- 
cluding amount paid for land bid in by 
state for taxes, 

Difference in fayor of the State, 



•8,367 97 
172 34 
329 86 

49,706 70 



120,423 13 179,000 00 



•17,850 49 
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[E.] 

Statement of Internal Improvement Fund debt» except bonds mued 
(m acGount of #5,200^000 loan, and debts chargeable upon the pro- 
ceeds of the public works, of which this office has not the data : 
Outstanding Interest warrants, $520,457 55 

Outstanding Land warrants, 7,413 89 

Due torCJniversity fund, see acts 20 & 83, Laws 

of 1844, 39,212 48 



•567,083 92 



Means to pay ^ 
Internal Improvement lands unsold, 

see report Commissioner of Land 

Office, $407,528 08 

Michigan State Bank assets, value nc^ 

ascertained. 



KOT£^Tli« above debt will be increaicd by the amoiiBt of appropriations atiil unezpoodetf 
and QiidrawB. ISee body of Report under the head of Internal Improvement Fund. 
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[F.] 
StaiemerU of BaloneeSf Auditor GeneroTt BookSf 

Pebit Balance, 

General Fund, 
State Building Fund, 
Library Fund, 
University Fund, 
University Interest Fund, 
Treasury Notes, 
Treasury Note Interest, 
Primary School Fund, 
Primary School Interest Fund, 
Contingent Fund, 
Internal Improvement Fund, 
Redemption Account, 
John J. Adam, Treasurer, 
Internal Improvement Lands, 
Land Warrant Account, 
Outstanding Warrants, 



$172 34 

18,638 65 

329 66 

728,414 82 

37,698 78 
7,413 89 



Nov. 30, 1844. 

Credit Balaoee. 

•71,424 63 

1,282 05 

8,078 34 

39,212 48 

80,000 00 

51,799 00 

442 91 

2,557 49 



7,413 89 
520,457 55 



i^"i^i 



#777,668 34 #777,668 34 



John J. Adam, Treasurer^ debit balance, 
Greneral Fund, outstanding warrants. 
Contingent Fund, do do 

Redemption account, do do 

Primary school fund, do do 



♦27,698 78 

5,461 68 

250 00 

14 51 

3,000 00 



Amount of cash in hands of Treasurer Nov. 30, 1844, #36 ,424 97 



L. 
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ANNUAI. REPORT of the Commissioner of the 

State Land Office. 

State Land Office, / 
Marahallf December 2, 1644. ^ 

To the Legislature of the State of Michigan : 

In compliance with the requirements of law, I respectfully submit 
the following report, exhibiting the official proceedings and financial 
operations of this office during the last fiscal year. 

Sales and receipts from Dec. 1, 1643, to Nov, 30, 1844, inclusive, 

SCHOOL LANDB. 

Sales. 

6,604.93 acres at 95 per acre, 934,024 90 

649.68 do at 87 61i ave. pr acre, 5,075 70 

Tot'l ac's 7«454.66 Total am't sold for, #39, 1 00 60 



Receipts. 

On account of principal, $19,615 12 

Do. of interest, 21,216 06 

Do. of rents and trespasses, 150 92 

ToUl receipts, #40,964 10 

Of wh'ch amount there was received 

at the Land Office, principal, #14,829 22 

Do. interest, rents, dsc, 10,731 46 

: #25,560 68 

At State Treasury principal, #4,785 90 

Do. do. interest, 16,637 52 

15,423 42 



Total receipts ot both offices, #40,984 10 



L . 
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UNIVERSITY LANDS. 

Sales. 
2,d08.00 acres at $12 per acre, $33,696 00 
893.60 do. atav'age $5 35}, 

appraised, 4,787 20 

* 453.97 acres sold at $14 18}, 

average, 6,488 85 



To'lac'ssold, 4,155.57 Total am't sold for, 844,922 05 

J* 

Receipts, 

On acc't of princi|Ql, warrants, $17,395 21 

Do. do. specie funds, 3,998 62 

$21,393 83 

Do. interest, 8,617 54 

Do rents and trespasses, 58 00 



Total receipts, $30,0A9 S7 

Of which amount there was rec'd at the land 

office, principal, rents, &c., $21,012 56 

Do. do, interest, 6,248 09 

27,260 65 

At State Treasury, principal, 439 27 

Do. do. interest, 2,369 45 

— 2,808 72 



Total receipts at both offices, $3 0,069 37 

STATE BUILDING lANDS. 

Sales, 
120 ncres at $12 per acre, $1,440 00 

Receipts, 
On account of principal, $451 78 

Do of interest 305 03 



Of which amount there was received at the 
land office, principal, $451 78 

Do. do. interest, 278 15 



$766 «1 



729 93 

At StateTreasury, interest, 26 88 



Total receipts at both offices, $756 81 



f 
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INTERNAL tMPROVBMSNT LANDS. 

Sale* artij, Receipts, 
Sold to 66 pre-emption claimants 

8,654.49acre8 at ftl 25peracre, $10,818 11 
Publicdc pri- 

vate sale, 71,866.87 do do. do. 89,833 53 

Do. da 320.00 do. $1 41 i do. 432 00 

Do. do. Asset lands, 676 00 

Rents 17 00 



Ac's sold, 80,840.86 Total nm't received, #101,796 64 

■ ■■ ■ ■ ■ — — ■ " i^_ .. I »*- 

The whole amount of which was received at the Land Office, in 

funds, as follows ; 

Interest Warrants, $74,307 96 

Land Warrants, 27,463 ^ 

Specie funds, 24 74 

i 101,796 64 



RECAPITULATION. 

Total amount of 9ales of University, School 

and State building lands, $85,462 65 

Total am't of rec'ts on account of said lands, 71,810 28 
Total am't of rec'ts for Int. Improvement 
and asset lands, 101,796 64 



Total am^ of receipts on account of all class* 

es of lands, 173,606 02 



Of which amount there was received 

. AT THE LAND OFFICE. 

On account of School Lantis, *25,560 63 

«• ** University lands, 27,260 65 

•* " State Building Lnnds 729 93 

*• ** Int. Imp't and asset lands, 101.796 64 

$155,347 W 

AT THE STATE TREASURY. 

On account of School lands, 15,423 42 



Carried forward, $1^,423 42 $155,347 90 
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Brought forward, . •15»429 42 8155,347 90 

On account of University lands, 2,806 72 

'< « State Building lands, 26 88 

$18,259 02 



Total am't of rec'ts at both offices during the year, 6 173,606 92 

The total amount of taleg of University and School Lands from 
July, 1837, when these lands were^ first offered ; the amount of ybr- 
feitur$»t and the amount of reduction authorized by the act of 1842, 
to the close of the last fiscal year, Nov. 30, 1844f as exhibited by 
the books of this office, is as follows : 

« 

SCHOOL LANDS. 

Acres, 

Sales to 1840, 51,339.35 $550,518 43 

do from 1840 to 1842, 27,386.33 155,431 05 



78,725.68 714,949 48 

Forfeited to 1842, 28^041.96 $269,887 71 

Reduc'n applied on principal, 85,246 72 355,134 43 



i^i*. 



Total sold to Nov. 30, 1842, 50,683.72 359»815 05 

Acres, 
Sales in 1843, 7,795.84 41,615 86 

do in 1844, 7,454.66 39,100 60 



15,250.50 80,716 46 

Forfeited in 1843, 3,196.92 16,650 70 



12,053.58 64,066 76 

Total actual sales to Nov. Total 

30, 1844, 62,737.30 sold for $423,880 81 



UNTVERSITV LANDS. 

Acres. 
Sales to 1840, 12,067.91 $2dl,230 86 

do from 1840 to 1842, 2,065.56 26,065 19 



' 



14,133.47 227,296 05 



Joint Doc] 5 [No. 8. 

Brought forward, 14,183.47 •227,206 05 

Forfeited to 1842, 4,081.51 tdO.lOO 48 

Reduction applied on principal, 25,125 07 105,324 55 

Total sold to Nov. 30, 1842, 10,051.96 121,071 50 

Acres » 
Sales in 1843, 024.50 $9,685 70 

do in 1844, 4,155.57 44,922 05 



5,080.16 54,607 75 

Forfeited in 1843, 248.52 2,272 00 



4,831.64 52,385 75 



Total actual sales to Nov. Total 

30, 1844, 14,883.60 sold for 174,307 25 



The sales of University and School lands, which have been paid 
for in full, and for which patents have been, or may be issued, are 
as follows : 

School lands, acres, 2,207.20 920,157 89 

University lands, 1,147,50 12,459 00 



Statement of Receipts arid Dishursements from December 1, 1848, to 

November 30, 1844. 

DR. 

For am't recM at land office to P. School fund, 14,829 22 

'« do on hand Nov. 30, 1848, do 821 19 

'* do received at treasury, do 4,785 90 

20,486 31 

" do do at Land Office, P. School Int. f 'd, 10,731 46 

« do do at Treasury, do 10,637 52 

2r,368 9R 

•• do do at Land Office, University fund, 21,012 56 . 

•' do do at Treasury, do 439 27 

21,461 88 

«< do do at Land Office, Univer. int fund, 6,248 00 

" do do at Treasury, do 2,860 45 

8,617 54 

«• do do at Land Office, 8. Building fund« 451 78 

" do do do do^ Int.fbnd, 278 15 I 

•* do do at Treasury, do 26 88 

• 756 81 



Carried forward, 872,631 47 
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Brooght forward, $72,631 47 

For am't recM al Land Office, Int. Improvern't fund, 101,796 64 

$174,428 11 . 



CR. 

By depost'd by ComV to crMt of P. Sch'l fund, 14,970 76 

•' received by Treasurer do do 4,785 90 

•* on hand for deposit, do do 670 65 

20,436 31 

«* deposited by ComV, do P. Sc. Int. fund. 10.351 89 

" received by Treasurer do do 10,637 62 

20,989 41 

«• deposited by ComV do Univer. fund, 20,756 56 

•* received by Treasurer do do 439 27 

. 21,195 83 

•* deposited by Corp'r, do Univer.Int. fund,6,90l 27 

•* received by Treasurer do do 2;369 45 

8,270 72 

** deposited by ComV, do S. Building fund, 451 78 

♦* ** *' do do Int. fund, 278 15 

*♦ received by Treasurer do do do 26 88 

756 81 

«• deposited by Com'r, do Int. Inrip^ fund, 101,320 49 

** expense account for advertising, blanks, 

books and stationery, postage, taxes, oosts 

of suit, and other incidental expenses 

charg'd to P. School Int. fund,University 

Int. fund, and Int. Imp't fund, as audited 

and allowed, 971 95 

*• refunded Jacob Beeson, under decision of 

Supreme Court, from University fund, 256 00 

** refunded Jacob Beeson under decision of 

Supreme Court, from Univer. Int. fund, 130 59 

*« refunded from Int. Imp't fund on certifi- 

cate 903, cancelled and filed with Board 

of Auditors, 100 00 

$174,428 11 
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In obedience to the requirement contained in the 20th section of 
the Act of 1844, establishing this office, I visited in May last the Uni- 
versity lands near Toledo. 

The original selection was six fractional lots, described as **river 
lots 1» 2, 7, 8, 9 and 10, in the United Stales reserve of twelve miles 
square, lying on the Maumee liver.*' Their contents were 916 
60-lOOth acres, and were accepted by the University as two sections. 
Lots one and two were, by the trustees of the University, afterwards 
exchanged with William Oliver, for lots three and four, the south- 
west quarter of section two, and west half of section three, in the 
same "reserve," by permission of Congress, according to Act of 
March 22, 1836; and on the 5th May, 1837, the trustees sold and 
conveyed to Mr. Oliver the said lands given by him in Achange, 
last above described, for the sum of $5,000, in accordance with a 
contract between them previously executed. 

It will thus appear that the University is now in possession of only 
the four lots numbered 7, 8, 9 and 10, containing 515 10*100ths acres. 

These lots are beautifully situated on the west bank of the Mau- 
mee, and in the immediate vicinity of the city of Toledo ; they aro of 
the *'oak opening'^ class of lands, with a fine rich soil. 

Nearly through their centre, runs, in a diagonal line, the Wabash 
and Erie cajoalrwkich terminates about a mile distant from their 
eastern boundary. 

The eligible situation of these lots, will, 1 think, render them of 
considerrble value, a few years hence ; and I therefore, after a 
close personal examination, and upon obtaining all the information 
of consequence concerning them, determined to withhold them from 
sale, at least for the present ; believing, that under present circum- 
stances, if forced into market, very little, if any thing, over the legal 
minimum price could be obtained ; while it is very probable that the 
improvements contemplated to be made, by the construction of an ex- 
tensive water power and mills in their immediate vicinity, the natu- 
ral growth and consequent enlargement of the city of Toledo, would 
both create a demand for them and incidentally increase their value. 
In this conclusion I was confirmed by John Fitch, Esq., a large pro- 
prietor of that city, who, on this occasion, and at other times, has 
rendered us much valuable and friendly aid, bearing unequivocal evi* 
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dence of kind regard for the interests of the State and of the institu- 
tion. 

The 28th section of the Act of 1844, establishing this office, pro* 
vides that the State Geologist shall ^procure from the office of the 
Surveyor General at Cincinnati, the field notes, and notes of mean- 
derings of the lakes and streams across and upon such sections of 
school lands as are thereby made fractional, and after obtaining the 
same, to sub -divide and lay off the said sections into such lots and 
fractions as may be suitable and convenient for sale, and as may en* 
able the Commissioner to dispose of them by their numbers and de« 
scriptions. 

Upon this subject, and in obedience to the above rquirement, it 
appears tltit the State Geologist has been in correspondence with the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, at Washington, who has 
instructed the Surveyor General *Ho ofier such facilities for com- 
pleting the work as were not incompatible with the rules of his of- 
fice." Upon further investigation by the Geologist, it was ascer- 
tained that the work would require the services of a clerk for several 
months, an amount of labor not before contemplated, and for the 
payment of which no provision was made ; no further proceeding 
has therefore been made with the subject, as appears by the subjoined 
letter from Dr. Houghton. 

(Copy.) 

Ofpice or State Geologist, 
Detroit, Nov. 8, 1844. 

Dkas. Sib : — In accordance with your request^ I have furnished for 
the use of your office such township maps as were contained in your 
several lists furnbhed ; but I am unable, at this time, to furnish such 
maps of fractional sections 16 as seem to be contemplated in your 
requisition. 

The township maps furnished the Commissioner General of the 
U. S., and also those maps furnished the several land offices by the 
Surveyor General of this District, do not in any instance contain the 
meanders of fractional section 16, nor do they in many instances con« 
tain even the gross quantity of land contained in the whole fraction. 
The maps appear to have been made with reference only to such 
lands as were to be offered for sale by the United States. 
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The resalt df thid i% that to subdivide those fractibhaf sections Into 
lotsy and t6 furnlah yod with thetr contents, it will b4 neceilsa^^, et- 
dierito make re-survejs of these fractional sectioni^ or to ^ back t6 
thel field notes of the original surveys, ort file in the Surveyor 66tt^ 
tal'ii bffice at Ciiircinnatf. ' The fatter plan is undoubtedly the it\ih 
one for obtaining the Information, bnt it Will require dn amoatW bf 
labor whfch was not Contemplated by the the Legislature, andf fot* 
which no provision has been mtfde. 

I have corresponded with the Commissioner G^nerdl at Wasfciny- 
ton, upon this subject, and he has issued' inisti'uctions to the Siln^^ydih 
General at Cincinnati, to offer me such fa6iliti^s for completing ffiis 
work as may not be incompatible With the rules of his offide ; but as 
the Work will require the services of a clerk for several nSbths, for 
the payment of whose salary no provision has been made, it will be 
impossible for me to proceed further until such provision is made. 
i am, Sir, very respectfully, 

Your ob't serv't, 

DOUGLASS HoaeaTON', ' 

/ l^tcUc GeologisC 
Hon. D. V. Bell, Corner Stat^, Land Office, Mafshatly Mich. 

,, ■ . • t ■■,.'• ' i ' / 

pn apQount of the want of the ihfo/m^tioii sought to be..o]>^iii6(k 
and the conse^ent inability to perform the work.requiMid^iaiiqli iQi 
convenience- and embarr$issQ^pt has been ;0cca9iQl!ied9,bQtl^ tq^tbeiipr 
plicants for fractional parts of tbofte factions, and. to this office.^ It 19 
therefore a work of necessity, and it is submitted, whetbor tb^ achjQof 
interest fund should pay the ex^nse to be incurred) oif a fKogific<aj{| 
propriation be made for the same* . . . . .v ; ^ , 

. The provisions of the apt of Jast winter es^J)li^h«9ig.th#i ^ms bftvo 
very generally proved well adapted to the complete or|;anizaf^n &nd 
the-perfe[Gt gqypi^inent of . tlje dejjartqpient^tn its pffi(5iajl;Opjer^tio»|. 

Previous defects were therehy remedied,* and altpratiQAs of ^ the '^ 
]aw3 made, witb a., view to the accomplishment of tb^t objeat,.»iyJ,witb 
tli^ experi^Aee of th^ past year undef the |^reseiM; o^j^nisation^ no 
additional l^gislatioa ^e^m^ necessary, e;icep,t 951 one.or fiiro a^jj^^fi 
which are heireinafter submitted, to, the considj^aliQn of ,jlbp -l^giala^ 
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The dia&ge in tbe mode of leasing the improved UniTemt]p find 
School, landai, which^ anxious aa I waa to jnake every source of in- 
come avaihibte to its utmost extent, I suggested in my last reporti 
%nd which was adopted and incorporated in the present l^w, it was 
hoped would prove more advantageons as being productive of a 
larger amount from this branch of revenue, but the experiment as 
tested during the past year, has not equalled the expectation, and |he 
result has proven its impracticability. 

By the returns made to this office by the sevsiral supervisors, 3,889 
acres, including meadow Isuids, have been leased to September, 1845, 
equivalent to two seascms, for the aggregate sum of $537,49, A ve- 
ry large portion of this amount will be taken for supervisors fees and 
oharges^nd the balance will remain mostly in notes of individuals^ 
tbe .collection of which must be attended with the usual expense and 
uncertainty. , Owing, perhaps, to combinations among bidders, or for 
aome o&er cause, the lands it will be seen have not leased for suffi- 
cient to warrant incurring the great expense of postages to and from 
the several hundred supervisors, tbe payment of their charges, and 
the incidental expenses of collection i while the leases given are an 
incumbrance,^and prejudice the sale of the lands leased. It )s there- 
fere doubtful, so long as the policy of giving short leases is adopted, 
(a^d which is undoubtedly, asa geneical measure, the thie one) whe- 
fll^r any leif^rm and ^eTieraZ mode of leasing can be prescribed, 
#ti(ich in its practical results would be of any great advantage, es- 
pecially while a credit is given for the payment of the rent; and 
t therefore respectfully recommend the repeal of so much of the pre- 
sent law as relates to the leasing of these lands by the several super- 
viflors, and the re-investing of the Commissioner with the Authority to 
give leases on such terms, as may in his discretion appear conducive 
io the benefii of the several fund& 

Immediately upoh the passage of the act establishing this office 
before allttded to, I publicly notified sill purchasers of Univerisity and 
School lands, through almeet every newspaper in the state, that 
prompt payment of all dues by the time limited in the law, would be 
exacted, and that no ** redemption '' of forfeited lands by the pay- 
ment <^ anreara^t a| had been formerly practised, would be per'- 
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Thepaymente were therefore generally made in seaton, and cOm« ' 
paratlvely but few cases of forfeiture hare occurrod— -out of abme * 
1400 purchasere with whom open aodounts exirtt only eighty IklMlo 
pay by the time designated fai the law. Many of tk«ae tendered Aeir 
payments afterwards, and the office hat been importuned io reeeif vi 
them, but the terms of the law being absolute and imperative, punettt-* 
ability inlhe payment of dues being very desirable for the reaaona '- 
given in my last annual report, and a due regard to the eifoot upon ' 
Aitaire paymenis if a deviation from the rule should now be miule, 
constrained me to refuse such payments in all eases. 

The consequence of these delinquenciea has been in a great ma* 
jority of the cases severely felt ; the purchasers intending no vohfti-' 
tary forfeiture, but either through ignorance of a change in the rule 
or from providential disabilities have failed to make their payments 
in due time. 

For obvious reasons, the office could not with propriety reoeive any 
excuse for non-payment, and under the circumstances, I concluded 
to withhold from the succeeding publie sale, all such forfeited landa» 
and to present the matter, in connection with the subject of fiMrfeit- ' 
ures generally, for the consideration of the legislature. 

Thefmfeitwe principle has been incorpomted in all the laws gov- ' 
eming the sales of these lands, but in consequence of relief legis- 
latioa, by poetponemenf of payments from time to time, and by the 
praetice heretofore of allowing arrearages to be paid before the an- 
nual public sales of those lands occurred, no oeercibn of payments fai 
aecordande with the exact terms of the law, has been exercised, aiid ' 
consequently no apparent hariship under its provisions, has appeared 
to exist, until the present time. Viewing this subject in Its various 
aspects, it may be questionable whether the present provisions 6f law 
are best calculated to promote the interests of the several ftmds, and 
at the same tirtie ensure to purchasers the mest perfect justice. 

The law as it is and ever has been, provides that in case of tbd 
failure to pay either instalments of prindpa), or the interest which 
may be due by the «* iirst day of March, or within six^ days there« 
after, '* all the right and interest of the purchaser, in the land pur* 
chased shall become forfeited, and the land be subjected to public sale 
to the highest bidder. The first day of May is therefore considerad 
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d^ Jiimt fixed by the laW| a^d aU purcb^sefi upon, vbich paymeiits 
a|re.dv6|i aod remain unpaid after that dcuft are decla^red forfeited. 

, ^Qif it is ui^mastip.naWy fMroperlbat a limit should be oetibr the. 
recc|>tioi» ef paynocntBi aad diat in cnae of failure to pay^ a forfeit" 
VQ;0fi[ l)ie }and purpbaf^d sboiild oGeur^ for ibese proYiaiooaare emi- 
DeoUy eesential* and without them diaordePf embarroaament aisid ioit^ 
ry i99fit,en§ue. . But ^he question ia whether sueb provisions cannot 
b^ ^retained and exist in such nvodifted form, as ai the same time they 
enmii^ safety to the fundsy they afiord some relief to Ihe invoHintary 
and unfortunate delinquents 

I tfaafefcf ^ d^ei9 it lay duty to submit this maiterto the oocsidera- 
tiqp of the legislature^ and to suggest m altoration in the law to the 
^fiect that 1^ Q^fiea.of (|elii;Kmenc3^, or non-payment^ by the time now 
fif ^^ the delinquent should be privileged to redeem bispuicbipie any 
time thereaHer, previous to the day set for the annual fall public ^ale 
by t^^ p^meut.of arrearages due with, a penalty or per cent^ga upon 
t)^an\04ntof ^uchdues^and ifnot then paid, the purchase to beeopoe 
forfeited. Th^ penalty should^ of Qourse, be sufficiently larga to in- 
duQo prompt pjaymenta, andto operate a^ a preventive against wilful 
delays, but by the paymsmt of which, delinquents may as a I«^ re* 
flOiCWayailtheilQselves of the. privilege af&rdedffand.secure their pt}r- 
cb0«eB^ 

Purcbi^ars,.^TerBed by su<^ a provision in tbe.law« could e:speot 
no fiirtber jrelie( |. and it is very probablo. that much time and expense 
oCvpoCiial legislation upon, individual applifsations for relief undier tto 
existing laws,, would be tl^ereby saved ; independeojt of tha eyils 
afiiii^g froin the inabili;ty,tptdisc^imina,ta betw^n.tba wo;rthy and. 
unworthy subjects of relief> and the encouragement given by such lp« 
gisiftipn Xq the indifference and carelessnesa of purchasers. 

Pronq>t payni^nts of du.es by purchasers are indispeneiably neces- 
sary in securing to the University and to the school, districts the most 
efrly and, advantageous use of the monies they are entitled to 7e- 
eaij^i^ I and in contemplation of such an, alteration in the. law as is 
abpve alluded tOf and ita effects upon such payments,. I am of tliH^ 
opinioi} tj^at the per centage or penalty should not be less than fifty 
per qent. on the amount past due ; this would offer xk) encouragment 
tQL pjrocrastint^tiiNiif aiS^rdafl the relieX the most unfortunnfe deJinr 
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^oot eoald ftspootr itud yot ptMorro tbo pri&eiplo of btkUurp kk 
its most necessary and useAil ends. 

Very inany» and perhaps all of the delinquents of the past year, 
being of the character which such proposed alteration is intended to 



relieve, I respectftilly recommend their cases a$ subjects of relief, 
and that they lAould be permitted to p^y up arrearages due with suclr 
costs as may be incidentally attached to them severally, and they be 
thereupon restored to their original rights. 

The ampunt. received ip warrants on the internal improvemenl 
fund, Sn aceoui^ of sales of University lands, as will be seen by state- 
ment hereinbefore given, is $17,895 21, which, together with the p»r^ 
of 921,817 27, otherwise received into the treasury to the credit of 
the University fund, under the provisions of the ** Act for the relief 
of the University of Michigan,'^ approved March 11th, 1844, amounts 
to 989,212 48, and is so much of the $100,000 authorised by thajt 
Act to be received in internal improvement warrants to the credit of 
that fund. ' 

Pursuant to law, the State building lands have been., brougbi into, 
nfiilost, and were offered at public sale on the dth June last, the salee 
and receipts on Account of which lands will be seen in a preceding 
statement. . ^ <* 

Of the 500,000 acres of land gmnted by Act of Congress, Sep; 4y 
1841, for internal improvement purposes, 499,459 77-100tU| %crek 
have been selected, according to the returns of the selecting i^^ents t 
and as a knowledge of their location may be of some public interest 
I subjoin a statem^nf showing the number of acres in tne ^eiy^fal. 
lips and counties in which they have been selected 
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hUerwU h^atemeni iands sehatedunji&rthi ptahiHimM of the Act 

of Congress of Sept. 4, . 1841. 

Ottcma Countf'-^CdnHnued, 
13W 



s^r^' 



7 cc 

ft 14 



s 

8 



imia County, 

6.810.49 
« 7»d«6.15 
" 7,132*W) 21,29W4 



9 N 7 W 16,668.96 
9 •* 8 *< 17,456.35 
l0«* 8 «* 8,158.57 4^,883.88 

Barry County, 
IN 9 W 882.94 • 

^.« 9 «V 640.00 l;02S^94 

6 N 9 W 910.69 , 

7 •' 9 " 5,280.51 

8 " 9 " 17,096.13 
t «« -9 (•- ia,05&S2 
10" 9 " 8,882.39 

5 " 10 •* 1,674.88 

6 «« 10 •« 1,024.56 
T "10 ** 4,914.ft2 

8 *«10 " 15,013.44 . . 

9 *• 10 ** 10,905.06 
5 *« 11 " 8,111.52 



10N13W li6,108.16 
4 ♦•14 « 9^,840.00 

7 ** 14 ** 2,300.30 . 

8 " 14 '« 11,031,08 

9 " 14 " 18,595.68 
8 «« 15 *« 6,481.^ il!2,185. IT 



'Kalamazoo County. 
4 S 9 W 5,825.512 
4 '' 10 *' 10,80426 

4 ** 11 « 2,996.95 19,126.73 

iSi/. Joseph County, 

5 S 9 W 3,067.47 
5 •* 16 ** 6,652>37 

5 »• 11 •« 2*662^ 12,382.57 

Van Buren County. 

2 S 14 W 320.00 

3 " 14 •< - 320.00 

4 « 14 « 858.73 

1 ** 15 ^« •20.00 1^81^7^ 

Berrien County, 
8 S 18 W 640.00 .640.00 



6 « II 

8 "U 

9 "11 
5 ** 12 
***12 

7 " 12 



a 
ic 



500.00 

1,268.06 

19,295.53 



5,920.00 

164.71 

3,502.46 

8 " 12 " 14,171.57 

9 " 12 *« i0^785.12 
10** 12 ** 15,941.32 165,477.48 

Allegan County, 
4 N 11 W 1,564.23 
4 •* 12 ** 7,469.68 
B «< 13 ** 320.00 
2 ** 16 ** 640.00 9,993.91 

Ottawa County, 
6 N 13 W 5,647.84 

6 »* 18 ** 116.93 

7 *« 18 ** 7,947.26 

8 ** 18 ** 20,728.47 
• *• 13 *• 18,888.21 



7 N 
7 «* 
B 
7 



8 
7 

8 



Shiamassee County, 






1 

2 
2 
3 

4 '* 



E 

ii 
li. 



582.^1 

600.00 
5,774.43 
^,478.60 
%<8e7.52 ... 
3,879.00 
9,797.95 '29,999.71 



9 N 
11** 
12** 



Saginaw County, 
4 E 1,968.88 
6 ** 2,834.04 
6 <« 12,808.07 17,610.99 



Tuscola County, 

10 N 7 E 3,660.95 

11 *• 7 *' 5,540.82 

12 *< 7 ** 16,051.04 
18 ** 7 ** 10,046.88 
12 ** 8 ** 8,129.84 
18 ** 8 *« 1,878.98 40,808.51 
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hUemal hiprovement lands selected under the provisions of the Act 
of Congress of Sept. 4, 1841 — Continued. 

Sanilac County — Continued, 

TVira. Jlofird. Jer4§. T>fl*lAertt. 

10N16E 7,945.65 

11 •< 16 « 2,240.00 

12 " 16 " 2,080.00 18,185.65 



Genesee County. 
N 5 E 1,028.06 1,028.06 

Sanilac County, 

10 N 15 E 820.00 

11 " 15 '• 2,160.00 

12 «« 16 *' 8,440.00 



Total acres selected, 493,459.77 



or these lands there were sold : 

In 1848 45,420.97 acres for $50,787 43 

In 1844 80,840.86 «< '< 101,103 64 



Total acres sold, 126,270,83 Total sold for $157,891 07 

8814 49-100 acres of which, amounting to $11,018 11 have been 
sold to and paid for by 69 pre-emption claimants, and there yet re- 
mains 31 of such claimants, whose lands are not paid for, but are 
reserved under the provisions of the law concerning them. 

Nearly all of the sales have been made to actual settlers, and a 
considerable amount to emigrants from other States. 

The condition of the grant of Salt Spring lands, remains unal- 
tered, and precludes the possibility of an advantageous disposition of 
them by the State ; preventing their useful occupation, retarding set- 
tlements in their neighboriiood, and depriving the State of the use of 
their proceeds. It is, therefore, with respectful deference^ suggest- 
ed that an early application should be made for the passage of an act 
by Congress, permitting the State to sell and convey them. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

D. V. BELL, Commissioner. 
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ANNUAL REPORT of the Board of Internal 

Improvement. 

Office or Intkhnal lMpnovsM£NT» 
Detroit^ December 2, 1844. 

To the Honor alley the Legislature of the State of Michigan : 

The undersigned Commissioners of Internal Improvement, agree- 
ably to the requirements of law, respectfully report : 

Oh the 9th day of April last, the official term of the Hon, Tho- 
mas W. Wells, former President of the Board, having expired, 
and he having declined a re-appointment, the present incumbent 
was qualified as his successor and entered upon the duties of Acting 
Commissioner. The corps of Engineers in commission the previous 
year were continued in service, and Samuel Stone, the former Sec- 
retary of the Board was re-appointed, and his services are still ren- 
dered in this office. Immediate and untiring attention was given to 
the rapid completion of the Central Railroad between the villages of 
Jackson and Marshall, beingsome thirty-two miles. Early in June 
the cars made regular trips to Gidley's station, and within one month 
thereaftdr, the road was in tolerable running order to Albion, and ear- 
ly in August was completed to Marshall, a distance of one hundred 
and ten miles from Detroit* The extension of this road has increas- 
ed its receipts to a very considerable extent, Qnd fully justified thft 
High expectations of the public, as will appear by the tables annexed. 
The experience of the past year has admonished the Board that some 
department of the government should he clothed with discretionary 
power for meeting contingencies which may be highly detrimental to 
the public interest, and for which some special legislation may be re- 
quired. During the most of the past summer, the steamboat running 
from- St. Joseph to Chicago, professedly in connexion with theCen* 
trai Railroad, and which indirectly receives a bonus from the stale 
of two thousand dollars per annum, connected herself with the steam- 
boat association, by which the travelling ptibric were subjected to inw 
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position and increased expense, and the public revenue essentiaUy 
impaired. The stage company owning the line between Marshall 
and St Joseph, are obnoxious to the same charge, and the public can 
have no guarantee that a similar fraud upon their rights will not again 
be perpetrated, unless the legislature in its wisdom shall provide a 
remedy. . t 

The grading of the road between Mar^all and Kalamazoo was 
put under contract in October, 1843, and 99-lOOths of the same was 
completed and a6cepted within one year thereafter. The contrncts 
for timber on the, road have been generally fulfilled, and the bridges 
are being built by thorough, and competent mechanics, who willy 
undoubtedly, have thenx completed by the first day of June next, 
ensuing. The laying of superstructure was let at reasonable rates, 
and the work has rapidly progressed. About one fourth the wl^ole 
distance, (36 miles,) is now ready for ihe iron, and the balance will 
be completed in July next. Notwithstanding the unexampled rapidi- 
ty with which this road has advanced, the work has met the entire 
satisfaction of the engineers, and indeed, will be the best portion of 
the line ; being constructed upon the most favorable soil, and of the 
best materials. Should there be no delay in the receipt of iron, the 
Board see no reason why the cars may not perform regular, trips to 
Kalamazoo, by the first day of August next. 

The receipts of the Central Railroad for the year ending Decem- 
ber Ist, compared with the receipts of the preceding year, exhibit 
a large increase of business, and it should be borne in mind, that 
this augmentation of business and receipts has been unattended with 
any considerable increase in the running expenses. . One new en- 
gine has, indeed, been purchased ; but it was put upon the road late 
in the seaspn, apd no exVa number of men have been, or will be re* 
quired for the present on that account. This engine is capable of 
performing one third more service per trip^ than those heretofore 
used, and is so constructed, that in running over the road at the rate 
of ten tniles an hour, the road actually sustain? less daniagp than by 
the operation of smaller engines, which go with n^ore velocity. The 
small number pf engines on our roads, compared with the amount of 
business to be done upon them» has heretofore compelled the Board 
to allow them to be pushed to their i^trnqst capacity, consistent with 
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the safety^ of pasdeiij^e^ aiid ft^lghU luHWithirtatidlng their abidtiigf 
eoAtiction of itd s^riousi injury to the roads. This unfortunate ne* 
cesfeiiy is how partially obriated, but can txever* be ehtire?y rehiedied,' 
tifitil (he roads are fully stocked with motive pAo^er; The expenitd 
df keeping the roads in good running order the past season, was Very 
much enhanced by the unprecedented and continuous rains. Tfte 
fall, however, having been extremely favorable, the Board are ena* 
tilled at* the present time, tb. report thetii in exci&TIent cbudltibn. Oli^ 
kem of expense, we beg particularly to mention, with the reoscM 
wbieb influenced us in making so large an outlay. Allusion is ta^ 
to the ereotion of a warehouse id th1<s cityif V'^h® warehouse YleMfli- 
fore occupied, (belonging to the Farmei^s^ and Mechanic^ Bank) 
warn too remote fix>m the office of Interna r lYnprcvement to bey as lb 
quite desirable^ under the immediate observation of the acting Cotti- 
miasioner, was too small for the wants of our increasihg busfnes*-^ 
was at best a poor building, and in bad repair, and for the «se^f 
which, the State ^as paying an annual rent of three hundred and 
sixty doHars. Under the presetii arrangement it is believed tlwt 
ample room is secured for the business of the road, fbr at lea^'five- 
. sixths of the year, and all other objections to the old warehouse en- 
tirely removed. We are also i^mbled to dispense with the serf Ices 
of the walehfnan, heretofore employed for tlie security of the did 
warehouse and public dock4 

The board have had under long and continue deliberation t1ie#x 
tension of the railroads the ensuing summer, an|d the result of their { 
deltberstions is the solemn conviction that no new ground ah^d be 
iyroken. The appropriation of land for the- prosecution of oor pu^c 
- works, heretofore made, and the large amount of oUtstandinjg war- 
rants and interest bonds now by law rooeifabla for those lands^ com- 
stituting more than sufficient already, should they be so applied^ to 
taker up all the unsold portion of State lands avaikliie for purposes of 
internal improvement, would seem to have lejfl no means, at preeent, 
at all adequate to a vigoroua prosecution of eithier the eeottlil or 
southern road ; objects whieh, if the Stale bad tisef means, would 'be 
vastty desirable. Should the general goVernnietit, however^ mattfe a 
further grant of land &r purposes of internal itnpfo^rementy the pub- 
lic wo»ld call for ah imroedkta extension of ^oar Mdtroads; and .with 



-I 



L, 



Joint Doc.] 4 [No. 4. 

thk aid tbe ofcjoct ooold bo attained wi^m any aog^ontaiipn q£ the 
public debt Tbe citizeos of the woftern and aouUiem countioa of 
thm State, will feel most soTorely and injariout ly what we truat will 
bf but a temporary eosponaioa oT oonstrudioo. Nevertbelei8> frooi 
their known intelligence and patriotism, we doubt not they will m(M 
cfceerfully acq^uiese in the policy recommended. 

In June last the Palmyra and Jackaonburg railroad was purchased 
Xqr the sum of twentyHwo thousand dollars, at a sale under the Act 
mthorizing a loan of twenty thousand dollars to thai company, and 
Jms thus passed under the superyision of this board. That portion of 
ibis rpad from its junction with the southern road to the village of 
Teeum^h, was, some two years ago, gratuitously fitted for the iron 
by .the enterprising citizens of that place, under an agreement with 
.the directors of the Erie and Kalamazoo railroad company, that it 
should be forthwith ironed and stocked. That company having fafied 
to comply with their engagements, the road has been suffej^ed to di- 
Japidate, atid would require, at the present time, the expenditure of 
rtotne t^n thousand acres of land before it would be in a suitable oon- 
dilion for ironing.. The valley of the Raisin, and the contiguous 
oountry finding a market for their surplus wheat at the mills upon 
that river and its tributaries, is of the very best quality, and is under 
'a high state of culti vation« . If that portion of the road was completed, 
f it would divert to the southern road and our own ports, the produc- 
tions of ottr own soil, and thereby withdraw from a formgn corpora- 
tbn and a foreign porty their principal, if not their only means of 
subsistonce* The freighting business alone, between Tecumseh and 
Monroe, may be safely set down at forty thousand dollars per annum. 
'What proportion of this sum is paid to the Erie and Kalamazoo rail- 
road company, cannot positively be known ; but it is estimated by 
catftiOHS business noen, thai at least onerhalf or two-thirds of this 
amount takes that direction. The true importance of the southern 
road can nerer be fully known until the entire business which legit-* 
invitely belongs to it, shall be done by it. Nothing, in the opinion 
of this board, will so imfmediately and successfully accomplish this 
object as the completion of the small portion of road indicated above. 
The I^a PlaisaoAe Bay toad, ^ioh was acquired by the Stale at an 
, jszpense t>f thirtyHwo thousand five hundred dollars, produces no rev- 



^ 
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eatte«ild aiibrds no facilities for business which might not be secured '^ 

by private enterprise. Should the legislature direct the abandonment ^ 
ofthikr #olid and authorize the conipletioii of the Tecumseh branch of 
th6 Palmyra and Jacksonburg road, the transfer of thp iron fVom otie^- 
t(y the other, would complete the latter about one half the dtistanee*' 
The board deem this subject of such vital importance to the bnsibes^' 
attd reputation of the southern road, that they beg, most reapectfull5r ' 
to urge its merits upon the consideration of the legislature. The re- 
construction of the road between MonroO'^nd Adrian, and other in- 
dispensable repairs baa absorbed the entire receipts of the soutbern 
road, as was intimated in the last report from this office. It is 
now reported in good order, and can be continued in good oonditioA' 
hereafter at a much smaller expense than has heretofore been re- 
quired. The gross receipts of the Southern Railroad, for the ensu- 
ing year, if the connection of the Palmyra and Jackson road there* 
with should be authorized • and profi^ided for by the legislature, and 
consummated before the ensuing' fall business commences, mtgbC 
safely be estimated at one hundp^d thousand dollars. 

The estimated expense of keeping the Central Railroad ia good re-t 
pair the ensuing year, is thirty thotisand dollars. Should the brklgoa 
on the line require any extmordbuiry repairs, the above amount must> 
be proportionably increased. 

Central Railroad. 

Receipts for the year ending Nonem^. 30, 1844* for the transporUt^, 

tion of sundries^ as follows : 

52,241} passengers, 983,55103 

10,089,056 lbs. merchandise, . 33,255 31 

4,480,334 lbs. agricultural productions, 6,704 77 

1,094,222 lbs. ashes, 2,130 25 

155,645 lbs. vehicles, 830 69 

40O,SO4 feet lumber, 481 14 

2,0261 M shingles, 858 67 

127,029 bushels wheat, . 15,055 77 

144,234 bbls. flour, ^ 57,933 90 

6,909 bbls. salt', 4,167 92 



Carted ibrwarclf . «204,928 45 



* 
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. V Brdiigbt forwardy 


4^0 bbls. fish, 


3^901 bUs wbbkey, beer aod cider» 


9 oordi woodf 


Domeatic animals, 


OWIiw, 


United States Mail) 



Expenditures, 
For' running and repairing road for the year endnig 
Nov. 80, 1844— 



•904,M8 45 

994 30 

: 1>14I 43 

la 87 

aa 73 

419 70 

4»d02 36 

$211,160 84 



I>etroh station, 


$4,528 81 


Dearborn . do 


1,146 71 


Wayne do 


947 04 


Ypsilanti do 


1,324 24 


Ann Arbor do 


1,523 02 


Dexter do 


997 58 


Davison do 


710 87 


Grass Lake do 


, 986 62 


Jackson do 


1,645 31 


Gidky's do 


. 607 03 


Albion do 


675 00 


Marshall do 


906 37 



Repairs itiach'ry and dars, $17,726 46 
Freight and passenger trains, 6,170 94 
Repairs of road, 32,723 97 

Pay of engineers^ 7,968 10 

Oil account, 3,886 70 

Wood account, 4,948 84 



$15,999 50 





^„..-„,.t dftfif) din ft-f 


1 




Nelt profit. 


$121,750 33 


Disbursed as follows : 




Paid State TreMurer, 


$25,845 41 


Iron accounty Central Railroad, 


43,183 55 



Carried forward, 



$68,528 96 $121,750 38 
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Brought forward, $68,628 96»121,755 33 

Iron account Southern railroad 14,240 98 

New locomotive, southerp railroad, 12,231 44 

New warehouse, 1,824 88 

New locomotive, central railrord, 155 81 

Construction, 1,855 56 

BuiWbg tiiew cars, id, 976 46 

■ 118|813 59 

, Cash on hand, «2,936 74 



The review of the last year's bnstness indicates, witii great clear- 
Bassi the capabilities of tlie roiid, its growing importance, and the 
well grounded data, which ennDled the late Board confidently to 
predict, that the reoeiptoof the year now past, would exceed two 
hundred thousand 4ollars4 That this has been attained, and indeed, 
exceeded, is attributable, in a great degree, to a persevering adhesion 
tb thai system of policy marked out' by the Isite distinguii^ied Presi- 
dent of the Board of internal improvement. The late extension of 
this road; in connectimi with itS' past history^ ins|)ires the firm per- 
:suasion» that the gross reeeipts ofthe comtngyear, will not fall short 
of two hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars. Should our next 
harvest be as abundant as the present appearances of oar \l(h^^i fields 
indicatev as a greater number of acr^s have been sown than in any 
. previous year, the computation, will, most, probably, be too low. If 
on the other hand, the crops should be cut off, it may be somewhat 
too high. At all events, we aim at a thorough preparation for doiag 
any amount of business which offers, and the addition of two eight 
'wheel passenger cars, and two baggage cars, now in progress of 
construction, will enable us to confer better accommodations upon the 
travelling public, than it has be^n in our power ever before to have 
afforded. The apology, if any were necessary, for investing more 
money in passenger cars, is found in the fact, that the increase of 
passengers on this route for the past year over the preceding one, 
is over 70 per cent., as will appear in reference to the following 
' table : 

Year. Totaf. 

1838^ 29,3071 

• M8«, 26,804J 
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Vew. . 

1 


Out- 

- 1 " 


?"•■ 


Toliil. 

« « 


1840, 


< r • 


• ■ * 


25,165 . 


1841, 


( 


' • t * 


25.418, 


1842, 


15,876 ' 


14,764 


30,640 


184a, 


16,259 


14,.384 


30,643 


1844, 


27,72e 


24,515 J 


52,241 i 



To compl^le i\m Qentral railroad from Marshall to Kalai^azoQ, 
whlGh iaCkides th« bttUdingof a car house ai Kalainaz<x>, the station 
buildings ftf Galesburg and Battle Creek, the nece^sa^y side tracts, 
turn rounds and wells, the settlement of damages ifor right of way, 
lusd pa.^nient of the retained per centages atiHe time of the re^letting 
of tlie work, a farther appropriation of tiventy thousand'acmaf 
land is required The opinion of the Board is, that this appropria- 
tion wHIoorer nil jost expesditares and^deBnaiids, and.ootible theai 
to put^ the work to^ a •rapid conEi|^tioni Without it-, they <appre)iend 
. gre^t difficulty and dday« 

The present amount of indebtedness for iron, spike and machinery, 
payabh& out of tbe.nett receipts of the Central and Southern roads, in- 
eluding the bonds issued and the amount doe the Utioa and Sehene6- 
tady rail Toad company for icon, purchased the past summer, and for 
which bonds have not been given; is as follows-^ 

Di!ke at the presem time, $6,863 54 

PalHhg due prior to July 1st, 1845, 30,913 72 

Aradum (payable at an indefinite time, 22,787 51 



TotaHebit to this account, •69,664 77 

The above amounts, due at specified periods, we hope to meet early 
next summer, and should the spring open as favorably fpr business 
as is now anticipated, we hope^to be able to pay the whole of above 
amount during the season. The extinguishment of this debt 
is the more desirable, from the fact, that subsequent to the pe* 
riod named above, the nett receipts of all that portion of our 
' public works now producing revenue, will be absorbed in the pay- 
ment of interest upon our public debt, agreeably to act approved 
March 8, 1843. 

Soma portions of the work under contract, are being, or hfum been 
compl^^) notwithstanding the appropriations for those speciiftc works 
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were ttxhauHted. The Board think it doe to tkemsetves td reiMIrk, 
that in allowing those yrorks to go on to eompletion, tksy oiimo re- 
luctantly to the opinion, that an abandonment vrhen nearly complfM* 
would lay the ftundation for au application to the Legislature for dao^- 
Ag^8» greater 6ven than the an^unts of the estimates beyond tbeeums 
stipulated in the coatraots. In accordance with this view» tlie Board if 
permitting the completion of the Clinton dt Kalamazoo Canal between 
the Tillages of Frederick and Rochester, and the construction of the 
feeder, agreeably to acts approved March Isl, 1849, und March 9d| 
1944. The lettiogs were in strict conforn^ity to law, and the grosf 
amounts of the contracts were less than the amount of the apprppria* 
tion. The extent of dilipidation only developed as the workprogi^ 
sedf was found to be much larger than was apprehended when the 
work was conumenoed, an^i had been» no doubt, very much increased 
since the estimate of the chief engineer made some two- years be« 
fore. The^amonnt estimated beyond the appropriatioii (which is all 
exhausted) for this extra work, and in payment of w,hich, the coi^r 
tractors look to the Legislature, will be communicated, if desired^ 
whenever the eng^ieer in charge shall have made h!s final report 

The unprecedented high stage of water in the St. Joseph river 
during the entire summer past, has prevented the improvement of its 
lower portion. The sum of $1,041 66 has been advantageously 
expended between Union City and Sturgeon Lake, a distance of 
twenty-one miles. 

t 

Balance of appropriation unexpended, 1^17,708 34 

Should the ensuing eiunmer prove favorable for the farther {wrose-.; 
cutidn of this improvement, immense .good may *be Aotieipated from 
it Those who wiU be more immediately benefitted by it, aad who 
have not heretofore shared very largely in the a^vattagci^ of public 
eipeiidfturot will^- with grei&t justice, deoaandiU prosecmionof that 
work at the earliest feasible momeot 

The contra<its «^for clearing the flood wood from, And etberwiee 
improving the naip^gation df^ FHnt riv^, from the village of Flint to 
the Saginaw river," were entered into earlyjin the summer, and ' 
the work has progressed in a satisfactory manner. The eoh- 
tracte aiinotmt to #5,850 00, l^olring an unexpend^ balance oT 
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•460 00; A part of this balance will be expehded in paying the 
agent having charge of the -work. 

D. Ferguson, Jr., Esq., under instruction fW>n) this office, has 
made a laborious examination into the condition of the timber and 
other materials for the construction of the Saginaw Canal. The 
hewn timber has much of it gone to de6ay ; some has been used in 
the erection of "bridges, barns, houses and mills,'' and the residue is 
claimed by the owners of the soil upon which it is rotting. These 
individuals hold that the State has no right to use the limber for anfy 
Other purpose than that fbr which it was origfnaliy designed. Some 
BfnaUpartoftheUltnber has been drawn together, but by far the 
greater part, is scattered over a large tract of land, lying either upon 
the ground, of slightly elevated upon the blocks upon which it was 
hewn. The Board 'are of opinion, that valuable las the remains of 
the seventy-one tbou^nd dollars invested in this Saginaw Canal pro- 
ject' may be, it is still exceedingly deubtful whether it will fully cover 
the cost of farther prosecution. . , / 

* Two hundred and eighty-seven dollars and twenty-one cents have 
been paid ibe current year upon a contract of 1841, for the im- 
provement of Maple river, and the farther sum of eight hundred and 
eleven dollars and thirteen cents is now due. 

The whole number of miles run the past year by the six locomo- 
tive engines, which have been on the central road during that time, 
is one hundred and thirty- eight thousand and ninety*«ix miles, ave- 
raging twenty-three thousand and sixteen miles per each engine. 
The whole numtwr*of days run* is fiHeen hundred twenty-four and a 
half, and the average daily performance is ninety-one miles* < The 
engine *^ Marshall,^' in charge of Mr. Francis Puegoet, has run in 
two hundred and sixty-one days, twenty five thousand, five hundred 
and ninety miles, and lus engine is kept in superior order. Indeed, 
upon no railroad in the Union, is machinery kept in sucti uniformly 
gvod order as upon the central road of this State. No p^rsoq has 
been injured upon any of oiir public works the past year^ which is a 
P'^ty. good proof that the men employed are careful and pompe.tent. 

The vepprts of Joseph.H« Cleveland, Esq^, superintendent of the 
southern road, and John M. Serxien, chief ^epginoe^ ejpoomp^DijQ^ this 
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repoit, and are referred to for more ample infomiation in reference 
to the works immediately^ under their control. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

O. C. COMSTOCK, Jr., 

ROB'T P. ELDREDGE, 
JOHN J. ADAM, 
Commissioners of Internal hnprovemmt 
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SkUemefUofthe Property of the State of Michigan^ under tkeehttrge 

of the Agents of tlie Board: 

Three writing desks, 4 tables, 5 chairs, 3 stoves 

and pipe, 3 paper cases, 1 wash basin, 2 pails, 

1 pitcher, 1 water pot, 1 wash basin, 1 basin for 

stove, 8 stools, 8 brass candle sticks, 30 lbs. of, 

sperm candles, 1 tin dust pan, 1 duster, 1 broom, $109 75 

1 iron safe with two sets keys, cost 315 QO 

1 set books of Board of Internal Improvement, 
1 do do Acting Corner C. R. R., 

1 do Detroit dc St. Joseph R. R. Comp-yi 

2 fire shovels, 1 pr. tongs, 2 coal kettles, 1 poker, 3 25 
2 Farmer's map of Michigan, 1 do. of Detroit, 7 00 
i large map of the United States, 10 00 
Lot of maps and profiles of the different public works of 

Michigan, 5 do. maps of Michigan, 
Lotof stationery of all kinds, 30 00 

Sundry public documents and papers, contracts, vouchers, 

reports, &c., &c„ 
Session laws from 1887 to 1844, inclusive^ 

4 levelling instruments and stafis, 200 00 

1 surveyor's compass and chain, 26 00 

i transit, 3 measuring tapes, 4 book cases and chests, 33 00 

$7M 00 

Account of Stock and Tools in Car Shopj Detroit, under charge of 

George Gibson : 

12 work benches, at $10, $120 00 

' 2 double do, at $8, 16 00 

4 stoves and pipe, 60 00 

'18 new hand screws, '18 00 

10 old do., ^'50 

lOflatfiles, 5 94 

19 doz. hand saw files, 17 Oa 

12 car door locks, 6 O'O 

21 papers 20 oz. tacks, ii 63 

803 gross screws, 1^1 50 
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61 doz* fmdlocks, S 75 

3 casks nails, 15 oo 

4 sledges, 2 50 

2 copper glue kettles, 5 oO 
1 iron furnace, 1 25 
1 board rule, 50 

1 tape line, $1,50, 1 spirit level, $2,50, 4 00 
30 saw benches, 15 oO 
2 large trussels, for putting in pedestals, 2 50 

crane, windlass and tackle, 50 00 

150 feet 4 inch rope, 15 00 

3 single blocks, 3 qq 

4 trucks for shifting cars, 15 00 

2 slates, 38 

6 pair match planes, 4 50 
13 moulding planes, 13 00 

2 saws, 1 50 

1 cross cut saw, 3 00 

19 augers, 9 50 

1 steel square, 2 00 

1 slick, 1 00 

2 hand axes, 4 oO 
4 bench planes, 3 00 
1 trying square, 38 

7 Wrenches, 3 50 

1 grindstone, 2 50 

2 doz. drawbore pins, . 1 00 
1 gal. oil and jug, 150 

, part keg whitelead, 1 00 

windlass for taking up cars in paint shop, 10 00 

I bbL glue, 129 lbs., at lOcts., 20 64 

500 lbs. curled hair, 120 00 

200 yds. fringe, at 25cts., 50 00 

161 yds. canvass, at Is. & 2d., 30 18 

12 yds. cotton cloth, at 9cts., 1 08 

12 bunches cotton cord, 2 25 

. } lb. thread, 75 



Joint Doc] 



ii9 



[No. 4. 



lot tufils and tacks, 
'^'1 frame for drying car sashes, 
' 1 liohow auger and bitt, 
- 6 quire sand paper, 

cloth lace and trimmings, for 8 passenger cars, 
1 desk and inkstand, 

1 passenger car, unfinished, 

* 

H baggage cars, unfinished, 
^ 4 large passenger cars, 
' ii small do do, 

2 baggage cars, 

4 eight wheel freight cars, 
89 fo\ir wheel freight cars, 

15 racks, 

16 canvass covers for racks, 
1 snow plough, 

8000 ft. ciear pine lumber, at $16 per M., 

500 f^. cherry boards, 

2^765 f\. ash and white wood lumber, at $10 per M., 



1 00 
4 00 

2 50 
1 85 

175 42 

1 75 

475 00 

250 00 

5000 00 

2000 00 
500 00 

1800 00 
25500 00 

2450 00 
510 00 
200 00 
128 00 
15 OO 
227 65 



•40,062 oa 

Jmow of Machinery^ Tools^ Stocky ^e., at and belonging to MocUm 
8kop C. R. R. under charge of W. F. Chittenden, 

7 locomotive engines and tenders with the small tools 
belonging to same, 

4 setts blacksmith tools complete, 

9 vices, 

3 screw plates with taps and dies, 

1 turning lathe with slide rest, and small tools complete, 

1 large lathe incomplete, 

8 drill braces and drills for same, 
1 portable forge, 
1 large punching machine, 
1 R. R. wheel press, complete, 

1 small wood car, 
i wood sam, 

lb 

2 narrow axes, 
2 oil cans, 



45,500 00 

400 00 

108 00 

60 00 

100 00 

200 00 

45 00 

20 00 

100 00 

4 

150 00 

40 00 

4 00 

8 00 

20 00 
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4 9$ofe and complement of pipe, ^ 

^ new locomotive cranks, say 

3 tlre3 for driving wheels, 

4 do^ do truck do 
400 cords of wood, 

30 tons stone coal, 

900 bushels charcoal, 

97 dfiZt assorted files, 

700 It^ cast steel, assorted sizes, 

9b.to^sbAriron, 

7PP0 U^. old cast iron, 

2000 dO; old copper—3/?ttw, ^c,^ 

29 bUs. summer strained lard oil, 

4toi>^.o^<l wrought iron, 

8^, c^r axles, 

10) pfUrs truck tenders and 10 car wheels, extra, 

$ ^ do driving wheels, extra, 

12 dp truck wheels, new, 

^PO lbs. castings, do 

4^50^ do spring steel, 

5 'sets car springs, extra, 

1 truck for engine JactcsQ^, 
12 small. shop lampsi 

2 glpb^ Interns, 

12 sets hose for locomotives, 

1 locomotive tank, extra, 

2 do bells, 

4 R. R, wheel patterns ; small brass patterns for 6 
engijcies ; 1 sett turn round patterns ; 8 frog pat- 

. terns ; I sett lathe patterns ; 1 sett passenger car 
patterns ; 1 aett freight car patterns ; 1 large four 
feet stove pattern, 

1 sett pattern maker's tools, 

f Miiisoa's locomotive lamps, 
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lao 00 

300 00 

150 00 

100 po 

700 00 

150 00 

12 00 

216 00 

140 00 

240 00 

70 00 

300 00 

450 00 

120 00 

1,200 00 

1,000 00 

2,500 00 

102 00 

400 00 

315 00 

200 00 

00 00 

2 00 

3 00 
50 00 

250 00 
40 00 



1,500 00 

25 00 

180 00 



•57,745 00 



tj 
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Imti pf PrdpMf mder ffe tmre if ike Wi^k MMfor, JDeiroa, 

December let^ 1844. 

1 horse, $100 00 

1 cart, 10 00 

1 chain and whiflletreet 2 50 

9 setts harness, 10 00 

1 blanket, 2 00 

2 whips, 1 50 

1 currie comb ; 1 brushy 25 
15 bushels oats, S 75 

2 platrorm scales, ««Fairbank's,'' 170 00 
1 do do not in use, 85 00 

3 trucks, 45 00 
1 four wheeled truck, 5 00 
1 platform for weighing, 50 
12 lamps on posts, 6 00 
3 lanterns, , 7 50 

1 oil flask, 25 

2 spades, 1 50 
1 crowbar, 1 00 
!2 pails, 37 
12 bUs. and 5 kegs laid, 3000 Ibft 105 00 
58 kegs spike, «*200," 225 00 
35 kegs spike, <aOO,^' 2IS 37 

1 table, 2 00 

3 chairs, 04 

2 inkstands, 25 

1 sand box ; 1 wafer box ; 1 ruler, 25 

2 taUe lamps, 06 
1 stove and pipe, 3 00 
1 sprinkling pot, * 25 
1 fire diovel, 25 
i dDOMR brooms, 75 

#1,101 84 
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Intftnt^y of Mate' Praperikf in ««e»o« the GenimL'Suil 'Road^ frtAi 

petr^oittp Marshul^ 

57 shovels and spades, value, about $57 ,00 


14 picks. 


" " 21 00 


27 iron bars, 


" ..'* . '^'^ ^9 


28 axes, 


«* , »< 35 00 


.36 Qpike and nail hammers, 


'' " 25 00 

1 


3 cant hooks, 


*' " 5 00 


* 

2Q cold chisels, 


5 • 1 


20 punches, 


« <c 2 50 


9 wedges, 


" ** 2 00 

, J . ' ' • , ■ 


IS wood and repairing cars. 


* ** ' " 1,050 ob 


6 horses and harness. 


* " ' •* 360 00 


2 w;»gons. 


« ** 30 00 

. , i' 


3^ buck and hand saws, 


'* '" 32 Op 


26 stoves and pipe. 


" " 300 00 


.15 pails, 


" " 4 00 


25 wheel baVrows, 


*» «' 40 00 


6 grind stones, 


ic « '5 00 


30 ^amps, lanterns and candlesticks, *« " '40 00 | 


19 chairs, 

1 


" " ' 20 QO 


12 oil pans. 


. *1 , *' 5 00 


f4rplatibrm scales, 


" . !* : 160 op 


v6. saw setts. 


" ,/** 3 00 

{ ' ' * / • . • 


.9 t9J>les and desks, 


** *' 40 00 


:4 shovels and tongs. 


" " 1 50 


8 ink stands. 


ii u 4 op 


a.drills, 


*' ' , 1 op 


^ square, *' ** 38 
18 j|pike punches, " " .?,^.^ 

Also at Ypsilanti and Davidson's sta- 

♦ • .'■■'' 
„ tions, 2 pile hammers, value at 180 QO 

' ' 1 ''■:'> ■ 



XAst of ^Property on the line of Clinton and Kalamazoo Canal ^ 5e- 

longing to the State of Michigan, 



1 leveling instrument with standard and box, 
1 leveling rod with target, 



955 00 
4 50 
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1 surreyor's compass.with staff, 30 00 

1 Gunter's chain, 66 ft. long, 3 00 

1 rule, 4 ft. long, SO 

1 do H ft. do 14 

3 field books, ^ 25 

1 tape line, 13 

*Z pumps made for pumping water out lock pit no. 1, 3 00 

1 set of models to cast irons for lock gates, 8 00 

48 perch of stone, at $1, 48 00 

260 do do do do 70 cents, 182 00 



335 52 

Invoice of Froperty at the mouth of St, Joseph River ^ in charge qf 

J. jE. Sutherland ^ Co, 
9 socket poles, 
3 oars and 2 boat hooks, 

1 cable chain, say 
8 lines, 
3 pair rock nippers, 1 rock hook^ and 1 crowbar, 

2 X cut saws, 
5 axes and 1 sledge, 
2 iron blocks and chieves, 
1 grind stone, 
1 anchor, say 
1 pair double blocks, 

1 cooking stove and furniture, 
^ jugs ; 2 jars ; 4 tin and 1 wood pails, 

2 oil cans ; 3 tin pans ; 1 coffee pot, 
10 plates ; 2 earthen dishes ; 2 pitchers and 11 bowls, 
10 cups and saucers, 8 knives and forks, and 3 spoons, 
10 bed ticks, 

1 snag machine, 
1 covered scow, 

♦178 00 
Grand Rapids — in charge of D. Ball. 
3 scows ; 1 shaft with iron gudgeon on each end ; 1 bevel wheel ; 
1 sett blocks ; 1 pile driving hammer. 



$3 00 


2 00 


20 00 


15 00 


6 00 


6 00 


3 75 


2 00 


1 50 


20 00 


3 00 


10 00 


1 76 


1 50 


1 00 


1 50 


5 00 


50 00 


25 00 



< 
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RepQrt of the Superinteriiieiii of Sfobtliern ftai^roacL 

Ib'tif^BanoraUe th* Board i^hiterHal ■iaprcviamf.f' ■■ ; "..rn bfia 
- The uademgnad Kmtb* boDM-ta-npvu^itkat OivineriipHifluMHi 
axith«ra railr«Mdif«Ti th«''jrau.<etidiDgiilUminbBf :8<^/lS44triiM» 
^,94asi;;' :irbiah)!4>ut fer-th«'iiiiMnua^«dK>rt'«hiU';«BafiiiK| 
tkwseotion, a id noA olhsr pwtaof IheStBM, tlm)tst«e«9(d«!w6tU 
Iwn bean wntqidenMjr ilica4u«d.' \' ■)■'■- ^ :.ii'i \ , [ 'i.x d-'.Mi hnn 
The ftlloiring«re Ae expeidftafWror'tKi 'J'tftV': ' ' " -^^ ">"■■■'■■■<"■■' 
Rspftira of rood, ■ ' "■' " - '' *"" 4^9,^^^ 

Buildingandrtpairofcar.,'' ■ '■ ■" ' ''; '" ^"^ "'"itym^S^ 
Orl^Bl'&oiutrndtioii of rottd, " .>!;>■■■ "' >= -"'i|i)i^"fir 

For running cars, viz : , . ,,, j , 

Pnj of enjpneora, 

Wood, " '■ " "''"'■■ ■■'-■■■'■'■"■"■' 

Oil,";' "; ' ■ ' '^ 

Moo^ de^I, 
Ida station, 
PBlmym station, 
Petersburgh station, 
Adrian station, 
Pittsford station, 



_i 11) ., 



Clayton station, ' 

Hudson station, 
Hillsdale station, 
Freight and passenger trains, 



I'l pf}h]ie y<! 






Ammeu nnpaid l>jr rapsrintMulaitv ••. v, 
< Do do do do : laM^jnaa-jf 






. It wU te oiifHvad thai a i-.-j--— , — -. t-^i .->•} — law— ^^^ 

•MaoK&l-r^wriBglheioad. Inniy MM'lr«poi*'l<ttt«la4tk^baM( 
tdly of roMitairtiDgti^'a hpg> ymiw ■bfla^batwfo.iMwiwIiit 
JUrian. At thBttin»itma«qfcnd4hit>aM:«e'A^ti*dci*iwfKi& 

ft i -J-.' T'.-.'.ytfcjM 
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Admn wwiM ohlj require ordinary repairs, haviiig then been used 
only A part of the previous year. 

, The jalU and ties, however, hayinir laid several years subject la 
the action of the weather, had become much decayed, and the heavy 
and almost conttnuttl rai^a whfofohaVe\ptevai%d'\he'fmM^y9trf^^ti:^ 
nM^tthtf litendj deaa)rtni^>«imlieYft''wrJthl watert'So^aajtoiimke it iie- 
eoawry^tar^xpehd <diece«ho«nlei^raan}osrit fynrbfmm^i Another: 
pMrti9Kofth»isaad, ieadingffoia'the' depot atiklonro»rto the ship. «ii^* 
iil .kn#ogw ef about <one mile itn^iki^h^' n<lfeuaediUBtiltlaiit..3reBi^ 
and which was laid with cedar ties,b«id-iodier1vi0e isippaeenftlyi welil 
eonbtructed, was .fp|ui^<3 .tq.h^ i*%«W^. 9on?lif io|i ^ Xq jequir,^ it to be 
liipb\^t "Vt^ the exception of a portion of the mud silLs.. ^everid 
^i^yef^^me of which have been in a pjqep^riQUSij?pi|flition, ha^v^ 
i|lso jc^n^^ed a large share of attention and. expense, pa,rticularly tb€| 
one at Petersburgh across the River Raisin, which has, at considera- 
ble expense, been substantially and permaneiitly secured. 
Another considerable item, coming under the same head of expen- 
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ses, ^wQT alao appear, which properly belongs to construction,- 
work which ought to have been thoroughly done when the road was 
constructed. I allude to the opening of ditches on both sides of the 
tirack where the road passes through excavations. Generall}' in such 
p)acei>, the foundation rests on quicksand, and a thorough draining 
M tbj^l^fiire particularly necessary there, to preserve the superstruc- 
tiijfe* iThe process of filling in in such places and covering the eii- 
lite jti^k, by slides from the banks, has been progressing for several 
}re«i||L )>ut more especially the present year, in consequence of heavy 

,^N0 altof native was lefl, but to excavate and remove the large 
hadiaa.i^..eai'th, and make suitable ditches, l^o do this, it was ne- 
CMsiiiy'l^^tiild cars for the purpose, and remove the earth when ex- 
CMtvaled, in sonutcaM, to a great distance in ordei^ to-l^d « cnsiveB** 
lent place of d^pteite. Tlus work Is now nearly •completed, which 
i^nd^H the fouhdiifion secure and the track clear. The side tracks 
iMNwitcfaite wtBch wife>^impK)pea*ly built iat the depot at' iiontbe, 
hmvrtWit jrear^beeb re4>Qifal, «nd otherwise, improfsad^^ Two new^ 
rids tffttdM have hetetnaididowAat t^e emial lapdit^f) ■sid.a.pultohasft. 

ofitvtrihaUfAd^dDlkrlr'WOrllv'of'Yaitei^ th«<8id» 

Irtcka constructed. <"; 
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' 1 8d8i»itiM in my last report the diiadvftnt«|{BiifilBi(eipi|pBlii* tMmck 
Iw gddd order for the want of spike, with wkiebj tlie< iMdrUdll 
d^er^een half supplied. I hare to inform jreu IMtllArfd f^rbiift-^' 
^9df A very superior article of spike hare bee«i liiqld^» MdW* df^ 
lirhidh'koi been used, greatly improving the ooodtliCMI ^^iUkmif^A itt> 
tfiis jraytitular. ,!".:: .1 -u. "/■• • * .. ":> '»'''•• ■ -^ . • ■i*- •*•■•/ 

T AUopifaions seemed to concur that it was wisdom and 89«Bdi|lQlUD'^ 
to approprlafe the earnings of the road the past year to a tbofOUfh 
repair of the track^ and thebuijding of the rec^ijiisite number of .^- 
ditional cars, d^c*, to do the business coming to the road. Early at-. 
tention was given to this policy,, and m^asurep ^ taken wbiQh •ocujrf^y 
at an^ early period, a sufSpien^ (imovmt of mati^rjial for .th(| pur|>9fe« . 
In this, we have been succeasfuL— notwithstandipR . the season. has 
been unpropitious for accomplishing so much ; the track wast ^^^Ju 
early in the season, got into such a stale. of i;opAir# fh^t ifilh dia 
continued^ ipnipfoyecnpAts f^ripg the seaso'n, we have been able to ran 
the road :^ith perfect regularity, and without serioos accident Tbe 
road is now in excellent condition, and with proper attantioa, oaa \m 
kept in good order at a small expense. 

By reference to the inventory hereto annexed, it will a f i p a a r tkat 
a large amount of material and wood remains on hand fbr future iisa. 

There has been added to the stock of can on the ttmi thia yaat^ mx- 
teen new freight cars complete ; two more eight wheel patasogar 

cars, and one large double rack, at a cost of 7,903 0§ 

1 pair of extra driving wheels and 1 extra crank, 7d7 M 

13 repairing, dirt and timber cars, 5W 00 

Wood, ties, rails and timber on hand, 9,217 00 

1 horse, purchased this year, 80 00 

Spike on hand, 300 00 

Railroad iron purchased for side tracks, 000 00 

New castings on hand, 040 02 

Spring steel on hand, 900 98 
Stoves, clocks, harness, and sundry small articles for 

use of road, as per vouchers not above enumerated, 400 00 

Car lumber on hand, 48 00 



Carried forward, 014,004 19 



New wheels furnished to ears already on hand, IjOOO 00- 



$18,018 58 



'l*he'at)oVe IS shown b$ nett profits, besides a large amount oharged 
in witn repairs of^ rdaa which cannot be correctly (estimated. 

' t5k ite hrst day of Juiy last, Ihe 'State commenced carrying the 

UiiM"fektes'Maii on this road, at $3000 00 a year. Ohe quarters^ 

pay fell diie on th§ first of October, but has not been received from 

ure department. 

All of which w respectfully submitted, 
nut oi -Id- n*^ «v.fl ... ,n ...• : <..• V j_ jj^ CLEVELAND, ' '' 

otfp^. 8. R. R. 

* - 't ■ ♦ ■• •. . , . • ': < 
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4Q0 00 

1050.00 

22 00 

, 29^00 

7 50 

17 00 

25^50 

13 50 

12 00 

<• ^.^^50 
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AtcTfem^n/ of Property on Southern Rail Road^ telongin^ tot^ ^ctte 
* '' 'of Michiganf under charge of Oeo.8coHi^ Sup. rep. '^6etdr *''' 

3 Iftrge timber cars, . 600.00 

4 dirt cars* 
,15. repairing cars, 

22 claw bars» 
20 i^p^ke hammers, 
,jq shades, 
1^7, ^hovels, 

« 

17. picks, 
cant hooks, 
3 orosv'eBt«a-'««, .-.''' .-^'-t^ 

^&iMi0aw8, 

' . 17 irood saws at stations, 
i ^aFnugers, 

' 90 sets and cold chisels, 
6409 lbs. spike, 

iliterse and one set harness, 
- :7.^axes, 

.;3^adzes, 

' 3. Wheel barrows, 
' i2< grind stones, 

' rtst^el square, 
"14 ehalk lines, 
' '4AElls, 

' 3'«€t)ves at stations, 
MOOift square^timber, 
084!)nies, 
3500 ft. of raib maiMUcMi} 

At Sif&tini MtiiHckJaridih !IKni£ ; 
1886 cords wood, at 8^., '^ ^' ' '; " * 'Wife 00 

Under charge of A jLimngsidnf Supt. Car Sliop :' 
mpuldmg j^Ianes, 
10 augers, 
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'i.j%5^00 

,.,,,.;..,.•,.,,% .^. ^n.iiMO^OO 

■.Ou-''i-.-^.>00 

,.. ! .w>{9'>ao 

-: jaiM^OO 

• v-.>-/-tfMr7.-*26 
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6 00 
I2 00 
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7 work benches, 
149 patterns^ 
2000. ft. pine )ju,Dfthe,r, . 
960 A « cherry lumber, 

41 freight cars, 

8 four wheel racks, 
3 four wheel racks, without springs, 
2 eight wheel racks, 

2 new eight wheel passenger cars, 

3 small passenger cars, 
1 V«Sg*g® car, 

4 I 

k 1 

1 set transum plates for doable car, 

2 freight car frames, 

' Under charge of J. 8, Kingsland^ Supt, MaMmMrf. 

' 4 locomotive engjnes. 
^ 4 pinch bars, 

6 small oil cans, 

*4 pails, 
' 4 litoimers for engines, 
' '40 'wrenches for do, 
' 6 cold chisels, 
>' '2fthoYel8 in.depoty 
SO lbs. lead, 

} 4 sand boxes for engines, 
.lO^ftxels, new, 
MO bolts, forged assorted, 
1000 car irons, different sizes, forged, 
too iniritch irons, 

'3 copper ilues for engines, . '. 

"2 'pair bellows, 
C '!l aaoivils, 16 pair tongs, 2 hammers, 25^8elt iiatoaefti 

and punches, 6jnip<Ji:iyfj^,lyf;fW?i? vip^Jbe^^^ 
(,/. ,-9^^ces, 1 hacksaw, 8 plates and dies, 21^ tc^ps^ .6 
wrench^forshop;^ 2. reamers, l^U spring tools, 

^^ 12 files, 8 sledges, 1 set tools, 2 tool boxes in shpp, ^ 
. , ^ rings wire, 



.>•> 



70 00 
500 00 

?7 00 
120Q0 00 
800 00 
400 00 
TOO'U 
2500 00 
900 00 

250 00 

.... " « 

15 00 

'150 00 

♦. . ' 

.J f: 

28900 00 

1^^ 00 

3^' 00 

^ IJ'OO 

•-4»^eo 
- to^oo 

3 00 

.'2* 00 

-2 .50 

: 61K) 

160 00 

Be 50 

: 126^00 

TO ;oo 

. . 16 If 

40i0« 



.'V ?.• 



* \ 
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250 00 
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2 set re|mir arhtelS) '•, f . ' i . . 

< 2 tons old metal, 
-1^ new car springs^ 
' il lathe, and tools, and band wheel, 

• . 1 grind stone, 

i 1 large stove in depot, 

'^l* large tin oilcan, 
/'I |)air patent scales, 

. 1 ball packing, 1 roll wire for spark catcher, 
' 6 t»il cans for depot, 
%}Kifeei stovepipe, 
1009 scrap steel, 
MK)0%crap iron, 
iMlterge lamp for engine, 
lOM bushels charcoal, 

* 90 IKS. old brass, 

TifiO lbs. old copper pipes, 

♦•'1 hew crank for engine) / « 

WO lbs. brass castings, 

'^ififtkt calking irons for fliie^ 

f.'d jintall bells for engines, 

MOO Jblird coal, 

«' 1 ilde sole leather, 

'tM'lfts. sod sodder, 

IK'Ifilb. short iron, 

tOOCifts. round iron, 

1 iron square, 

1 solding iron, 

1 desk, 
12 brooms, ' ' ' 

8 jack screws, 

4 tallow cans, 

1 set tools for cleaning boilers, 

1 rake and coal box, ' - 

1 band wheel car, * ' 



I .r.' 
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50 00 

00 00 

ISO 00 

200^ 

2 00 
9000 
10 00 
7&00 

li'OO 
8^00 

3 75 
' 00 00 

130 00 

80 00 

65^00 

4^50 

7 50 

100 00 

18^ 00 

10 00 

2 00 

d'^0 
7 50 
^•2fe 
13 25 
75 
1 00 

i 50 
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2 wheel barihows, 









' • » ' ' 
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04 00 
4 00 
3 00 
2' 00 

40 00 
* 00 
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>u>l^Urge]^box to contain bolts ; 1 rack frame ibrvbli mid 

' •• VI steel; 1 coal basket, 

' lOieSitra coupling chains, 

H }5lb^. Sal Ammonia, n* 

(iMdiirill sticks; 20 drill bitts, 

nolilfiroken crank, 

0u2(|tcks for raising cars, 

;in2r4)ades, 

'Jl'lBhakle bar, , n /* 'li.« j- ••• 

^•;1 ^heep foot bar, 

.,,2<5«^ood saws, 

i-oLoxe, 

ij >4)i3iUs. tallow, 

602t.bbls. lard, 

(».>l,,l|ird kettle, . 

/.80;gallons oil, 

(:<;2^egs nails, 

t ,)5,Qi^ casks ; 1 gallon measure ; 1 tunnqU 

<v)2^ije shovels, 

uoltlpt truck wheels for engines, not pivfiatt^ 

^,XB6 lbs. castings, 

Afil^ do spring steel, 

9Q0:, do square and flat iron, 

ffH2s do band iron, assorted, 

3^09 do old tire, 

,;*'lf)iorse and harness, 
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2 50 

10 410 

1 00 

16 00 

S& 00 

HO 00 

I 50 

1'50 

1 00 

8 W 

I 0# 

4k '00 
.;4 M 
95tO0 

a M 

1 «0 

1 M 

!M 00 



•\' . » ( I > . -'<•,' ,1 >895 ''OO 

.^ . 4§ 00 

67M 
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At the office Monroe Depot, 






415 'M 

mm 



r black walnut table ; 1 covered table ; 1 long writing 

.^tsjble and desk ; 2 stoves and pipe ; 1 pair shovels 

an^ tongs ; 8 chairs ; 1 ink stand ; 2 sand boxes ; 1 

w^afer box ; 1 leather stamp ; 2 rulers ; 2 quires p^- 

per; 4 ledgers; 1 journal; 2 day^ books, , marked 

., jmirnals ; 4 blotters for daily entry ; 1 large fraighl 

,. bo^k ; 1 large book freight way bills ; 1 passage ^y 

,„ bUl book ; 2 bundles quills ; 1 large writing desk ;, i 

ream way bills ; 4 lard lamps ; 6 candle sticks ; 
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2 pair snuffers ; 1 water pail, 
1 wash bowl ; 1 tumbler ; lot passage tickets ; 3 sticks 
sealiBg wax ; 2 pieces tape ; 1 iron fender ; 2 spit 
boxes : 1 bottle rod ink ; 1 bottle blue ink ; 1 bottle 
black ink ; 1 desk stool ; 1 long table i 1 oil jug ; 1 
oil can ; 1 copper lard can ; 1 clock ; 2 lamps; 1 iron 
chest ; 1 pair andirons ; 2 brooms ; 1 dufet brush ; 10 
lbs. rope ; 1 bed cord ; 1 small slate ; 3 pocket books 
for train ; 1 pair scissors ; 2 balls twine ; 1 large 
sponge ; } ream passage way bills ; 1 night lamp ; 16 
pad locks for cars, 500 00 

At the Adrian Station. 

K 

1 desk ; 1 black walnut table ; 2 ink stands ; 1 sand 
box ;- 1 letter stamp ; 1 chair ; 1 stove and pipe ; 1 
pair shovels and tongs ; 1 lamp filler ; I horse and 
harness, 100 00 

' At the Hillsdale Station. 

i writing case and desk ; 1 ink stand ; 1 sand box ; 1 
pair snuffers ; I pair tongs ; 2 stoves and pipe for the 
same ; 1 iron candlestick ; 6 chairs ; 1 clock ; I horse ; 
1 sett harness ; 1 chain and whiffletrees ; 2 glass 
lamps ; 1 ash pail, 150 00 



Total amoupt, f 93,410 24 



6 



Joint Doc] 38 fNo. 4. 



Report of Chief Engineer of the Central Railit)ad. 

O. C, Comstqckf Jr., Esq, y Acting Commissioner: 

Sir : — At the cjose of the lost year the central railroad was in 
course of construction from the village of Jackson westwa;rd to Kala- 
mazoo, a distance of about sixty-eight miles. On the seventh and 
eighth divisions, extending to Marshall, the grading was complete, the 
bridging in progress, materials for superstucture for the most part in 
readiness, and the labor of laying down the track about one half per- 
formed. Contracts were made shortly after for building car houses 
at Jackson and Marshall, and also for the station buildings, side 
tracks, d^c, at Albion and GidleyV, as well as such other work 99 
had not previously been provided for. 

During the winter, the laying of the t mber was of course suspend- 
edf, btit every thing was done that could expedite the progress of the 
work on the return of spring, and although the season opened 
very unfavorably, yet by the middle of May the track wa^ laid 
and ironed as fur as the iirst station, ten miles beyond Jackson, and 
the daily trips of both passenger and freight trains were extended to 
that point. On the 2d day of July the road wsis opened to Albion, 
ten miles further, and finally to Marshall on the 12th day of August. 

Many of the jobs were at that time unfinished, but have since been 
prosecirted to completion, without interruption to the cars, and upon 
these two divisions there remains. but one unsettled contract, which 
is of no consequence as regards the use of the road. 

On the ninth and tenth divisions, from Marshall to Kalamazoo, the 
whole line was placed under contract in the summer and fall of 1848} 
for grading, bridging and furnishing materials for the track. The 
most of these contracts were completed by the 1st of September last. 
In the prosecution of these jobs some delays have occurred for want 
of the right of way ; but][such difficulties are now so far obviatecfas to 
admit of the construction of the work, and it is probable that a couple 
of months will suffice for the completion of all the unfinished grad- 
ing. About four fifths of the timber has been obtained and is in rea- 
diness upon the line. The small amount still required will easily be 
procured before it is wanted for use. 



^ 
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The ccMitfacts for bridging; have also progresded satlsTa^orrly. Of 
th« bridgts over the Kalamazoo river and Battle creek, three' are now 
ready for the track, and the fourth so far advanced as to leave nb 
doubt of its completion in due season. The amalter, or bent bridges 
ttfdr eithef' completed or in prograss. 

The grading upon this portion of the roate is genttrally tight, re- 
quIriQg but Ijttle time for the consolidation of embankments, and with 
the exception of some three miles of heavier w^^^k, unfioished or. too 
fresh for use, was in readiness for the reception of the superstructure 
by the 1st of September. Contracts for laying down the track were 
accordingly made iarly in that month, for which purpose the line 
was divided into sections of about two miles each. Upon several of 
these jobs very satisfactory progress has been made, and there is at 
this time between eight an^ nine mifes actually laid down# the? greater 
ptf rt of which is dressed ready for the iron. 

The .laying down will necessarily be discontinued while the ground 
ia.l>otitfn ; but the timber now lacking will be brought on diiring the 
winter^ and together with that already provided, will be framed and 
ma^oready for use, which will vtty much facilitate the work when 
it is recommenced. 

Should the spring open favorably, 1 have no doubt that the work 
may be completed to Kalamazoo during the summer, knd in readi- 
ness for the iron by the first day of September, at the latest. 

Contracts are yet to be made for the necessary stations, side tracks 
and fijttures, and also a car house at Kalamazoo, for all of which, 
however, there is still ample time. 

Since the date of the last yearly report, certified estimates and 
accounts against appropriations have been issued as follows — 
Oft the 7th & 8th divisions, from Jackson to l^ar&hall, 981,281 25 
«« " 9th & 10th divisions, from Marshall to Kala- 
maeoo, 160,032 87 



Total, 9241,314 12 

To complete the road to Kalamazoo ready for the iron, is estima- 
ted at follow 



For i^inc and ditching, $11,300 00 

•* timber, 10,016 00 



Carried forward^ •^,216 00 
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BfOttgtit forward, - i9d,919 tM> 

» bridging, . 7,047 00 < 

* hying traok and dressiog roadiray» ft4f478 00 

* stations^ side^ tracks and fixturos. .fi,000 00 

* road crossings, cattle guards, draios, dsA., 91,000 00 
> car houae at i^lamasoQ, . 6,000 pO 



•77,641 00 



RaspoctfoIYr submitted, 

by your ob't ser^» 

JNO. M, BERRIEN, 

Chi^ Engineer. 



Ariicies in charge of Engineer Depttrtmemt^ CnUrni Mail Road: 

4 transits, probable value, §190 06 

5 levels, !850 00 

6 levelling rods, 10 00 

2 compasses, >:- 50,00 
8 chains, , 1^ 00 

3 flag staffs. 1 00 
2 axes, 1 00 
2 hatchets, 50 
2 stoves and pipe, 20 00 
1 drawing table, 4 00 

4 chairs, 2 00 

1 writing desk, ^ 0A> 
2- tin paper cases, * 26 

2 inkstands, 50 
Ipail, • 50 

2 small boxes, ' • 

1 b6x drawing instruments, incomplete, 8 00 

1 ivory scale, , 1 00 

6 rules, 50 

3 triangles, . . ?^ 
1 pile hammer, (Battle Creek) / 75 00 

«6^'75 
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ANNUAL REPORT of the Superintendent of Public 

Instruction. 

f 

Offick of Supsrintenokkt of Public Inbteugtion, 

Ann ArhoTj December^ 1844. 

To the Legislature of the State of Michigan : 

Agreeably to requirement of law, the SuperiDtendent of Public 
Instruction submits his annual report. 
The undersigned would not swell this communication, hy dwell- 
' ing on topics, which have been sufficiently discussed, in reports here- 
tofore presented to your honorable body. He may be permitted to 
allude to such of them, however, as he conceives cannot too often 
be brought to the consideration of all concerned in the subject of 
popular education. Imbecility, ignorance, and dependence, mark 
the incipient stages of human existence. And yet, the infant posses- 
ses all the original faculties of both body and mind, that belong to roan 
in bis meridian strength and greatness. While Ihese possessions are 
shared, in common, by all men, blessed with an ordinary cor- 
poral and mental constitution, still, all history attests that man is ca- 
pable of subsisting, through an indefinite succession of generations, 
and never emerging from the level of the aboriginal inhabitants of 
our beloyed country. Henee, it is apparent that, the vast difference 
which exits between the savage tribes, and the most learned, refined, 
and virtuous societies essentially depends on a suitable education. . 
This consists in a proper development of all our physical, intellectual 
and moral faculties ; and in the establishment of right exercises in 
all these faculties. Its immeasurable value, therefore, must be seen 
and felt, by every enlightened and contemplative mind. Talents, 
. and property are not bestowed on us by a benignant Providence^ 
. merely to subserve our own selfish interests. They are a valuable 
deposit^ partly for the benefit of others. In their application, there- , 
fore, we are not to loose sight of those obligations, which grow out 

1 
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of our parental, social and political relf tions. Education should b^ 
universal. 

This position may be argued from the capacities and susceptibili- 
ties of man — from the universal desire for knowledge — from its be- 
ing promotive of the happiness^ prosperity, and honor of individuals, 
societies and nations. 

Education should not only be universal, biit it should be supported 
mt the public expense. 

The history of society and nations, must convince every* one, that 
popular education, prevents crime, lightens the public expenses, and 
renders property, reputation and life comparatively secure. The 
sons of those who are poor, and unable to educate their offspring, 
perform much of that labor, which, directed by science, enhances 
the value of the rich man's property, and multiplieshis comforts, that 
labor which augments the wealth and power of the State. They are 
obliged, in some measure, however poor, to share the public burdens, 
by working on the highways, serving as jurors, and otherwise— be- 
sides, in seasons of war, they usually, in a higher degree, than the 
wealthy, sustain toil, privation, and suffering in the service of thefr 
country— rthey imperil, and, often, sacrifice their lives in fighting her 
battles. 

The useful discoveries, and inventions of many of the sons of the 
poor, have placed their names hJgh on the scroll of fame. They 
will be perpetuated as long as the biography of the great, and the 
records of science and the arts shall endure. 

A small district is unprofitable, and, so far as practicable should be 
avoided. It will rarely possess numbers, wealth and efficiency 
enough to establish and sustain a good and prosperous school. In a 
large and sul^cessrul school there is something inspiring to schol- 
ars and teachers; indeed, to all concerned. But a small school and 
its usual concomitants, exert a contrary influence. A small district 
commonly employs a teacher who can be obtained for low wages ; 
it has not always a due regard to his qualifications for hia momentous 
•Aployment. It will ordinarily keep a school in operati)3n but a few 
^sionths in a year. Such a district and its teacher are prone to cbaoge 
their relations to each other ; and they often gratify this propensity ; 
bfsnce, the latter is engaged a,nd dismiflsed in frequent successions-^ 
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The injurious consequences resulting from these changes are nume* 
rous and apparent. A teacher who instructs a school but a short time 
only, cannot feel that lively interest in its urelfare that he would, 
should he hare it under his tuition during many terms. Besides, if 
the teacher deserves it, the scholars will, afler a while, imbibe a re»» 
pect for his character, which will progressively increase wirh there* 
▼olution of months and years. This respect is material to their im» 
provement, and the teacher's happiness. When a tea,cher knows, 'firom 
the general character of his district, that his labors in it' will probably 
be short, he does not feel at home ; he rather regards himself as a pas- 
senger, liable every hour to be called by the horn to prosecute hie 
journey. He has not all those motives before his mind, to exhibit such 
a character, in all respects as a teacher, as should secure to him per- 
manency, support and respectability in his calling. When a teacher is 
employed for the first time in a district, he often changes a part of the 
sehool books, the mode of teaching and the discipline. This is a source 
of embarrassment to the school, and expense to its patrons. There Is 
usually a considerable interval between the lime when one teacher 
leaves and another comes. This interrupts the habit of reading and 
study, and impairs that fondness for attending schpol, which had been 
formed by the scholars. Their minds become dissipated ; hence much 
time, pains, and effort are requisite to bring them back to a state fa*' 
vorable to advancement in learning, to the enjoyment of the school. 
This mutability and the causes which induce it, are to be deprecated; 
they should be removed. 

The advantages of having a school near one's bouse — advantages 
which sway the minds of many in voting to divide districts, or to or* 
gaaize small ones, cannot atone for the evils suggested. We had 
better oblige our children to enjoy the salutary exercise of walking 
one or two miles, to a reputable school, than to send them to / 

one though at our doors, which, for various reasons, is exceptionable. 
The consolidation of districts, in our cities and rising villages, ie 
highly desirable, A district thus augmented would be rendered ca* 
pable of erecting and furnishing a building containing four rooms for 
graduated schools. The rule of graduation should haye refer^ice 
^lone to degrees o^ scholarship. The lowest department should re- 
oeive new beginners, and the highest those who intend to acqt^^ijre tho.. 
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moat liberal education these institutions could confer* Other departs 
ipenta should t>e occujpied by the intermediate classes of pupils;^'-- 
Them graduated schools would obviate the necessity of select semina- 
ries* Education obtained in thesC) is always much more ezpensiTa 
than it would be, if imparted in the graduated schools ; since these 
would be so organized and managed, as to entitle them to a due pro* 
portion of the school fund. The necessity of select schools is founded 
ia the imperfect character of the primary schools. Elevate these^ 
and select schools will be superceded. 

Many of the estimable teachers, of either sex, who have been so 
laudably engaged in the honorable employment of teaching in theas 
institutes* will, it is presumed, cheerfully transfer themselves to de* 
partments in the graduated schools. Here their situations can hard* 
ly fail to be as permanent, lucrative, and eminent, as those they hav« 
occupied. It is hoped, that the time has nearly passed, when Michi* 

in i^all senH her fair and amiable daughters to New York, Massa-^ 
chueetts, or elsewhere, abroad, to receive that generous and substan- 
tial education, ttie bestowing of which must gratify the finest feelings 
of every parents heart. In gone by days, it may, with some, have 
Indulged a supercilious pride, and imparted, in^the view of such, an 
enviable distinction, to have received an education remote from home, 
whatever may have been the advantages afforded for its acquisition 
at their usual residence. But external circumstances can afK>rd no 
suiBciisnt criterion of talents and scholarship. The exhibition of 
these qualities, upon proper occasions, can furnish the only satisfac- 
torj' evidence of their possession by any individual. 
" A suitable test of merit, now generally obtains. Intellectual and 
moral worth are esteemed; and constitute the only passport to high con- 
sideration. Advantages for the attainment of science and learning, 
however auspicious, if not duly improved, can add no excellence to 
an individuals character. One, who abuses his privileges, wrongs 
Mmself, he is unjust to his friends, he is ungrateful to his God. He 
violates an obvious and eternal principle of the Divine government,' 
which challenges universal approbation, that benefits infer correspon- 
dent obligations. 

' It is wise and affectionate to have daughters educated, other thinga 
htein^ equal, tmder the protection, and in the society of their parent su 
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Their counsel and example, their kindly sympathies and attentions in 
sickness, with motives of economy, abundantly demonstrate the pro*, 
priety of this remark. It is plainly a dictate of sound policy for the 
state to look to her own interests. We trust she will develope and 
husband her resources, perfect all her institutions of learning, and 
consummate the rising greatness of her character. 

But in order to enable a district to carry out a plan analogous to 
the one intimated, it will be necessary to invoke the aid of legislation. 
Authority of law will be required to empower a district to raise by 
taxation upon its property, an amount of money considerably largei' 
than it is now authorized to raise upon any occasion. 

Further— ^No authority now exists to enable a .district to tax itselfy 
for the purpose of raising a sum of money, however small, to pur- 
chase some philosophical apparatus, and other appliances in the acquir 
sit ion of learning. A portion of the tax-payers in some districts hav^ 
expressed a wish that such authority might be granted. 

Just here, the undersigned would most earnestly advise every dis- 
trict to procure a set of apparatus, eminently adapted for the use of 
elementary schools, prepared by Josiah Ho] brook. Esquire, of the 
city of New York. The cost would be only about ten dollars. Tho 
odvantages they would afford in facilitating, and rendering pleasing 
the acquisition of the rudiments of many of the moet useful branch- 
es of science and the arts, are manifest and immeasurable. The in* 
stxuments composing this set of apparatus, are warmly recommended 
by gentlemen whose learning and positions in society, entitle their 
commendations to the profoundest respect. They^have been conaid* 
erably employed in this, and in foreign countries, with very much ad* 
vantage and satisfaction. It is only necessary that they should be 
seen» and their use witnessed in teaching and learning their elements 
of many of the physical sciences, to secure for them universal ap- 
proval and application. 

Should it be deemed advisable to pass a law embracing these objects 
it is presumed, that the ultimate limits of the sum of money to be 
raised in each case, will be specified ; that taxable inhabitants alone* 
will be elTgible to vote in the imposition of any taxes, its execution 
might involve ; and, that it will be lefl to them alone, to decide who* 
tber the district shall act, at all, in the premiaes, But» it is not tho 
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dutyt or wish of the undersigned to ent«r into detail; he wouM onlj 
submit, respectfully, these things to the notice of the legislature. 

Popular education should be proctical. Book-keeping, though 
generally neglected in our primary schools, should constitute a 
branch of their studies. Acquiring a knowledge of this science, 
would improve the penmanship of the pupil — show him a practical 
application of the utility and precision of arithmetic ; and impart 
to him some notions^ at least, of the aiibirs of business. The idea 
that this science is only, or chiefly, useful to merchants is erroneous. 
Thousands of other persons have occasion to employ it. Trans* 
actions of a business character ore diversified and increasing. Un- 
der our republican institutions, very many become the incumbents of 
public offices. The correct management of these private and public 
affairs, requires a systematic and accurate use of figures ; and shows 
the strong and growing claims of this science to the attention of edu- 
cators and scholars. Account books, and papers suitably kept, would 
enable an individual, engaged in the roost ample and multifarious bu- 
siness, to know, every hour, were he so inclined, the exact state of 
hk matters. This would teach him what'branches in trade to curtail, 
or abandon — what to continue, or extend. In short, every necessary 
variation to the success of his operations. An acquaintance with 
the science in question, might of\en prevent embarrassments, strife 
and litigation — aye, bankruptcy and carnage of character. A man 
possessed of a thorough, and accurate knowledge of the science of 
book-keeping, by double-entry, and of industrious and moral habits, 
will find it highly available to him in any part of the civilized 
world. 

It has been lamented, that so many of our people, in all the voca- 
tions of life, are deHeient in the useful and elegant art of composition. 
This fact does not evince their destitution of native talents, or their 
ignorance of general knowledge. It does evince, however, the im- 
perfection of the system of instruction, under which they were 
educated. Composition, with which every persoil should be some- 
what acquainted, though cultivated in our higher seminaries, has 
been, almost entirely, neglected in our primary schools. This has 
probably resulted from various causes. Many may have conceived 
Ma acquisition not generally necessary, or even attainable. Some 
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teachers may have been' (nconipetent to instruct in this branch, eveii 
had they been desired to do so, by the parents and guardians of their 
scholars. But, surely, an accomplishment, which every one ought* 
in some good degree, to possess, should not be disregarded in those 
schools, in which three-fourths of the community nie to receive all 
that education, which they will ever acquire, under the immediate 
tuition of instructors. Grammar may have been studied. At least, 
many of its elementary rules may have been committed to memory. 
The pupil may have been accustomed to parsing ; and in the view of 
^iolists in the science, acquitted himself on his public examination, re- 
garding it, with high reputation. But should he stop here, yery little 
beyond increasing the capacity of his memory, and cultivating, to 
some extent, a habit of attention, will have been achieved. Let such 
an individual, untaught and unpractised in composition, attempt to 
read a few sentences, without capitals, or punctuation, and he will 
scarcely read it intelligibly to others, and, of course, undersfandingly 
to himself. Whereas, one habituated to composition, will experience 
no embarrassment in such a trial. Composition teaches the best 
choice of words, and the most just collocation of them to express an 
idea, it teaches perspicuity, force and ornament. Redundancy and 
ellipsis,will alike be avoided. Accurate composition leads to accurate 
thinking. This evolves, invigorates and disciplines thfe original facul« 
ties of the mind. A strong and clear perception of a subject, enables 
one to write with propriety and efficiency. Composition shows the 
practical application of grammar. It fixes its rules and principles, in 
the mind. It is not only highly beneficial, but a source of rational en- 
joyment to those who practice it. It prepares one to record much in- 
teresting matter for the benefit and gratification of others. Nearly 
all our youth are capable of becoming respectable writers. Some 
among them, may be destined to eminent usefulness and distinetioa 
as authors — they may write themselves up to immortality. These 
latent powers of intellect will forever remain dormant — be lost in 
obscurity, without suitable cultivation. AH valuable science may be 
employed as a defence against injurios. A strong fortress is not apt 
to be attacked. So a man, notorious for the vigor, and adroitness of 
his pen, is, on this account, the less liable to be assttiled by the p<H8on* 
ed arrows of detraction. 
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. Composition should be early taught. At this period of life, men- 
tal impressions are easily made, more tenaciously held, and readily 
recaHedf than those received in adult years. Scholars are sometimes 
permitted to write on themes too vast and sublime for their capacities. 
This is unwise ; not succeeding, they thus become discouraged ; they 
may resoit to plaigarism, attempt to shine in borrowed lustre. This 
is worse than useless — it is rather inglorious. A man of reading and 
discernment can readily perceive^ on a view of the compoeitions, and 
on hearing the oral replies of the pupils to questions, whether they are 
mere copyists, repeating only from memory the perfect language of 
the text books — the real import of which they have not maturely con- 
sidered, and do not understand, or whether they are dibplaying the at- 
tributes and attainments of their own minds. We like to hear recita- 
tions and answers to questions in the pupil's own language, no matter 
how siraple,that are manifestly the result of his own thoughts, research 
and digested knowledge of his subject. This course reflects credit and 
honor upon the scholar and teacher. The subjects of compositipn 
should be adapted to the age, capacity and genius of the learner. — 
Here, as in almost every thing pertaining to tbe management of a 
school, there is ample scope for the exercise of common sense, and 
sound discretion. The practice of composition not only improves 
ones mind in the knowledge of grammar and logic, but also in an in- 
definite variety of subjects. A writer must of necessit^read. observe 
and think, to multiply his topics of narration, description and discus- 
sion. The habit of attention and study thus formed, is of itself a most 
valuable acquisition. Select schools derive a part of their celebrity 
from their teaching composition, holding public examinations, and 
receiving the personal attentions of boards of visitors. We see no good 
reason why these things may not be extended to our primary schools. 
, Elocution which stands in intimate union with composition, has 
been justly held in high estimation by all nations blest with learning 
and refinement. It must be confessed, however, that it has been geor 
f rally pverlooked, in the tuition imparted in our primary schools. — 
The causes referred tp, that were supposed to have prevented the cul- 
tivation of composition in them, may have operated in producing the 
fact Just stated. In our country where every citizen may be c:^ lied 
upon in the career of his life, to address the primary assemblies of 
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thd peopte^ or perhaps parliamlemary bodies, it is highly desirable that 
the art of speaking should compose a part of our popular education. It 
should be borne in mind, in this connexion, that many whose pro- 
fessions will lead them to speak much in public, will receive all their 
original education in these elementary institutes. As so many of the 
sciences are affiliated, oratory cannot be studied and practised with- 
out materially benefitting the mind in the cognate branches of learn- 
ing ; besides, the organs of speech, the voice and gestures are all im- 
proved by a proper course of training in elocution. Debility of the 
vocal organs, feebleness of voice, and even aphony have been remo- 
ved, and health and energy — aye, great power of accomplishment, 
festered to these organs, by the scientiHc, skillful, and persevering 
efib^ts of the elocutionist. In our legislatures, few only of the mem- 
bers participate in the debates ; indeed, in our courts, many learned 
counsellors and astute pleaders, deliver no oral arguments. A young 

' ttian may have successfully gone through all the branches of learn- 
ing, as they are sometimes taught, from the common school to gradu- 
ation at the college y he may also have read law— ^been admitted in 

* the higher Courts, and, after all, be unable to utter five sentences ex- 
tempore, to a court, a jury, or any other audience, without fearful dif- 
fidence, confusion and trembling. This inaptitude for public speak- 
ing, in these cases, is rarely the result of necessity ; but merely of 
omission in an education which, in other regards, may have embra- 
ced various and lofty attainments. Should the young man, in ques- 
tioUjadd to all the studies we have described, the lucubrations of twen- 
ty years, utterly neglecting extemporaneous speaking, it would not 
remove the difRculty mentioned. The only way to escape this mise- 

' >abl6 situation, is, with suitable preparation, to practice habitually, 
e.ttemporaneous speaking. This course should be commenced in boy- 
hood and youth^ in the common schools. It may be extended after- 
wards, as opportunities and occasions offer. The longer a young man 
delays the course recommended, the more Herculean will appear the 
tstsk it involves. Many of our extemporaneous speakers have had no 
instruction in practical eloquence. No intelligent and faithful friend 
has hinted to them their defects, and suggested improvements. Hence 

'early faults, chie£y the consequence of embarrassment, have some-. 

' iTihea ripened into inveterate habits, adhering to the speaker with the 
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tenacity of a natural deformity. Speeches on subjects, profoundly 
studied, delivered from a brief, or without one, as may be conceived 
most advisable, and debates upon these subjects by the scholars, under 
the eye and instruction of the teacher, would prevent these evils, and 
prove extremely beneficial. The time and more particular charac- 
ter of these exercises, with the age and other circumstances of those 
who may participate in them, are left to the teacher and bis appro- 
priate counsellors. 

Music is ranked among the liberal sciences. Vocal music should 
be introduced into our common schools. Some may doubt, however, 
whether this would be practicable or advantageous. A capacity to 
learn it is almost universal. There is no doubt, the same diversity 
in the abilities of individuals to acquire a knowledge of music, that 
there is to acquire a knowledge of any other branch of learning.*— 
All have not equal talents and apitude to improve in any department 
of education. The universality of the capacity of mankind to ac- 
quire a knowledge of the science, or, at all events, of the practice 
of music, is attested by the reports of numerous schools m Germany 
and other places touching this point. All the teachers with whom Prof. 
Stow conversed, in Germany, regarding this thing, replied, that "they 
had never seen a child who was capable ot learning to read and write 
who could not be taught to sing well and draw neatly, and, that, too, 
without taking any time which would at all interfere with, indeed, 
which would not actually promote his progress in other studies." The 
introduction proposed is no wild innovation. In reference to it, we 
are far behind many parts of Europe and the age. 

Vocal music has been taught in the schools of Germany, ever since 
the time of Luther. Said this great reformer, ^' Music is a fair giA 
from God, and near allied to divinity ; next to Theology, it is to mu- 
sic that 1 give the highest place, and the greatest honor." '* Whoso 
hath skill in this art, the same is of a good kind, fitted for all things." 
Further, he added, <^ we must by all means maintain music in schools- 
A schoolmaster ought to have skill in music, otherwise I would not 
regard him.'' Music is now being taught, in primary schools, in ma- 
ny portions of our own country ; and with the high commendation 
of those whose experience, observation and reading, have prepared 
them to judge understandingly on this subject* CoL Young, whose 
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opinions, on every'thing connected with popular educatIon,deserve the 
most profound consideration, in one of his eloquent reports, to the 
legislature of New York, says, *^The introduction of music, as a 
branch of elementary instruction in our common schools. Is one of 
the most valuable improvements which have resulted from the iQ* 
creased attention which is now bestowed upon the science of educa* 
tion. " 

Music should be taught to the young. In the earlier periods of 
life, the vocal organs are flexible, readily developed, and disciplined. 
Thus, their power to perform, and to sustain exercise is increased.-— 
Singing improves the voice, augments its force, and extends its com- 
pass. It renders the voice capable of those inflections, and modular 
. lions, which are among the graces of that eloquence which com* 
mands the attention, and charms the soul of an audience. Music ex- 
cites sentiments of love, courage, or devotion, according to the qual- 
ities it possesses, and the peculiar susceptibilities of those who may 
come within the sphere of its influence. It inspires the imagination, 
refines the taste, and rouses the intellect to vigorous action. In 
many of those compositions which are set to -music, one becomes ac- 
quainted with the finest displays of literature and genius, of exalted 
sentiment and poetic fancy. It is an agreeable relaxation from the 
severer studies. It conduces to cheerfulness, and animation. The 
humanizing and kindly influence which it exerts on both teacher and 
scholars, inspires mutual respect and affection, thus rendering easy 
and successful the government and instruction of the school. 

A person must have a bad heart, who is not benignly affected by ' 
tasteful music. A bard distinguished for his analysis of the human 
heart and character, and for his exhibitions of the richness and pow- 
er of the English language, has said : 

** Tbe man that bath no munc In hiroielf, 

Nor is not moved with concord of iweet •ouiidfy 

Is fit for treason, stratagems and spoils ; 

The motions of his spirit are dull as aight» 

And bis affections dark as Erebus : 

Let no such man be trusted. " 

When Professor Stowe was in Berlin, he visited an establishment 
for the reformation of youthful offenders. Dr. Kopf, who had the care 
of it, took him to a room, in which were some twenty boys making 
clothes for the establishment; and singing at their work. On retir* 
ing, the doctor remarked, •< I always keep these, little rogues singing 
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at their work ; for while the children sing the devil cannot 001:110 
among them at all ; he can only sit out doors there, and grow], but 
if they stop singing, in the devil comes. 

Dr. Potter writes, **The Germans have a proverb, which has come 

down from Luther, that where music is not, the devil enters* Aa 

David took his harp, when he would cause the evil spirit to depart 

from Saul, so the Germans employ it to expel obduracy from the 

hearts of the depraved.'' Music, daily prfictised in a family, would 

impart pleasure and usefulness to the domestic circle. It might at* 

tach to a lovely home and its enjoyments, a promising and endeared 

son* who, without the attractions of music and its attendant delights, 

would, perhaps, have been dishonored and lost in the paths of folly, 

sin and death. That music constitutes a part of the public worship 

of God, a part of it too, in which all may engage, should operate 

strongly in favor of its conf)posing a branch of elementary in^truo* 

tion. 

A variety of studies, and the modern modes of teaching in schools, 
prevent monotony and listlessness. Practical elocution and nausio, 
are well adapted to relieve, and obviate these things. 

Various reasons manifest the propriety of introducing agriculture^ 
as connected with science, into our common schools, as a branch of 
popular education.. Horticulture and agriculture, the philosophy- of 
which is identical, were the earliest and chief earthly employment 
of mankind. They were to subdue the cartht to dress and to keep th^ 
gorden, and to till the ground. It is moreover lyrhjLen, that iM pro^ 
Jit of the earth is for alL 

When our race were perfect, a garden fraught with beauty, fra-> 
gance and food, in rich variety, was prepared, by their benificont 
Creator, for their abode. This was the theatre of their delightful 
toil — their pure and sublime enjoyment. In the imaginative minds 
of poets, rural scenes and exercises are essential to the highest, 
purest earthly bliss. Although God has said to man, In the sweat of 
thy face shalt thou eat hread^ and has thus declared, that his mainte- 
nance shall be the fruit of hi0 industry, yet, he is not, by consequeQce, 
doomed to perpetual ignorance and degradation. This deplorable 
state IS not the necessary result of any condemnation or law under 
which man is placed by his Heavenly Father. 
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In whatever aspect we Tiew agriculture, we Me it mvcgted witk 
immense importance. From it we derive loott of the neeessariee^ 
comforts and delicacies of life. They can be obtained from no other 
source. Without it, our condition, in many regards, would be a^ 
simmilated to that of barbarians. It is radical to the existence and 
prosperity of the arts — of manufactures, and of commerce ; and of 
almost every thing that constitutes the highest character of nations. 
We have a vast national domain. It possesses great fertility and 
variety of soil, with genial climes. It is capable, under a culture 
faithful to the laws of nature, as applicable to this subject, of pro- 
ducing the most rich and abundant harvests* Without a proper re- 
spect to these laws, iiowever, a succession of crops will soon exbausi 
nearly all the native fertility of the earth. Most of our learned profes- 
sions are crowded. Many of our young men leem to have fancied, that 
wealth, ease, and honorable distinction, are, almost exclusively, allied 
to the professions of medicine, law, or politics ; and hence, have 
embraced one of these as the paramount object of pursuit Too many, 
perhaps, have also embarked in merchandize, for the benefit of thenar 
selves, and the country. There are likewise, it is presumed, more 
mechanics, of some kinds, than can prosper in their oalliog. Add 
to these, numbers of other individuals, who have no profession — are 
out of employment — know not what to do — are discontented ; but 
who are capable of being useful, happy and respectable, if suitably 
engaged in business. Multitudes among these, may have, all along^ 
imagined, that the business of farming is, necessarily associated with 
ignorance, rusticity, and servile labor. They do not appear to re» 
collect, that the class of farmers has furnished hosts of champions of 
the rights of man-^many authors of useful discoveries and ioven* 
lions-*— aye, men, who have extended, in various directions, Uie boun* 
daiies of science. The practice of farming, is a most noble and 
useful art. It is highly conducive to the health and vigor of both 
body and mind. Like all other arts, it is founded upon. 8cience-*4he 
science of agriculture. Let the laws of this science be discovered, 
studied, and understood — let an enlightened application of them 
be made in the prosecution of agriculture, and its theory and prac^ 
tice, will be highly interesting — it will be elevated and popular. A 
vocation, thus rendered pleasing, lucrative and honorable, cannot 
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fail to command the attention of vast multitiides of our fellow citi- 
zecs. Among these will be many from the various ranks to which 
allusion has been made. The idea that manual labor is incompati- 
ble with intellectual and moral improvement, and refinement of man- 
ners, is utterly inadmissible. It is nullified by the physiology and 
history of man. Labor is favorable to observation, study and reflec- 
tion. The most laborious person may frequently find minutes, hours« 
and days of leisure, in which he may indulge a fondness for reading, 
study, and mental cultivation. Whatever shall disfuse abroad^a lite- 
rary and scientific taste, is a disideratum. Solid learning promotes 
individual and social prosperity and happiness. It is material to the 
improvement and perpetuity of our political institutions. 

Agricultural education in our common schools, from well adapted 
text books, and otherwise, and by competent teachers; and introda* 
cing into our school, and other public libraries, books of a popular 
character, on agriculture, connected with science, will, among other 
advantrges, cultivate and diflTuse that taste and learning which are 
so desirable. Agriculture is an ample subject. It has many auxili- 
ary branches. The appropriate text books, will, no doubt, be obtain- 
ed, or prepared. Adaptation in these^ as in many other things, is all 
important. From the agricultural education acquired in our prima- 
ry schools — extended by reading books on the subject, drawn from 
our public libraries, and from other sources, very many of our youth 
will elect farming as a livelihood. This, it must be confessed, 
would be a wise election — for surely, it is a calling for which Heav- 
en has many smiles. It is obvious, that the text, and other books, 
suitable for ourlownship libraries, should be plain — divested, so far 
as practicable, of all technicalities — free from that obscurity, usually 
consequent upon prolix and involved sentences. They should, at the 
some time, be written in a manner, sufficiently pleasing, animated 
and ornate, to be interesting and attractive to the great mass of read- 
ers. It is a matter of surprise and regret, that a great agricultural 
people, as are those of the United States, should have, so long post- 
poned that attention to this subject, which its intrinsic and relative 
importance demands. But the prospect grows more animating* 
Farmers, philosophers and statesmen, are now, in great numbers, di- 
recting their earnest attention to this important interest. They have 
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poured much light upon this department of useful knowledge, and 
won for it the public favor. It is respectfully submitted, whether it 
would not be wise and prudent, to provide by law, for the delivery of 
lectures, annually, in every school district, upon agriculture and its 
kindred sciences. The salutary influence these lectures would pro- 
duce on the public mind, in reference to agriculture and rural econ* 
omy, those cardinal interests of our country, would evidently In- 
crease the wealth, respectability and power of the State. 

In the view of the preceding considerations, and many others that 
might be suggested, the undersigned is decidedly in favor of the in* 
troduction, into our common schools, of agricultural education, and 
into our township libraries, books, of a popular character, on agricul- 
ture connected with science. 

It will be seen thi^t the undersigned has placed on the list of books 
to be used in the primary schools, the New Testament an^ Bible Rea* 
der. He, moreover thinks that the Bible should be daily and rever- 
ently read in the school, by the teacher. This exercise may be ac- 
companied with prayer, or this may be omitted, according as the cha- 
racter of the teacher, and his sense of duty shall indicate. 

In this recommendation, he is only walking in the footsteps of mul* 
tltudes of the most distinguished teachers of schools, and supervisors 
of education in Europe and America. Since, however, the course 
here recommended, has been opposed, and has evoked much earnest 
discussion, he may be indulged in giving it more than a mere passing 
notice. 

All consistent, moral and religious character, is essentially derived 
from the instruction and influence of the Bible. 

The God of the Bible honors those individuals, societies and na- 
tions, that duly regard his laws. Our "pilgrim fathers, the sages and 
heroes of the revolution, with hosts of succeeding statesmen and pa* 
triols, have delighted to manifest, upon all occasions, the exalted ven« 
eration in which they held revealed religion. They have abundant* 
ly evidenced their conviction, that Bible Christianity in every private ' 
and public relation, is indispensable to oil real and enduring great- 
oees. They desired it known, and perpetuated that our nation is a 
christian nation, that its government and laws are founded in the mo- 
ral elements of the Bible* The teaching of sectarian doctrines and 
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practices in our schools, or converting them into religious assemblies 
would be a diversion of them from their legitimate object not to be 
tolerated. But, it is conceived, they should in a general sense of the 
term, be christian schools. 

We are commanded by the Divine Author of the Bible to teach ita 
precepts diligently to the young, to place them conspicuously before 
their eyes, to talk much with them regarding these statutes, and to 
educate them in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. This com- 
mand is explicit and imperative* and puts all question of duty in this 
affair out of debate. Can it be right then to exclude from those schools, 
in which the children and youth of our country lay the foundations 
of their intellectual and moral character, that Book, which, alone, 
contains these precepts? That source of inestimable blessings to 
jnan f Certainly not. It is impossible. 

Notwithstanding the ravages of time, the devastations of war, and 
the repeated efforts of unholy kings^ind emperors, to banish the Bi' 
ble from the world, and its influence and remembrance from the mind 
of man, it still survives to cheer the nations. While other books of fa^ 
less antiquity than the Bible, have perished, it has been preserved, ft 
monument of Divine benignity, wisdom and power. Without the Bi^ 
ble, we should be totally ignorant of the origin of our race, the 
creation of the world, and of its history, for the first three thousand 
years after its existence. The purity, simplicity and majesty of its 
style are unparallelled. In these respects, the Bible, in the judgment 
of the ablest critics, very much surpasses any thing of the kind found 
in Virgil, or Homer, authors, so justly admired by the lovers of gen- 
ius, literature and song. 

In didactic argumentation, forensic, eloquence and sublime poetry 
it is superlatively excellent. As republicans we revere the Bible. 
Here we first perfectly learn the equolity of man, his unalienable 
rights, his responsibilities, and obligations. The Bible, delineates 
character. It displays the attributes, especially the moral p^rfectidiis 
of God. It unfolds all the windings of the human heart. It makM 
us acquainted with our nature and state, with the method of salva^: 
tioB. It imparts wisdom, happiness and hope. It assures us of the 
high destiny of which, under a merciful dispensation, we are capable. 
In whatever light, tb6refors,we consider the Bible, whether for its hS^ 
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(oriQ ioforumtbn, ilt liootriafiil preoapUi, or (qm the uarivftM exe«l* 
lency of its composition, we pexoei^e its oomQUUidiiig ckui<» on tiie 
serious and hubitual atlentioD of teachf rs and scholara. 

The time spept in religious exercises in the ecbools^ is ejUroaiieljr 
profitiMble. It exerts a bealthful influence on tlieir djsctpline» (nitiea 
and iroprovemettt 

I will give in this connection, an eatmoifiom |he iotersating *^R^ 
port of Piofessor Slower on elementary publio iaatiuetioii in Borope.^ 
The Professor says : «4n regard to the necessity of moial inHiiM* 
tion,. and the beneficial influence of the BiUe in aehoetey the teetfoKh 
ny was no lees ex[didt and uniform.'* Here illusion is made to tiie 
testioionyt which had been giren in reference to lAusic, as ree^rded 
on a preeeeding page, Mr. Stowe proceeds : ^I enquired of dl 
classes of teachers, and of men of every grade nf religioua faith ; in- 
striictolHi in common schools, high schools, and schools of artfOf pro^ 
feasors in colleges, universities and professional seminaries, in cities 
and in the country, in places where there was a qnifomily, and in 
places where there was a diversity of creeds ; of believers, and unbe* 
lievers; of rationalisfes and enthusiasts, of catholics and protestants, 
and I never found but one reply ; and that was, that to leave the mo- 
ral faculty uninstructed, was to leave the txiost important part of the 
human mind undeveloped, and to strip education of aln^ every thing 
that can make it valuable ; and that the Bible, independently ef tb0 
interest attending it, as containing the most ancient and influential 
writings ever recorded by human hands, and comprising the religious 
system of almost the whole of the civilised worldt is in itself the best 
book that can be put into the hands of childrBn lo interest, to exer- 
cise, and to unfold the intellectual and moral powers. Evel*y teacher 
whom I consulted repelled with indignation the idea that moral in- 
struction is not proper for schools, and that the Bible cannot be intro- 
duce! into common schools without encouraging sectarian bias hi the 
matter of teaching/' 

The Hon. Horace Mann, in his <<Sev6nth Annual Report," dec, 
says : ^^Nothing receives more attention in the Prussian sohools than 
the Bible. It is taken up early and studied systematicaHy. So fiur 
as the Bible leseods are concerned, I can ratify the strong statements 

3 
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nuKfo by ProTeMor Slow6f in regard to the abireiice of sectarian in- 
stnietioiis, or eodeaYors at proeelytlsm." 

It would seem that there is not sectarianism enoagh in prayer, or 
the Bible, to injure any one. But of this nmtter each indiridual has 
a perfect right to judge lor himself, and to act accordingly. Should 
there be parents of scholars, unwilling that their children should re- 
nmin in sobool during any religious exercises, they might be defer- 
red until its cloee, and till af^er the chilfken of such parents shall haye 
bad pern^ission to retire. Should there be but one season of religioiB 
exercises in a day, it is deemed most expedient, however, that in all 
ordinary cases k should be enjoyed in the morning; 

It should constantly be borne in mind, that popular education should 
not only be intellectual and practical, but also moral. The latter is, 
indeed, more essential than the former. Without the latter, the for- 
mer, eo far from proving a blesbing, would generally prove a curse. 
The suprenuusy of the moral powers should be maintained in all the 
sentio^ents and conduct of men. Notwithstanding the great value of 
intellectual cultivation, such is the strength of the appetites, pae- 
sions and propensities of depraved man, that without the control of 
sober thought, a pure conscience, and high moral principle, they 
will live to the^nost deplorable results. That mere intellpctiial, with- 
out moral education, is to be deprecated, is apparent from the history 
of the world. In proportion as the Greeks and Romans advance in 
literature, fK^ience and the arts, they multiplied their gods $ and the 
absurdity of their worship, and the enormity of their crimes became 
fnare conspicuous, lamentable and revolting. 

|if r. Hume, in his ^ssay on Political Science, says : **The most 
illustrious period of t)ie Roman history, considered in a political 
?^w, is that beginning with the first, and ending with the last punic 
war ; yet, at this very ^met the horrid practice of poisoning was so 
comipon, that during a part of a season, a prsetor punished capitally, 
for this crime, above three thousand persons, in a part of enlightened 
Italy, and found informations of this nature still multiplying." 
About the commencement of that French Revolution, which filled 
the world with amazement aud horror, learning and philosophy-^ 
particuiairly some of the natural sciences, were rapidly advancing to 
a new and high state of perfection in that nation. With this proud 
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distinctioDf and nominally christian — ^but destituU of a urnly moral 
and religiouB edueationt we see her whelmed In the Tortex of infi- 
delityi pollution and blood. It is reconled in a booki in the verity of 
which we all con(ide« that ^'righteousness ejcalteth a nation ; but sin 
is a reproach to any people." 

Montesquieu, whose penetrating genius none will qitestion, after a 
a comparison of the effects on society,, produced by different religionSi 
merely in a political light, writes : **The principles of Christianity 
deeply engravei on the heart, would be infinitely more powerful than 
the false honor of monarchies, the human virtues of republics, or the 
.servil^ear of despotic statej*" The great Bacon held harmonious 
.views on this subject. He says : ''There nc^ver was form;9d» in any 
age of the world, either philosophy or sect, or religion, or law, pr 
discipline, which did so highly exalt the public good as the chr^tian 
faith.'' 

Will not the books used in our schools be takeut hy many, as a 
sort of criterion of our moral sentiments and character 1 A^d should 
the Bible, in all its divisions be carefiilly excluded from every aloove 
la our school houses — from every list of books for our scholars, shall 
we not expose ourselves to the uncharitable suspicion, |bat we are 
not «i moral and religious people. 

Good laws, unless they are properly execut^ will avail yery lit- 
tie to the community. In this country especially, where public opin- 
ion is 80 influential, many of them are a mere nullity, when not sus- 
tained by this principle. 

**Tbat wliieh is beK adtBinliiered, te best." 

These remarks are illustrated in the history of some of our schools. 
They are, of course, all organized and conducted under the same law; 
and yet we see a great variety of character in those of equal magni* 
tude, in reference to the number of their scholars and the amount of 
their pecuniary means. This seems chiefly owing to the diflTerent de- 
grees in which education is estimated in the various districts. Some 
conceive it of little consequence ; others regard it as a precious trea- 
sure, a rich inheritance. 

There are many powerful motives which should induce parents to 
exert all their faculties to educate their children according to their 
means, and the reasonable expectations of their of&pring. Among 
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theie ajpdthe ties of condatiguinity — a desire to promote their welfare, 
and the sentiments of the civilized world respecting this subject. The 
htws of God and of man teach this obligation. The father, by Divine 
constitution 9 and by positive command, is obliged to train up his chil- 
dren so as to enable them to fulfill, in the best manner, the high and 
lioly ^ni of their creation. This plainly involves the possession of 
that education which we advocate. Here the strong arm of law does 
not, as it does in Russia^ constrain parents who are able, to send 
their children to school 

This important affitir, this saCred duty^ is lei\ amotig us, to the toi- 
utttary action of parents. They have thus an opportunity t^vince 
In some measure, by thd manner in which they execute this trust, the 
intellectual and moral qualities of their character, their Views of pa- 
rental obligations, and of the path which leads to felidity, usefulness 
and honor. 

By a law ot Sblon^ a son was exonerated from all obli^tion to 
furnish maintenance to his poor and decrepit father, who had failed 
to bestow on hint some trade. * Parents will soon change places with 
their children. The latter are now dependent on the former for the 
necessaries of life, for education^ happiness and hope. But soon pa- 
rents will require the constant kindly sympathies, and affectionate at- 
tention of their children. Though aged parents may have a compe- 
tency of fortune I this Will hot supersede the necessity of the sym- 
pathies and attentions to which 1 have alluded. These attributes of 
charadter every enligjitened and virtuous child, would at all times de- 
light, from principle and inclination, to feel and to manifest. Pa- 
rents cannot hesitate, Whether they would prefer to fall, in the de- 
cline of life, into the hands of ignorant, boorish and sordid children, 
or into the hands of those who had been educated in suitable schools, 
andf by the counsel and example of parents, in all their relative and 
social duties to humanity, educated in a knowledge of all their soleinn 
responsibilities to their God. 

Parents, and parents alone^ can obviate one great evil which is 
known in the history of some schools. I refer to the frequent, or 
occasional absence, in term time, of scholars from these nurseries of 
knowledge and virtue. The injury this produces, in impairing a stu- 
dious inclination and habit, was brieflv adverted to, when the inutili- 
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1y of flTnatl 'ahd feeble districts, was considered. The abMitee must 
be plated in* a lower class than the one he led, or hurry through h\i 
Mudies, most unprofitably) to overtake his class ifiates ; and to main* 
taini ostensibly at least, his relative position. By his absence, he has 
lost the benefit of consecutive teaching! of mnhy lectures and de- 
monstraticms, and also the benefit of hearing many interesting recf- 
tations. 

Besides, these interruptions, very much, and in various ways, an- 
noy the Whole school. They may arrest the progress of fdthful and 
forward students. Buch may be obliged to ihlter in their onward ca- 
reer, to enjoy, or rather to suffer the companionship of their more tar- 
dy fbllows. The teacher is perplexed ; be may be constrained by these 
interruptions to multiply his classes ; hence, from obvious reasons^ 
tnay arise a misapplication of his time and talents. So far as the schol- 
ar's dwn inclination shall be the cause of the absence lamented, it 
may be obviated by rendering the school in all regards, interesting 
and deli^htfuL This is an object worthy of grave consideration — of 
united and persevering exertion ; its practical advantages are nume- 
rous and apparent 

In childhood tbe excitability is highly accumulated. This is pe- "\ 
culiarly the Case when a child is deprived of sufficient exercise^ In / 
this state a sense of uneasiness pervades the entire system ; the^head / 
especially feels disordered ; the mind is confused ; it does not per- ^ 
ceiVe clearly , it cannot grasp a subject triumphantly ; debility^ irri- ' 
tation, and peevishness are apt to ensue. Under these circumstances • 
a child is temporarily disqualified for all agreeable and successful stu- ^ 
dy. To demand it of him, just at this period, is cruel. To expect that 
it could be prbfitable, is folly. Such a course would be at war with \ 
the laws of both body and mindi A scholar often treated In this way 
would regard the school house as a dreary prison, and his studies as 
^ painful punishment. The necessary recesses and exercise in the 
open ai^r, will obviate this melancholy train of things. Suitable play 
grounds attached to a school house are all important. 

A child requires much exercise* This is indispensable to develope, 
streng;then and discipline the corporal faculties — to exhaust a part of 
thd superabundant excitability — to restore and maintain an equable 
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diffusion of blood and senflorial power — things which are efoential to 
pfaysioal health, mental vigor and delightful study. What I have 
said, in reference to the physical system of children, applies, in a 
great measure, to all animals. When they are young, they are ex- 
tremely sportive — a sort of perpetual motion. The animal universe 
demands air and action. Without these, all sentient beings lose their 
vitality. 

A part of the furniture of some school houses, has aSbrded a 
theme ofsolemn remonstrance, and ludicrous satire. In the internal 
ariangement of school houses, universal accommodation should be 
chiefly regarded. It must be confessed, ho>vever, that ip this de-* 
partment, adaptation, particularly, as it respects see^ts and desks, has 
not been sufficiently studied. But a mote becoming attention to our 
school houses is removing their defects^ and multiplying their conven- 
iences. A variety of studies — the ample use of the black-board, and 
much oral instruction, are among the things which impart unusual in- 
terest and vivacity to our rising schools. Parents may do very much 
to promote the best interests of their children, by bestowin|^ merited 
attention to their education. They should endeavor to haye a district 
of sufficient extent and wealth to l^e efficient and prosperous. Let 
them take care that the school house is suitablej in reference to its 
location, size and structure — ^that it can be accommodated with heat, 
light and air, as circumitances shall demand. The external arrange- 
ments* and internal fixtures — with proper text books, maps, globes, 
black-boards, and other requisite appendages, all demand particular 
attention. A teacher should be qualified, in consideration of his 
learning, morality and manners. He should have a love for children 
and youth, and for his useful and honorable vocation. He should 
possess an amiable disposition — an aptness to teach — a faculty to 
gain the attention and love of his scholars. A faithful teacher of 
this description will command respect — he will inspire confidence, 
and his eminent services will be cheerfully and liberally rewarded. 

Parents can greatly benefit the school by appropriate conversation 
with their children on the necessity and importance of education, 
and the course essential to its attainment. They should frequently 
cheer the teacher and pupils by their presence and friendly sugges- 
tions. We talk much in praise of things, we deem highly valuable. 
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Wo often visit our most endeared placer and friond6« Cliildren are 
prone to regard men and things, very much as they seem to be re- 
garded by their parents, and by others, whose opinions they are 
taught to venerate. The prosperity of a district materially depends 
upon the character of its officers. To further tbe noble objects of 
education— ^to preserve the rights of the district, they should be elect- 
ed with reference to their intelligence, virtue and fidelity. They 
should be the friends of the rising generation-^-of learning, and of 
the country. 

What has here been said regarding a judicious choice of men to 
form the district board, applies, with increased force, to the selection 
of persons to constitute the township board of school inspectors. — 
Their situation involves great responsibility. Their duties, if not the 
most arduous, are always important, and sometimes delicate. They 
have ample scope for the exercise of their talents, discretion and iirm« 
ness. They have abundant opportunity to manifest their desire to 
advance the public education, morals and interest. A competent ed- 
ucation of the entire man, universally enjoyed, would prevent many 
of the physical evils to which man is liable ; and nearly all the vices, 
with all their consequent miseries, that infest the world. It promotes 
the most desirable objects that pertain to man. It has a direct bear- 
ing upon his happiness and honor, in his present and future existence. 
Hence its immense magnitude Is apparent Its paramount claims 
upon the highest regards and energies of mankind, individually, and 
in every form of society, are strong and imperative. 

It is gratifying to know that more general attention is now being 
paid to popular education and to witness the rapid increase of the 
number of scholars, taught in the primary schools. It will be seen 
by adverting to the statistics of the past, and present years, that there 
were reported last year, sixty-six thousand eight hundred and eighteen 
scholars, between the ages of 4 and 18 years ; and that there were 
taught of these, in the public schools, fifty-five thousand five hundred 
and fifty-five. And that, in the present year, there were reported 
eighty thousan^four hundred and seventy-five scholars between the 
ages of 4 and 18 years ; and that of these, seventy thousand two 
hundred and seventy-seven have been taught in the public schools. 
Besides^ there has been, it is believed, a proportionate increase in 
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the nuoAier of pupils instructed in the various grades of private 
schools. 

The undersigQsd is happy to report, that the township libraries ar^ 
generally oonsidered eminently important and uaefnK They are 
rapidly multiplying. The selection of books has been very jtidM^ious. 
For various valuable matter, adapted to readers of all ages, they 
may be justly esteemed a rich treasure. They are an ample source 
of general knowledge, and of rational pleasure and amusement A 
fondness for books is a very great blessing. One who enjoys it ia 
rarely inclined to spend his leisure hours in the haunts of idleness 
and folly— dissipation and gambling, with all their kindred vices. 
Home, retirement and study, have for him superior interests andat- 
tractionsi Reading affords him topics of profitable thought and con- 
versation. It exerts a salutary influence on bis taste, moral senti- 
ments and manners. It enables many to improve the arts — ^to en- 
large the circle of learning and science. Such are happy and honor- 
ed while they live — and after they have gone to repose, they shall be 
long and gratefully remembered as the benefactors of mankind. A 
studious disposition, like all other propensities, is strengthened by in- 
dulgence. A capacity for lolly achievement, in any department of 
valuable science^ is augmented by all wisely directed efforts of the 
mind in the investigation of truth. This is the food of the soul, and 
the more it is fed upon, the more its abundance and delicacies are 
seen and enjoyed. 

The condition of the University is sufficiently communicated ia 
the reports of the Regents and Visitors of that noble institution. The 
Faculty continue, of course, to sustain their high reputation for learn- 
ing, instruction and faithfulness. 

The proficiency of the students, with their exemplary deport- 
ment, command esteem, and inspire a hope of Uieir future usefulness 
and honor. 

The Branches exhibit renewed evidence of their great utility and 
success. Their able and laborious teachers, have a stnmg bold on 
the respect and confidence of their patrons and of sogiety . 

Many cogent reasons induce the hope that the Branches of the 
University, as circumstances shall permit, may be midtiplied and 
fosterod. 
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The General and State Governments, in all their enactments, re- 
garding the University, have been actuated by high intelligence and 
the loftiest motives of benevolence, patriotism and virtue. The hu- 
man mind, thus enlightened, and swayed by such considerations, is 
competent to devise n plan for the organization and government of a 
college, that shall, in its faithful execution, forever protect it against 
the baneful influeace of all illiberal views — of sects and parties, 
of every description. 

In such a plan our University is founded. Its momentuous con- 
cerns are confided, in many regards, totbe Board of Regents. ' The 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Judges of the Supreme Court, and 
Chancellor — these high functionaries of the State, are ex-officio mem- 
bers of this Board. The other members are nominated by the Gov- 
ernor, and appointed by and with the advise and consentof the Senate. 
They are to hold their offices four years. In conformity with the 
classification which has been made, the seats of three members an- 
nually become vacant, and are filled by the appointment of their suc- 
cessors. These provisions of law must receive universal approba- 
tion. 

The University belongs to the people. Reciprocal justice, sound 
policy and public sentiment require, that its privileges, honors and 
influence, should be, so far as practicable, equally distributed 
among all classes of the community. We trust it will long continue, 
a proud monument of the wisdom of its founders->-a benefaction to 
the State, and a triumphant demonstration, that sectarian supervision 
and control, are not essential to the highest usefulness, prosperity 
and honor of seminaries of learning, science and the arts. 

The under<3igned has, during the past year, bestowed his undivided 
attention to the discharge of the duties attached to his appointment. 
He has endeavored, in various ways, to awaken the public mind to 
the necessity and importance of populnr education. He has sought 
to exhibit the means and methods, which, under God, would secure its 
attainment and f dvantages^ How far he may have been successful in 
his humble efforts, it is the province of others to determine. 

O. C. COMSTOCK, 
SupU Fuhlic Instruction, 
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Abstract from School Reports for 1844, txhihiiing ike candUion of 
Schools f number of Scholars^ ^c. Sfc,for the school year ending Isl 
Monday in October^ 1844. 



Namea of the counties 
which have reported. 



Barry. 

Berrien, 

Brancti, 

Calhoan, 

Cast, 

Clinton, 

Fkiton, 

Genenec, 

Hillsdnle, 

Ingham, 

Ionia, 

Jnckson, 

Kalamazoo, 

Kent, 

Lapeer, 

Lenawee, 

Liviniraion, 

Mackinaw, 

Macomb, 

Monroe, 

Oakland, 

Ottawa, 

fla^inaw, 

Shhiwassee, 

St. Clair, 

St. Joseph, 

Van Buren, 

Wtahlenaw 

Wayne, 
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LIST OF BOOKS, 

Recommended by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. 



Text Books for the Primary Schools^ adapted to beginners^ and to 

the difffTent degrees of scholarship^ usually attained in these insti- 
* tutions : 

Lamb's Child's Primer. 

J. Lamb's ChilcFs Arithmetic. 

The three following Books, and constituting, a consecutive series, 
by Bumstead, viz : "My Little Primer," "My First School Book," 
"Spelling Book and Thinking combined." 

The Little Songster, by G. J, Webb. 

Colburn's First* Lesson in Arithmetic. 

Webster's Elementary Spelling Book. 

Peter Parley's First, Second and Third Books of History. 

Davie's Arithmetic. 

Wilson's Arithmetic. 

Wobdbridge's School Geography. 

Botany for beginners, by Mrs. Phelps. 

Manual of Botany, by Eaton and Wright. 

Wayland's Moral Science abridged for Schools. 

Story's Exposition of the Constitution of the United States. 

Webster^s Dictionary, (the abridgement for Schools.) 

A new English Grammar, by Joseph Whiting, A. M., Professor of 
Languages in the University of Michigan. 

Parker's Progressive Exercises in the English Composition. 

Hale's History of the United States. 

Town's Analysis. 

Porter's Rhetorical Reader. 

Wilson's American Class Reader. 

Lamb's Juvenile Reader. 

Abercombrie on the Intellectual and Moral Powers. 

Kane's Elements of Criticism. 

Jamieson's Rhetoric. 

Hedges' Logic, or the more elaborate work, Whateley's Logic, 
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Burritt's Geography of the Fleavens. 
Play fair's Euclid. 
Hitchcock's Geology. 
Parker's Philosophy. 

Gray's Chemistry. ' 

Hayward's Physiology. 
Professor Olmstead's Letters on Astronomy. 
Combe's Physiology. 
llollin*s History. 
Hazen's Definer. 
Preston's Book-keeping. 
Colt's Science of Double-entry Book-keeping. 
Bible Reader. 
The New Testament. * 

Comstock'G System of Elocution and Diagrams, &c. 
Perkins' Algebra. 

School Singer, or Young Choir's Companion, by W. B. Bradbury 
and C. W. Saunders. > 

Professor L. Mason's Manual, on Vocal Music' 

The Farhiers' School Book. 

A sequel to Webster's Elementary Spelling Book. 

Books for Township lAhraries, 

The Massachusetts School Library, (each Series.) 

The School and the Schoolmaster, by A. Potter, D. D., and G. B. 
Emmerson, A. M. 

Wayland's Political Economy. 

Bancrofts History, (3 volumes.) 

Reports of New York Permanent Temperance Documents. 

European Agriculture and Rural Economy, by Henry Colman. 

Life of Brant^ by W. L. Stone. 2 volumes. 

The Spectator, 12 vols 

Henry Martin. 

Irving's Conquest of Granada. 

Irving's Astoria* 

» 

Tytler's Universal History, (not abridged.) 
Guizot's History of Civilization. 
Carile's Heroes. 
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Cooper's Naval History, 2 volumes. 

Central America, by Stevens, 2 volumes. 

Ilallam's Literature, 2 vols. 

Combe's Tour in the United States, 2 vols, 

Upham's Mental Philosophy, 3 vols. 

Letters of Mrs. Adams, 2 vols. 

Women of England. 

Mack's Life of Lafayette. ' 

Greece, Turkey, Russia, and Poland, 2 vols. 

Nestorians, by Dr. Grant. 

Bancroft's History, abridged, 2 vols. 

The Young Husband. 

The Young Mother. 

Young Woman's Guide. 

The Mother in her Family. 

Egypt, Arabia, Pctrea and the Holy Land, 2 vols. 

Olmstead's Astronomy. 

The Philosophy of History, 2 vols. 

Life of Franklin. 

D wight and Smith's Researches in America. 

Taylor's Life of Hannah More, 2 vols. 

Guizot's Essay on Washington. 

Cruise of the Columbia. 

Robinson Crusoe. 

Mackintosh's History of England, 3 vols. 

Hale's United States, 2 vols. 

Keightley's History of England, 5 vols. 

Life of Commodore Perry, 2 vols. 

Irving's Goldsmith, 2 vols.] 

Bryant's American Poets. 

Lives of Eminent Men, 2 vols. 

Dr. Mott's Counsels to the young. *^ 

Travels of Mungo Park. 

American Husbandry, 2 vols. 

Dick's Siderial Heavens, Illustrated. 

History of the Barbary States. ' 
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Stories by Miss Sedgw^ick. 

Good's Book of Nature, abridged. , 

Macauly's Miscellanies^ 3 vols. 

Historical Collection of New Yo»*k. 

Thatcher's, Indian Biography, 2 vols. 

Lives of Eminent British Lawyers, 2 vols 

Life of Tecumseh. 

Poerry and History of Wyoming. 

Tales for the People and their Children. 

Peasant and Prince. 

Sowing and Reaping. 

Early Friendships. 

Looking Glass for the Mind. 

Strive and Thrive. 

Hope on Hopo ever. 

Who shall be Greatest? 

Masterman Ready. 

Settlers at Home. 

Poplar Grove. 

Combe on the Constitution of Man. 

Stone's Life and Times of Red Jacket. 

Hall's Lectures on School Keeping. 

History of Insects. 

Combe on Health and Mental Education. 

Life of teter the Great. 

Bush's Life of Mahomet. 

Columbus and Vespucius. • 

Lives of BalbliQ, Cortez, and Pizarro. 

Armstrong's Notices of the War of 1812, 2 vols. 

Paxton's Letters on Palestine and Egypt. 

History of the Late War. 

Pochahontas and other Poems, by Mrs. Sigourney. 

Dwight's Lives of the Signers. 

I Wirt's Patrick Henry. 

Dryden's Virgil, 2 vols. 

Plutarch's Lives, 4 vols. 

Pilgrims Progress. 

Thompson's Seasons. 

5 
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School System of Prussia and New York, 8 vols. 

Life of President Edwards. 

Life of Rowland Hill. 

Clinton's Discourse. • 

James' History ofCbarlemagney 

Court and Camp of Bonaparte. 

Zenophon's C>ropedia. 

Belknap's American Biogmphy, 3 vols. 

Lanman's History of Michigan. 

Catlin's North Ameiican Indians, 2 vols. 

Reminiscences of his own time, Col. J. Trumbull. 

Marshall on the Federal Government. 

The Federalist. 

Transactions of the American Antiquarian Society, 2 volt. 

Major Long's Expedition to the Sources of the St. Peters, 2 vols. 

Memoirs of the French Revolution, 2 vols. 

Johnson's Agricultural Chemistry. 

History of New York, 2 vols. 

The Madison Papers, 3 vols. 

The Hamilton Papers. 

Milton's Poetical Works, 2 vols. 

Family Secrets, by Mrs. Ellis, 3 vols. 

Regimen and Longivity, by Dr. Bell. 

Paulding's Life of Washington, 2 vols. • ^ 

Montgomery's Lectures on Literature. 

Scenery of the Heavenis, by Dick. 

Life of Alexander the Great. 

Russel's Life of Cromwell, 2 vols. 

Improvement of Society, by Dick. 

Abercrombie on the Moral Feelings. 

Life of Female Sovereigns, 2 vole. 

Lives of Distinguished Females. 

Franklin's Life and Writings, 2 vols. 

Paley's Natural Theology, 2 vols. 

Natural History of Birds. 

Pursuit of Knowledge, 2 vols. 

History of Quadrilpeds, (Illustrated.) 
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Life of Columbus. 

Story on the Constitution. 

Farmers' Companion. 

Means and Ends. 

Cook's Voyages. 

Peter Parley's Bible Stories. 

Parley's Every-day-book. 

Parley's Universal History, 2 vols. 

Parley's Columbus. 

Parley's Franklin. 

Parley's Washingtou. 

Parley's Book of the United States. 

Parley's Geography of the Bible. 

Parley'* Juvenile Tales. 

The School Girl, by J. S. C. Abbott. 

Rolla at School. 

RoUa's Vacation. « 

Rolla Learning to Read. 

Rolla's Travels. 

Rolla's Correspondence. 

Mother at Home. 

Romance of Travel, by N. P. Willis. 

Culdwell on Physical Education. 

Sketches of William Penn. 

Evening Readings in History, by Mrs. Sigourney. 

Good's Book of Nature. 

Prince Alcohok 

Anecdotes of Washington. 

France, its King and Court. 

Story's Constitutional Class Book. 

Biography of Self-taught Men. 

Parker's Exploring Tour. 

Southy's Life of Cowper. 

Spark's American Biography, 10 vols. 

Foster's Decision of Character. % 

Opie on Lying. 

The Puiitan, 2 vols. 
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Jay's Tfioughts on Marriage. 
American Mechanic. 
Young Merchant. 
Hawes' Lectures to Young Men. 
Temperance Tales, 6 vols. 
Rasselas Prince of Abyssinia. 
History of the Middle States. 
History of the Western States. 
History of New England. 
Dick's Philosophy of a Future State. 
Dick's Christian Philosopher. 
Dick's Philosophy of Religion. 
Dick's Moral Improvement. 
Dick's Essays on Covetousness. 
Select Poems of Mrs. Sigourney. 
Zingendorf, &c., by Mrs. Sigourney. 
Philosophy of the Mind. 
Goldsmith's Natural History. 
Memorials of Mrs. Hemans. 
Wayland's Moral Science, not abridged. 

Books for Teachers: 

Teachers are respectfully requested to avail themselves, in the pros- 
ecution of their professional studies and practice, of the excellent in- 
structions contained in the following works, to wit : The School and 
the School Master, by A. Potter, D. D., and G. B. Eramerson, A. M. 

The Teacher's Manual, by Thos. H. Palmer, A. M. 

The Teacher Taught, by Emmerson Davis. 

Slate and Black Board Exercise, by William A. Alcolt. 

Perkins' Arithmetic. ' 
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Seventh Annual Report of the Board of Regents. 

In pursuance of the direction of the Board of Regents, the under- 
signed present the following as their report : 

To the Superintendent of Public Ins/ruction : 

It affords the Board the greatest pleasure, to express the deep and 
grateful sense of obligation under which they feel themselves'placed, 
by the very efficient and opportune aid extended to them by the last 
Legislature. For the two previous yeara, it has been their painful 
task and duty» to se\ forth the embarrassments already experienced* 
und yet further anticipated, in sustaining the University and its 
branches. Happily, all ground of fear and cause of complaint have 
been removed by the Legislative enactments, during the last session 
of the Legislature, which have enabled the Board of Regents, to re- 
duce their permanent debt* nearly forty thousand^ dollars, and their 
floating incidental debt* one-half. Nor, is it the least gratifying cir- 
cumstance, that the arrangement, by which this has been ejected, 
has operated as propitiously to the interests of the State as to the 
Board, by putting the former in possession of a valuable lot and build- 
ing adjacent to the railroad depot, — which, while it furnishes conve- 
nient offices for the various functionaries of the government, affords 
peculiar advantages from its location, to citizens from the interior of 
the State who have business to transact with them. 

The fears once entertained have given place to sanguine hope, apd 
the Board take special satisfaction, in the assurance, thus given by 
the Legislature, that they feel a deep interest in the success and pros- 
perity of the University, and are determined to render it, what its 
ample resources are abundantly capable of making it, an ornament, 
as well as a blessing, to the State. 

The number of students in the University has increased during the 
post year, so much as to bring into requisition the whole of the dor- 
mitories in the large and commodious building erected for their use, 
which now, is insufficient for the accomodation of all. An exten- 
sion of their edifices for this purpose, and the erection of a chemical 
library, will very shortly become necessary. 
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The entire classes, commonly organized in collegiate institutions, 
are now formed, and making progress in their studies in the Univer- 
sity. During the coming year, the first class wil) be graduated, 
which, from past examinations, may be confidently anticipated^ will 
prove the first fruits and pledge of yet greater numbers of the youth 
of our State, to be introduced to the different professions, through 
the instrumentality of the University. 

The services of a gentleman have been secured for a season, with- 
out expense to the Board, in the professorship of chemistry, so as to 
meec the reasonable expectations and demands of the class to be 
graduated, and leave the professorship open for the appointment of a 
permanent professor, when the funds of the institution will justify it, 
and the number of the students render it necessary. 

The report of the committee of finance, with its appended docu- 
ments, shows the amount by which the permanent debt has been re- 
duced to be $39,212 48. The disbursements of the Board, during 
the past year, will be seen in the documents of the finance commit- 
tee hereto appended, to have been less than the receipts, and to have 
extinguished about one-half of the incidental debt of last year, thus 
affording hope, that at the expiration of the present year, the Board 
will be able to meet all its outstanding liabilities, after paying the cur- 
rent .expenses. 

The reports of the several standing committees charged with spe- 
cific duties are appended, in which the general condition and in- 
terests of the University are given in such detail as to render noth- 
ing further necessary from the Board. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

GEO. DUFFIELD, 

J. KEARSLEY, 

M. ALLEN, 
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Seventh Annual Report of the Finance Committee of 

the University. 

The undersigned committee on finance submit the following report 
for the year ending November 30th, 18449 with the documents, mark- 
ed B. C. D. E. 

Agreeably to statements, herewith, of the Treasurer and Secreta- 
ry of the Board of Regents, the receipts and disbursements for the 
past year, are as follows : 

1843. DR. 

Nov. 30. To amount of warrants outstanding 

and unpaid per last report, $1129 50 

To am't due state treasurer, being 

an over-draft per last report, 112 23 

To amount of warrant, (duplicate 

No. 333) omitted, as outsanding 

in report of Secretary for last 

year, 133 33 

1844. 

Nov. 30. To amount of warrants drawn on 

treasurer of University, since 
last report, per statement of sec- 
retary herewith, 2,976 23 
To amount overdrawn and paid by 

State Treasurer, 172 34 



CR. 

By amount of warrants paid by trea- 
surer of University since last 
report, 83,697 42 

By over draft, per last report, since 

paid, 112 23 

By balance carrried to debit of next 

account, viz: 

Warrrants unpaid, out- 
standing, §541,64 

Cash, overdrawn and paid 

by State Treasurer, 172 34 713 98 



4,523 63 



$4,523 63 
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As part of the University interest fund, received during the last 
year, accrued during the year or two previous, but the payment of 
which was deferred, the receipt of interest, for the year 1845, inclu- 
ding the sales for internal improvement warrants, bearing interest, is 
estimated at not exceeding $8,000 00 

Deduct interest at 6 per cent, and premium be- 
ing payable in New York, on *60,787 52, 
the uupaid balance of the $100,000 loan, 63,692 84 
Deduct also, unpaid outstanding warrants and 

overdraft of last year, 713 98 

4,406 82 



I 



Leaves the balance to meet the disbursements 

of the Board of Regents for the year 1845, $3,893 18 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. KEARSLEY, 

RANDOLPH MANNING, ^ Finance Com. 

Z. PITCHER, 

Detroit J December 16, 1844. 



'^' .<• 
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[B.] 

Warrants on Ireasurer of University since Nov, 30^ A, 1848, to 

Nov. SOth, 1844. 

1843. 
Sept. 1. Warrant No. 333, in favor of Rev. J. £, Chaplin, servicer 

Principal White Pigeon branch, to Aug. '43, $133 33* 

Dec. 13. Warrant No. 339, in favor of Rev.H.Colcla- 

zer salary librarian, from 1st Mar. to 1st 

June, 1843, 25 00 

Warrant No. 340, in favor of H. Colclazer, 

sal. librarian, from 1st June, to 22d Nov. 

1843, (and postage $1) 49 31 

16 Warrant No. 341,in favor of Rev. J. E. Chap- 

lin,sal. princip'l of White Pigeon branch, 

term ending Dec. 1843, 66 66 

23. Warrant No. 342, in favor of Jonathan Beach 

s*il. tutor in Univer. from Nov. 8, to Dec. 

«3, 1843, (half term) 50 00 

1844. 
Jan. 5. Warrant No. 343, in favor of Rev. A. M. 

Fitch, (regent) expenses attending meet- 
ing of board, 5 00 

Warrant No. 344, in favor of Rev. A. M. 
Fitch, (regent) expenses attending meet- 
ing of board, 3 00 
6. Warrant No. 345, in favor of B. L. Baxter, 
sal. principal Tecumseh branch, term 
ending Nov, 1843, 66 66 
19. Warrant No. 346, in favor of G. P. Wil- 
liams, sal. prof, in Univer. term ending 
Dec. 1843, 100 00 

Warrant No. 347, in favor of Booth, 

for binding catalogues, ^ 5 00 

Warrant No. 348, in favor of O. Arnold, for 



Carried forward^ t370 63 



^Thifl was omiued in last year'i repori by mistake in entering Tt in tke bo«k, and tai addMiOMi 
CO ona of Uie same number, dated October 13th, 1843, for #10^ 

6 

» 4 
• 
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Brought forward, $370 63 

printing catalogues, 16 55 

24. Warrant Na 349, in favor of N. A. Balch, 

for taxes paid on lands in Kal. county, 12 34 

Warrant No. 350, in favor of board regents, 
for porx^hase of right of Kilgon in Kal. 
lands, 25 00 

31. Warrant No. 351, in favor of Joseph Whi- 
ting, sal. prof, in Univer. from Oct* 1st, 
1848, to, Feb. 1st, 1844, 150 00 

Feb. 3. Warrant No. 352, in favor of H. W. Good- 

rich & Co. for stove, pipe, &c;. 59 30 

' 16. Warrant No. 353, in favor of State Treasu- 
rer, for taxes on lands in Kal. Co., for 
1840 and 1842, 38 51 

Warrant No. 354, in favor of Jas. A. B. 
Stone, sal. principal of Kal. branch, to 
Dec. 1843, 66 66 

Mar. 8. Warrant No. 355, in favor of D. C. Walker, 

(regent,) expenses attend'g several meet- 
ings of board, 41 50 

29. Warrant No. 356, in favor of B. L. Baxter, 
sal. principal Tecumseh branch, term 
ending March, 1844, 63 66 

Ap'l 2. Warrant No. 357, in favor of G. P. Wil- 
liams, sal. prof, in Univer. bal. to Ap*l8, 
1844, 200 00 

Warrant No. 358, in favor of R. Nutting, 
sal. principal Romeo branch, from 1st 
Dec. to date, 66 66 

Warrant No* 359, in favor of M. Allen, (re- 
gent,) expenses attending meeting of 
. , board, 7 60 

Warrant No. 360, in favor of Jas. A. B. 
Stone, sal. principal Kal. branch, term 
ending March, 1844, 66 66 



Carried forward, $1,187 97 



k « 
. • 



I 
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Brought forward, <1»187 93 

Warrant No. 361, in favor of Jonathan 

Beach, sal. tutor Univer. to ApT 8, '44, 100 00 

4. Warrant No. 362, in favor of Rev. J. E. 
Chaplin, salary principal White Pigeon 
branch, term ending April, 1844, * 66 66 

May 21. Warrant No. 363 in favor of P. Kelly, serv's 

janitor in univer. from Sept. 25, 1843, 
to May 25, 1844, 80 00 

June 7. Warrant No. 364, in favor of Joseph Whi- 
ting, sal. prof, in Univer. from 1st Feb. 
to 1st June, 1844, 200 00 

20. Warrant No. 365, in favor of A. S. Williams, 

for advertising sale of lot, 4 00 

July 11. Warrant No. 366, in favor of Jlev. A. M. 

Fitch, (regent) expenses attenaing meet- 
ing of board, 5 00 
16. Warrant No. 367, in favor of B. L. Baxter, 
sal. principal Tecumseh branch, term 
ending July, 1844, 66 66 
Aug. 14. Warrant No. 368, in favor of G. P. Wil- 
liams sal. prof, in Univer. to term ending 
this date, 200 00 
Warrant No. 369, in favor of Rev. J. E. 
Chaplin, principal White Pigeon branch, 
term ending July, 1844, 66 66 
Warrant No. 370, in favor of Jonathan 
Beach, saU tutor in Univer. from May 
to Aug. 13, 1844, 100 00 
Warrant No. 371, in favor of R. Nutting, 
sal. principal Romeo branch, term ending 
July, 1844, <6 66 
20. Warrant No 372, in favor of Joseph Whi- 
ting, sal. prof, in Univer. from June 1st, 
to Aug. 15, 1844, 125 00 
Warrant No. 373, in favor of Joseph Whi- 
ting, for part advance and war't on sal. 

Carried forward, $2,268 61 



■ ^ 



t • 



« 
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Brought forward, $2,268 61 

for next two terms, 200 00 

Sept. 12. Warrant No. 374, in favor of E. Crane, 

(regent) for expenses attending meeting 
of'board, 9 00 

Warant No. 875, in favor of P. Kelly, jani- 
tor in Univer. to Aug. 25, '44, (3 mo's) 30 00 
16. Warrant No. 376, in favor of Rev. H. CoJ- 
clazer, for services as librarian, from 
22d Nov. '43 to 16th Sept. '44, 82 '56 
24. Warrant No. 377, in favor of A. Ten Eyck, 
sal. sec'y board, one year and services as 
solicitor and counsellor for foreclosing 
mortgage, 154 40 
Warrant No. 378, in favor of Jas. A. B. 
Stone, sal. principal Kal. branch, term 
ending July, 1844, 66 66 
Oct. 12. Warrant No. 379, in favor of O. G. Moul- 

lon, purchase of maps and Gazeteer of 
U. S. 15 00 

Nov, 11. Warrant No, 380, in favor of D. Houghton, 

for geological department of University, 150 00 



$2,976 23 
Add warrant No. 333, omitted in last year's 1-eport, 133 33 

$3,109 56 
By your report of last year, dated Dee. H, 1843, ?it appears that 
the amount of outstanding warrants unpaid, was $1,129 50 

*'To which must be added the amount of an over- 
payment due* to the State Treasurer," of 112 23 
[This does not include the warrant first on this list, No. 333, for 
$138 33. By accident this was omitted last year in the list furnish- 
ed you. It should have come in, in your last report, as you will see 
by its date.1 

Ma J. J. Kts'ARSLEV, Ch^n Finance Com, 



'\' 



1 
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[C] 

University Interest Fund, in account with State Treasurer^ 
December Ist, 1843., to Noveviher 30//i, 1844. 

DR. 

To balance overdrawn last year $112 23 

To this amount to pay interest on the ^1100,000 loan, in- 
cluding premium on New York, (Sec, 6,075 15 
" paid Treasurer University, 3,688 48 

«9,d75 86 



CU. — 

By cash, 8,270 72 

'' transfers from sinking fund under act 83, 1844, 1,432 80 

•' amount overdrawn, 172 34 

$9,875 86 



State Treasurer's Office, 
Detroit, Dec. IZth, 1844, 

.1 certify the above to be a correct abstract of the account with the 
University interest fund from the books hi this office. 

The balance to the credit of the principal of the University fund, 
on the 30th ult. was $39,212, 48, being for treasury notes and^ war- 
rants received on acconnt of principal of University lands sold, for 
purchase money of the building in this city bought of the regents and 
for other warrants paid in by the regents under the provisions of the 
act entitled ''an act for the relief of the University of Michigan," 
approved March 11, 1844. On the above anwunt, and on whatever 
further amount may be paid into the credit of ttie University fund, du- 
ring the present fiscal year, the University interest fund will be enti- 
tled to a credit for interest quarterly, under the provisions of the above 
iTienlioned act, and the University will therefore be relieved to that 
extent from meeting the interest for the next year on the $100,000 
loan. Under authority of another act of the legislature at their last 
session, some temporary advances were made on the salaries of the 
professors in the University until last summer, when they were re- 
paid ; but it will be seen that the university interest fund is again 

overdrawn nearly two hundred dollars. 

JOHN J. ADAM, State Treasilr^f. 

IVIaj. J. ,K£AasL£Y, Ch^n Coni. Finance Board of Regents, 

.J * 
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Uuniversity of Michigan in account with John J, Adam, Treas^r, 



1844. DR. 

' June 11. 

To paid warrant No 307 
'* 310 
<* 314 
315 
317 
318 
322 
328 
329 
330 
331 
332 
333 
336 
338 
341 
342 
345 
346 
347 
348 
349 
350 
351 
358 
.354, 
355 
356 
367 
358 
360 
361 
362 
363 



4C 

C4 
(( 

a 

(( 

(( 

«( 

*( 

(k 

4i 
4( 
(• 
(i 
4( 

i( 

Ci 
4( 
44 
4( 
4( 
44 
44 
(4 
(C 
44 
(4 
44 
44 
44 
44 
(4 
(4 



(4 
44 
C4 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
k< 
44 
44 
44 
44 
41 
4< 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
t4 
44 



$66 66 
42 19 
12 00 
25 00 
66 66 
66 66 
9 75 
28 81 

250 00 
83 33 
66 66 
66 66 

133 33 
50 00 

100 50 
66 66 
50 00 
66 66 

100 00 

5 00 

16 55 

12 34 

25 00 

150 00 
38 51 
66 66 
41 50 
66 66 

200 00 
66 66 
66 66 

100 00 
66 66 
80 00 



1844. CR. 

June 1 1 . By cash from 
State Treasury, $2,353 73 

Sept 16. Int. imp. war- 
rants, <Ss int't rec'd of 
A. H. Sibley,late trea!r 2,553 27 

Junell. By c'sh f'm do. 8 94 

•' do. do. state 
treasury, 920 05 

Nov. 30. By cash from 



state treasury, 



414 70 



Paid state treas. in 
int. imp. war'nts 
and interest* 2,558 27 

To paid warrant No 311, 20 57 

312, 6 08 
813, 12 50 



u 



44 

4( 



Cv^ed forward, $4,946 15 



Carried forward, ' $6,260 69 
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University of Michigan in account with John J. Adam, Treas^r. 

Brought forward, $6,250 69 



Brought 


t forward. 


84,946 151 


To paid warrant No 316, 


66 11 


t( 


44 


335, 


30 00 


(( 


44 


337, 


10 62 


u 


(( 


339, 


25 00 


4i 


C( 


340, 


49 31 


CC 


44 


343, 


5 00 


<l 


44 


344, 


a 00 


«« 


tc 


352, 


59 30 


«i 


(4 


359, 


7 50 


Sept. 16. 








To paid 


44 


364, 


200 00 


(C 


44 


365, 


4 00 


4C 


<( 


366, 


5 00 


4* 


44 


368, 


200 00 


«C 


44 


370, 


100 00 


« 


4< 


372, 


125 00 


Not. 30. 








To paid 


44 


275, 


18 74 


*4 


44 


374, 


9 00 


4( 


C( 


376, 


82 56 


44 


44 


377, 


154 40 


(4 


44 


380, 

9e 


150 00 




,250 69 



$6,250 69 



The amount of University warrants oatstanding on the 30th Nov. 
1843, as per report of com. of finance last year, was $1,129 60 
Add for warrant 333, omitted in register of sec'y board 

Regents, 133 33 

Warrants drawn Dec. 1, 1843, to Nov. 30, 1844, No's. 

339 to 380, inclusive, 2,976 23 

4,239 06 
Deduct warrants paid Dec. 1, 1843, to Nov. 30, 1844, 3,697 42 



Leaves outstanding, Nov. 30, 1844, 



$541 64 
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University Warrants outstandingy November SOth, 1844. 

No. Date. In whose favor. Amount. 

1843. 

324 April 5. £. Crane, expenses ae member Bd. Reg'ts, $30 00 

1844. 

367 July 18. B. L. Baxter, Principal Tecumseh Branch, 66 66 

369 Aug. 12. J. E. Chaplin, do White Pigeon do 66 66 

371 R. Nutting, do Romeo, do 66 66 

373 « 20. J. Whiting, (for t'm end'g May '45,) Prof., 200 00 

375 Sep. 12. P. Kelley, services as janitor, 30 00 

378 Sep. 24. J. A. B. Stone, Principal Kal. Branch, 66 66 

379 Oct 12. O. G. Moulton, for map, &c., 15 00 



$541 64 



Detroit, Nov. 30th, 1844. 

JOHN J. ADAM, 

Treasurer University, 
Maj. J. KearsleV) CA'n Com. Finance^ B^d Regents, 
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Annual Report of the Executive Committee* 

For a detailed statement of the course of study pursued during the 
past year by the several classes now organized at the University, the 
committee ask leave to refer to the report of the Faculty hereto an- 
nexed. The committee take pleasure in presenting this report of the 
Faculty to the Board of Regents, as it contains gratifying evidence 
of the fidelity of the professors, and of the progress of the pupils in 
those pursuits which tend to elevate them in the scale of ifttellfgencey 
while at the same time, they are taught to keep in mind their relation 
to Him, **who in his strength setteth fast the mountains,'* and hath 
said, ^* verily there is a reward for the righteous ; doubtless there is 
a Grod that judgeth the earth. " Since the date of the last annual 
report of the committee to the Board, and at a time he was expected 
to enter upon the discharge of his duties, the Reverend Bdward Thoo)- 
son, professor of moral and mental philosophy, found it necessary un- 
der the pressure of paramount claims to his services from the religious 
body with which he is connected, to resign his appointment. At a 
special meeting of the Board of Regents held soon after, the Rev. 
Andrew Ten Brook was appointed to the chair vacated by the resig* 
nation of Dr. Thompson, who entered upon the discbarge of bis da* 
ties at the beginning of the present collegiate year. The disconttn- , 
uance of the preparatory department, which was established under 
the personal superintendence of the professors, ccetaniously with the 
University, also suspended the appointment of tutor held by Mr. 
Beach. On the formation of a senior class in the University, it was 
found that the assistance of a tutor to the professor of languages was 
indispensible. Such an appointment was accordingly conferred up« 

on Burritt A. Smith, A. B. Silas H. Douglass, M. D. has also been 

« 

appointed an assistant to the Professor of Geology and minerology, 
with special reference to the performance of duties appertaining to 
the chair of chemistry. 

The following is a catalogue of the faculty, resident at the Univer- 
sity : * 

Rev. Joseph Whiting, A. M., Professor of Latin and Greek. 
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Rev. G. P. Williams, A. M., Prof, of Mathemfitics, dsc. 
. Rev. Andrew Ten Brook, A. M., Prof, of mental and moral Philos- 
ophy. 

SiUs H« Douglass, M. D., Assisltant to Professor of Geology, &c. 

Burritt A. Smiths A. B., Tutor. 

Professors Houghton and Sager being non-residents, and not en- 
gaged in the business of instruction, are not included in the forego: 
ingvchedule. 

Your committee would earnestly call the attention of the Board to 
tlp^e necessity which still exists, of making arrangements for thepur^ 
chase of the more essential articles of aphiloeophlcal apparatus, and 
the construction of a chemical laboratory. 

Respectfully submitted^ in behalf the Committee. 

ZINA PITCHER, Chairman. 

Jhtroii^ December 10, 4844. 
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ADDual Report of tiie Faculty. 

To the Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Board of RegenU 
of the University of Michigan : 

There are now in the Universityy four classes, and an aggregate 
of fifty4wo students. The catalogue will soon be published and for- 
warded to the committee. 

During the year, included in this report^ the senior class have read 
ekttd reviewed as follows : 

In ihe department of Mathematics and Natural Science* Olmsted's 
Natural Philosophy, vol. 2d — Kane's Chemisty, 500 pages, and 
Olmsted's Astronomy, with the calculations of four ecHpsee, for the 
year 1845. « 

In the department of Literature. Sophocles Edipus Tyrannus and 
extracts from Greek Anthology ; also> exercises in forensic disputa- 
tions and English compositbo. 

In the department of Moral and Mental Science, Paley's Natu- 
ral Theology — ^Stuart's Philosophy of the Human Mind, and Cousin's 
Physchology, on all the principal subjects treated in the last two 
works, essays have been written by the class. 

The junior class have read and reviewed as follows . 

In the department of Matkematics and Natural Science. Davie's 
Descriptive Geometry)144 pages*-*Davie's Analytical Geometry, 
dOO pageS'^Bridge's Conic Sections^ and Olmsted's Natural Philoso- 
phy, vol. Ist 

In the department of Literature. Homer's Iliad, 2 books-*'-ez- 
tracts from Isocrates, Demosthenes and Plato, 70 pages, 8vo-«Cir- 
cero de Officiis, de Oratore, de Senectute, and de Amicitia-^Tacitus' 
Germania, and Vita A|p*ieol8e, and Newman's Rhetoric. 

The sophomore class have read and reviewed as follows : ' 

In Mathematics, Bourdon's Algebra, 100 pages — ^Legendri's Gre- 
ometi^ — ^Application^ of Algebra to Geometry — 25 Problems, and 
Hane and Spherical Trigonometry. 

In Languages. Homer's Iliad, 4 books — ^Extracts from Xenophon 






Joint Doc] 52 [No. 5. 

and Herodotus — LiVy, 2d, Sd, 4th, and 5th books ; and all of Horace, 
except some of the epistles. 

'the freshman class have read and reviev^ed as follows : 
In MathematitSi Bburdon'S Algebra, 170 pages. 
In the department of Literature. Latin and Greek Grammars, 
tevieWed — Livy, 15 pages, and Xenophon's Cyropcedia, in the 
Grecamajora, 15 pages. Weekly translations have also been writ- 
ten by the cltuss. 

In addition to the above, all the classes have had a weekly exercise 
in composition and elocution. 

It will be seen by the above, that by reporting at the close of the 
drst term of the collegiate year, two-thirds of the studies of each 
elasst as reported, will be those pursued under their former name. 
For this reason, as well as for other reasons, which will naturally 
suggest themselves to the committee, the faculty have thought it bet- 
ter, that their reports should hereafter be given at the end of the eol- 
legiale year, and would respectfully recommend the same. 

They would further suggest, whether it would not be sufficient for 
the faculty to make their annual report upon those general matters, 
relating to the condition of the University, which cannot be embraced 
in a catalogue, and refer the committee to the catalogue for items 
which it embraces. The catalogue will be expected to embrace, as 
correctly a as report can, the number of students, with the studies 
pursued by them, and no more. 

The students are required to attend religious exercises-dreading 
of the scriptures and prayer, every morning, — and to attend, on the 
Sabbathi such place of worship, as their parents or guardians may 
wish. Aside from this, the faculty exercise no control over the stu- 
dents in matters of religion ; but the students have, as many of them 
as are so disposed, a social meeting on some part of the Sabbath, and 
on a week-day evening, entirely subject to their owndirectio!i. 

The moral influence among the students ift Its good as at any place 
of the kind. Where cases of discipline have been necessary, they 
have been attended with salutary effect ; and there have been fewer 
demonstrations of insubordination than in eastern institutions of like 
character. The moral sense of the students is generally good ; and 
those who havecominitted improprieties, seem never to have done it 



, ■■ — •WJIV 
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for the purpose of arraying themselves against the exercise of whole- 
some discipline. 

The faculty would further suggest, that the regents have their 
representatives in the form of a visiting committee, or some other 
form, at all the examinations, as this will prevent the neccessity of re- 
peiiting an examination upon all the studies of the year lat its close. 

Respectfully submitted in behalf of the faculty. 

ANDREW TEN BROOK. 



■ 
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Report of the Committee on Branches. 

The committee on Branches in compliance with a resolution of the 
Board, submit their annual report for the collegiate year, ending Au- 
gust, 1844. 

At the dale of their last annual report, the following branches were 
open, under the charge of the gentlemen whose names are annexed. 
Kalamazoo — Rev. J. A. B. Stone, No. Pupils, 66 

White Pigeon— Rev. J. Chaplin, " " 28 

Tecumsehr—B. L. Baxter, A. B., «* « 39 

Total, 133 

Since the above was published, the academy at Romeo has been 
made a branch of the University, which is now, as heretofore, under 
the care of the Rev. Rufus Nutting, and the branch at Monroe has 
been revived under the direction of Mr. Mayhew, but without the aid 
of an appropriation. 

The following represents the condition of the several branches at 
the close of the year, excepting Monroe and Romeo. The last re* 
port from the latter bears date, April, 1844. 

Kalamazoo — Rev. J. A. B. Stone, Principal, three assistant teach-> 

ers and 86 pupils. 

JVkUe Pigeon — Rev. J. Chaplin Principal, 32 pupils. 

Tecumseh — ^B. L. Baxter, A. B./ Principal, two assistant teachers 

and 75 pupil& 

Romeo-^Rey. Rufus Nutting Principal, three assistant teachers 

and 105 pupils, 

Monroe — Ira Mayhew Principal. 

Whole number of pupils in the several branches from which re^ 

ports have been received : 298 

Female, 72 

Male, 226 

298 

Classical, ^ 111 

Of the latter 47 were at Romeo, 21 at Tecumseh, 32 at Kalama- 
zoo, and 11 at White Pigeon. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Z. PITCHER, Chairman. 
Detroitj December 10, 1844. 
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Report of the Board of Visiters* 

The Board of Visiters, appointed by the Superintendent of Pubh'c 
Instruction, for the year cfommencing April 19th 1844| to examine 
and report to the Superintendent the state of th0 University of Mich- 
igan and make suggestions, submit the following report : 

The Board attended the examination of the students of the Uni- 
versity at Ann Arbor, which commenced August 12tfa, and contin- 
ued three days, when the following students were examined. 

Of the Junior Class. 
Charles A. Clark, 

Judson D. Collins, 

Edmund Fish, 

Merchant H. Goodrich, 

Edwin Lawrence, 

Fletcher Marsh, 

George E. Parmelee, 



Monroe. 

Lyndon. 

Bloomfield. 

Ann Arbor. 

Monroe. 

Kalamazoo. 

Ann Arbor. 



m ■•'», 



George W. Pray, 
P. W. H. Rawls, 



Geo. P. Androus, 

Geo. L. Becker, 

P, 6. Buchanan, 

Samuel Garwood, 

Satterlee Mofiman, 

Charles J. Hunt, 

Henry Lawrence. 

Anthony Mosher, 

Charles W. Noble, 

William W. Perry, 

William W. Pheips, 

Savillon S. Shoff, 

Homer T. Shoff, 

Adonijah S. Welch, 

Windfield Smith, 

Nathaniel West, 
James O. Whittemore, 



Superior. 

Kalamazoo. 

€fihe Sophomore Class, 
Ann Arbor. 



Ann Arbor. 

Norwalk, Ohio. 

Monree. 

Fort Smith, Arkansas. 

Waterford. 

Monroe. 

Farmington. 

Monroe. 

Ann Arbor. 

Pontiac. 

Portland. 

Portland. 

Chatham, Ct. 

Monroe. 

Monroe. 
Pontiac. 
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0/ the Freshman Class. 
Chester D. Alexander, Lodi. 

Daniel B. Brown, Plymouth. 

Edmund P. Christian, Detroit. 

Lyman Cochran, Howell. 

Franklin B. Collins, Pittsfield. 

Seneca Ewer, Unadilla. 

Eno Freeman. Romeo. 

John S. Goodman, Dexter. 

S. Shaler Hall, Chatham, Ct. 

John Keith, New Castle, Upper Canada. 

John C. Norton, Bridge water. 

Theodoric R. B. Palmer, Plymouth. 

Franklin L, Parker, Salem. 

As the University has been in operation but three years, there 
were but three classes to be examined. There has hitherto been no 
Senior class, and therefore none who have passed through the full 
course of study, and were prepared to take a degree. 

The examination was commenced on Monday morning, before any 
of the visitors arrived. Then the junior class was examined in the 
Evidences of Christianity. i 

In the afternoon a majority of the visitors being present^ the mem- 
bers of the Sophmore class were examined in *< Bridges Conic Sec- 
tions," and passed through the Treatise satisfactorily. The exami- 
nation of the same class in Analytical Geometry through the subject 
of •'curves," was very satisfactory. IHiursday, A. M., the members 
of the Junior class were examined in Olmstead's Astronomy, through 
the Treatise, and did ample justice to the subject. The class exhib- 
ited their projection of all the eclipses for the year 1844. The grea- 
test variation in any of their calculations from those in the ''Nautical 
Alminac,'' was four minutes and some seconds. As they u&ed differ- 
ent tables, thai may have caused the difference in their calculations. 
It is desirable before another class undertake the projection of eclip- 
ses, mesures be adopted for procuring a more ample supply of astro- 
nomical tables. 

P. M. The Freshman class was examined in the Odes, Epodes and 
Carmen Saeculare of Horace, and acquitted themselves satisfactorily. 



^ 
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and Homer's Iliad, two bookA* .. li) ibiH J^tor ;5tudv» tJM^ bad> i^e 
)t8^|irdgwte,- thim f*«lilkly..^beyaWQuW.h«^y9i.4wf, hndilbtfy. been 
Qotttiimiid:* at tfMr Auili,vJ»fciob fb^y.^fiKl'b6im»'0^fvjeu$iy'^tii%ing^ 
Although it ap^if»?ftf iiiiQl|olpt{imUy.iQ0ilt9Ptvti^^^ stud^Atf^idd ^ 
gin with the oMftr^ffiftMra^c^ lr9ce^ibft.vwr]^i«Q«iiQ4 m^oyefBo^nta 
of the Unguaf^ dawniiojtsjaifwl^j^ild. lliiM perfect state-^y^t, wit^t 

tiwtth0*sluda|tt sibould bft .th^oitghty^grpu tfk .(he par^digruaof 
tha jsoRHHQi) orvMj^iQjQfto)^, be^rQ <u»j8 ««^t to learn th^niullfirQ|m 
and OPftettled ort||«^ApJ^y of i^Q old^r (U<^e(:^t . The^fi is.afl ipuqb 
rfiMQn in tMH ii« therid:woa)d>^ jaiiot pYMt4i^ Pha^oer fM^d. Spff^aer; 
into tha^ndt pf'^«rofBigiiec who WAu)d>|irq;£i>g}i^« 

Wedae^^^AvM- ' Tho6opWmo^^s;W^re.^ii|piMed,ia thatpoT^, 
ttoaof Pluto .whi4hiK'flWl#i|»4in;,$h^,J^«^^ w^i^9^^. 

rily. '.X^e.0X9lM^«tipQ ,wa3. firliicjp^lly.rpn. the moat diflicwH 'PWj 

P.M. Tim. s^m^ 'd^», ,im9i i^mil^. in "Cmni 6^ Qi^tprer, 
Taoitjja, Gftw^ an4 ,V4i#i.Agri9o)p, »»d appeved cfodito^lj* , ,, 

The ^^JpJ^|»Qr^:>V:pn^i.ftx«jHii^,i^^^ wbi/ph sulgect they; 

finifihodt. a^djti^^ipni^j^^fy^ , ^;, ;,. .. Jy . ^. ,. , ^^ , ,,^ . 

In the morning there was an « 'exhibition/' oif the JV9W-^'mfe?i 
wbieh ioipeof the: wflMSjah^VAl^ tibaMbe^f. W heBik l^rfoftg^^e 
neeeataiy ^t M'aiuspllgw^^li^iriHitiufht^}^^ c<wmiMi0iil»«%g.lV^ 
to other*! .• : '. ^ »/ ,-. . •» ^- ..- . ( ;••» • i-,^.: • ,> ■■ \- •;- ..- » 

Moce atteQtiioii hddapparemlyrbaeQrpaid.to theif oocn^o^w^llMl!^^ 

to their ekioiiCi6B.' .v.- . - . ' ' * .' -? < 

Instrubtioit in.t^i«tteR depar,tiiiei»t; aa ituse^veffal ptii&rvi, hf»$>xb^.Q 

allc%etbor. gnat»it«i*<» tfce.patrt«f'th!e'OiBaerg.eng?|fed .^ 

TheJimited inoome of thetUiiiversity bwelqfaiie, has npaoeaaorU)^ 
thk'owQ. a great aonojofit of dqty upon alifioiited number Qf inetmc^^iw. 
The professors of language and mathematics, aided i^ a tftt^Or.iJUt^ 
only havfe bad the duMosof 4bo*r^w». department to attpnd- to* |wt 
have voltinteef ed . ta < give such> ot(ier instruotion aa the .tadiransceA 
standing of ihe classes impefatively: d^anded. , i 

Ohendstry has b«m taught^ tbeugb ^jQe«aali nation rwas hfid.till) 
it. ' Too great demaods have been hilherto made upon Ibe piisiiMsorSft 
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atrttKfy At Ihtftr poMs, catlin(|f tham fiMi tKtk #wn profMir ^apart* 
mentt to otherii quite f(M«igti from then. 

The fltaue kas reami to be more tiwo mAA$i wbh the fidelitT 
with whieh tbete ptofetMrs here ettettded le the dutlee of tWr own 
sppoitrinieolt, and the general Uttereelt of tho UafteniQr. 
- If arrangementi oooM be in«de that tho^wbati ooold have dalljr 
aceen to the cabloet of natural history, undAr the gindance of an 
initmetor, an intimate acquaintance might be gtined with diat r^^ 
uable collection, wkhoot, in the leatl, entrenchiiig on the litne that 
should be devoted to severer stu^. The diserijininating »ye and re- 
tentive memory of younger etisdents^ 901^ advantageously be direc- 
ted to the subjectsef ikiitnr^ sdeniiet puikittg those studiee a recrea- 
tion rather thdn a tadk* If theee spij^^^Bs at« ttioght only I7 lecfuree 
end fccitations, and these extended only to the member of the ad- 
vanced dasses, irbose attention is then necessarily occupied with 
more ofaetruse tod highly intelleetnal studiee, a pt^oMnt in them can 
hardly be made. It is not so nnieh the richness of a cabinet and the 
talents of a professor tint will gilre under graddfttee much taste or ex- 
act knowledge in these scienoesi as k is an oppcnrtunity of examin- 
ing minutely, with an experienced guide and sulBeient lefsure, the 
specimens which give occular deow.UMtiiiiu<i of every fact, and fix H 
in tiie memory. 

If, from the first entrance of a dasi^ an faistfuctor could give Jui^ 
a little atMldance with them in the cabinet, k li peasible dial nearly 
every student on leaving the University, shoukl feel that he is ae- 
qtmihtid with every specimen in that oaUnett end oouU recognize its 
kindred in the world, almost as familiarly as he cooid recognize the 
individual persons with whom he has been assedaledi By this early 
entrance upon these mteresting studiee and this netonl method of 
pursuing them, isolnucb could be jpiiiMd without any ii^ury to thoee 
branches whksh are designed to cultivate the taste and improve the 
ysee on JBg powers. 

Tne preparatory departmenihas been removed from the Univeisi- 

>fH<r anochmf buihling in the village of Ann Arbor. Th« is a judi- 

* cious arrangement, as it is a relief 10 the professoht and Aimishes ad- 

idlticmal room lo the University students for another season. The, 

time hpwevertis near at hand when additional accommodations will 

be required. 
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The jmlfUc Auiidkig^ were fooiul ia •«tcellent oeder^^that e^ecial- 
Ijr, which i« appropriated to the sludeiits, ia kepf with a neatamm 
which ia prohaMy not ecpmlled in anysimiiar institmion In oiir coun- 
try. '; , 
^ The Uhrary w neaetly kept« and in goed praeervatloA. 
The cabinet of nutufal -kUiorjf is Ukewiae in a perfect atate-->tbat 
portion of It, at ieast* which has been arrannfed^ A large aadoml of 
the ooUeotion remains as it was taken to the Umverdty. For a Very 
particukeir account of the buildings^^e Tolumes in the Ubrary, and 
the contents of die cabinet^ reference may be made to the report of 
the visiters, for the year 1642, and published in Idid^ At present it 
may he sufficient to^say^ that whatever the Univenity pottewesy in 
these respects, ie the best of its kind* > >y ■ ; 

The library oontains 4000 volumesv nearly all London editioM of 
standard works. 
The collation in natural history contains specimens 

iti soology, ft,5M 

Specimens in mineralogy, ^OQO 

" . ** g«^logy, 10/m 

" ** botany^ 15vM0 

Of these there are are arranged in the eahiaet* 

Birds, Ifif^ 

Shells, 40^ 

Qeobgicai specimens, .MO 

Mlnemlsi . 4JSM 

The public grounds are ender cultivation pfeparafory to amooll^ 
ing them and laying them out in a more desirahle manneiw 

. There is a deficiency which needs, to he inoanediotely st^plied-r^fa 
philosophical apfKiro/iM^-tiot a temporary. e3tpec|ieiii,?b4t.eQliif^iiiig 
worthy of the liberal plan upon which this noble institution has been 
founded. There is a limHed ^hemjcal apparatus, which needs to be 
enlarged. 

The visitors make these suggestions with confidence, believing 
that they will be attended to. The Legislaturci which has the con- 
trol of the funds of the University, con, without detriment to any 
one, make such arrangements that the regents can anticipate a suffi- 
cient amount to accomplish this desirable object of supplying appara- 
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tuQ. k is reftflonftble to.expoet tbitt ibis wiH be doae^ from ibe iibehil 
courtfr of the Legislature of last winter. The a^eamtm wbicb they 
adopted were designed to benefit the interests of edueatioQ m the 
State ; they were wisely planned for the purpo.se and secured their 
objects to the full extent that was f^ought. This, however, is the ^rst 
instance in which the regents have been «ided by the Legislature, in 
their strogg)eof/yearsto build up and advance the mteresfai^ this 
noUeUnkersity, destined to be the greatest pride of Michigan* 

Since Gov* Masoai^etoed tiie bill yrhich would have relinquished 
Ibe Univejfsity lands to the settlerst the. regents have had to watch, 
with Argus eyes, the interests of the people, in thistfa^r onlf ^legie, 
against the efforts of successive Legislalares, to take from tliem what 
the severity of the times had impaired. Greatly toihe relief of the re- 
gents, ahd the joy of those who wish well to the rising generation, 
the legislation of last winter, without taxing the State, saved the 
University fram beings closed — enabled it to go on with fair prospects 
of •ultimate success, and to liquidate, in a few months, (idOvOdO of 
Its debt. 

l>o whom the credit is due for planning such a liberal andbenefi- 
ecttit course, this is not the place, nor is it ourprovinee to inquire. 
The facts simply are fiieAfioned, that parents* may know thatr the 
fTOspects of being enabled to educate their children well, ocondmi- 
eally, and within their own State, are brightening. The hope may 
now be reasonably indulged, that the action of the L^^kUure, for 
%ame time to come, will be favorable. A few more years of- that 
ptodaut tmd liberal spirit, which demised and matured thfe measures 
oC last winter, will aeoomplish most of those objects which the foun- 
'ders of this tisstituiioncmitein plated, the best interests of education 
demand, and the regents have been laboring to effect. •- 

CHAUNCY W. PITCH, CA'u. 
ANDREW TEN BROOK, 
C. N. OR MSB Y, 
SAMUEL DENTON,. > 
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ANNUAL REPORT of the Attorney General, 

To the Legislature of the Slate of Michigan : . 

The undersigned, in compliance with the statute, respectfully sul>* 
mits the following report — 

Schedule A exhil)its a brief summary of suittf in the different courts 
in charge of this office. An important and responsible part of the 
duties of the Attorney General consists in examining and answering 
the great variety of new questions arising under the provisions of the 
statutes, and in giving opinions and advice to the various officers en- 
trusted with the execution of the laws. This duty increases with 
the increasing population and business of the State. 

Schedule B contains an abstract of the criminal reports of the 
Prosecuting Attorneys, showing the official business done by them 
during the past year. 

The Prosecuting Attorneys for the counties of Lapeer, Macomb, 
Saginaw, Kent, Eaton, Hillsdale, Allegan and Barry, have neglect- 
edto make tbeirjreports. The schedule embraces all the other coun- 
ties, and exhibits the amount and kind of criminal business done — the 
number of persons prosecuted — the crimes and misdemeanors for 
^ which such prosecutions were had — the results thereof, and the pun- 
ishments awarded. 

So far as has come within my observation, the duties of the Proses 
cuting Attorneys have been performed with vigilance and energy^ 
and the laws for the punishment and prevention of crime executed 
with ability, promptitude and effect. Nothwithstanding our locality 
upon the borders of a foreign government, presenting an easy refuge 
to offenders from abroad, the past year has not been marked by any 
unusual number, or by the atrocity of the crimes committed, and a 
general obedience to the laws has been observed. 

No material change seems to me to be, at present required in our 
criminal jurisprudence. The statutory laws are now in the process 
of a general revision ; if any deficiencies shovld be found to exist,. 
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such defects can be remedied in the revised code^ without endanger- 
ing the symmetry and harmony of the system. 

Respectfully submitted. 

E. FARNSWORTH, 

Attorney General. 
Detroit, December 80, 1844. 
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Joint Doc] S [No. e. 



(A.) 

Exhihiting a tummary of Built in the different GourU. 

Ckarlea Q. Hammond, Audilor General, adun the People, ex re 
JE. C. Seaman — Supreme Court. Application for a mandomus. De- 
cided January term, 1844. Application denied. 

The People, vs. Chorr — Indicted for murder. Application before 
Chief Justice Ransom, for allowance of writ of error. Allowed. 

Auditor General, adsm. John Chamierlin — Application for a 
mandamus. Yet pending. 

Charlei G. Hammond, Auditor General, et al adsm. the Michi- 
gan State Bank — Court of Chancery. Bill dismissed. Appeal to 
the Supreme Court. Appeal still pending. 

. The People, m. £■« J. Strong — Supremo Court. Indicted for 
perjury in Branch county. Motion in Supreme Court for new trial > 
and in arrest of judgment. Pending. 

Charlet Q. Hammond, et al Truateee, vs. David Whitman, Jr. — 
Court of Chancery. Bill filed to stay waBte. Injunction dlowed. 
Settled. 

Same vs. Harmon Chamberlin—'Sam6 as above. 

The Attorney General, vs. the Calhoun County Bank — Bill filed. 
Injunction allowed and a receiver appointed. 

Same, vs. the Jaekion County Bank — Pending. In the hands of a 

r. r» 
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(B.) 




Abstract of Reports of Prosecuting Attorneys^ exhibiting the 


crimi- 


nal business of 1844. 




lia^n^ Gowity — A. W, Euf:i.> Prosecuting Attorney. 


1 


Pf;RSONS INDICTJi^D 0& FROSKCUTED. 




For murder, 


1 


assault, with Intent to murder, 


1 


do do do to rape, 

4 


1 


, perjury, 


1 


forger^', 


2 


burglary and larceny, 


n 


larceny, 


8«' 


assault and battery. 


36 


keeping house of ill-faine, 


2 


iewd and lascivious cohabitioh, 


2 


malicious destruction of property, 


3 


do injury. 


2 


escape, 


2 


breach of prison and accessory^ 


6 


aiding escape, 


1 


uttering counterfeit bill of exchange. 


1 


having counterfeit bills with intent to pass, 


8 


false pretences. 


3 


obtaining goods on false pretences. 


1 


disturbing religious worship, 


6 


embezzlement, 


1 



188 

Remark. — In the above list are included all indictments found, and 

})XosecutionB had, without reference to the fact, that in a number of 

instances, the same persons are indicted or pros^quted several times. 

CONVICTIONS AND SENTENCED. 

donvictied and sentenced to penitentiary, 42 

do do fined, 20 

do do imprisoned io' county jail, 10. 

do do not sentenced, 15 

Still pending, 51 

Acquitted, 10 



»-vrm T' ' < ■ ^ 
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Absconded, 29 

Discharged, 11 

188 
N. B. — ^The same remark as above may be made, with reference 

to convictions and sentences, in several instances, the. same persons 

receiving more than one sentence. 

Washtenaw County — Edward Mundy, Prosecuting Attorney. 

INDICTMENTS. 

For arson, ' 1 

burglary and larc#ny, 1 

larceny, 5 

assault and battery, 4 

do with intent to kill, 1 

do do do do ravish, 1 

escape, 1 

breach of prison and aiding ih attempt to escape, 1 

obtaining goods under false pretences, 1 

Tiolation of license law, 48 

cruelly beating an ox, 1 — 

65 
Convicted and sentenced to penitentiary, 4 

do do do to county jail, 1 

do and fined, 3 

do do not sentenced, 8 

Discharged, S — ' 

Still pending, 47 — 

65 

Oakland County — Sam'l G. Watson, Prosecuting Attorney, 

INDICTMENTS. 

For murder, 1 

arson, 2 

burglary, '* 2 

larceny, 11 

assault and battery, 1 

do do do on public officer, 2 

do do do with dangerous weapon, 3 

official misconduct, 1 
refusing to pay over money collected as a public officer, 2 
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malieious injury to personal property, 
obtaining goods under false pretences, 

burning wheat in the stock, 

violation of license law, 

presuming to be tavern keepers, 

Convicted and sentenced to be hung, 
do do do to penitentiary, 
do do do to county jail, 
do do not sentenced, 

Discharged, 

Still pending, 



1 
1 

1 

2 

2— 
32 



1 

1 
1 
1 

8- 



20 



32 



Monroe County — J. P. Cheistianuy, Prosecuting Attorney. 

INDICTMENTS. 

Proecutions pending at date of last report, * 12 

Not arrested, 

Discharged, 

Continued, 



6 
3 



INDICTMENTS DURING THE YEAR. 



For larceny, 
adultery, 
obtaining money under false pretences, 

Covicted and fined, 



3— 
12 

1 
1 



Still pending. 


2— 
3 


* 

SPECIAL SESSIONS. 




Larceny, assault and battery, &c., 15 




Convicted, 11- 


X 

1 


Jackson County-^D. Johnson, Prosecuting Attorney. 




INDICTMENTS. 




For arson. 


1 


burglary. 


1 


larceny, 


5 


assault and battery, 


3 


do do riotous, 


9 


having counterfeit coin with intent to utter, 


1 


•• 

• » 


« 



r 
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refusing to pay over money collected as public officer, 1 

Pending at date of last report, 6 — 

t 27 

Convicted and sentenced to penitentiary, 3 

do do fined, 8 

do do not sentenced, 1 

Discharged, ' 5 

Still pending, 10— 

« 27 

SPECIAL SESSIONS. 

Larceny ; fined, 1 

Asfeault and battery ; fined, 



Calhoun Countjf^^GEo. C. Gibbs, Prosecuting 4^Uorney, 

INDICTMENTS. 

For larceny, 5 

forgery, 1 

Escape, 2 

For nuisance, 2 

libel, 1— 

It 
Convicted and sentenced to penitentiary, 4 

do do not sentenced, 1 

Still pending, or discharged, 6 — 11 

SPECIAL SESSIONS. 

For larceny, 5 

Convicted and imprisoned in county jail, 2 

do do fined 1 ; acquitted 2 ; 8 — 5 

Kalamazoo County — Nathaniel A. 6alsh» Prosecuting Attorney, 

INDICTMENTS. 

For assault with intent to kill, 2 

do do dangerous weapon, 1 

adultery, 3 

perjury, 2— 

8 
Convicted and sentenced, 1 

do do not sentenced, 1 

Still pending, 6 — 

Complaints before magistrates, 4 
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Attempt to commU rape ; acquitted, 1 

Shooting and maiming cattle ; bound over, 1 

Larceny ; discharged, 1 

Obtaining goods under false pretences, do. . 1 — 4 

Lenawee County — F. C. Beam an, Prosecuting J^torney, 

INDICTMENTS SINCE LAST REPORT. 

For attempt to rayish, . 1 

larceny, 5 

lewd and lascivious cohabitation, 1 

p(Jygamy, i 

assault and batterv, 1 — 

9 
Convicted, fi||/3d and imprisoned in county jail, 1 

Recognizance forfeited, « 1 

Acquitted, 2 

Pending, ' 1 

Not arrested, 

Pending at date of last report, - 9 







^ St. Joseph County — J. Eastman Johk bok, Froweouiing Attorney. 

INDICTMENTS. 

For perjury, 1 

larceny, 3 

seduction, ' 1 

neglect of duty in public office, 1 

obstructing highways, *l 

assault with intent to murder, 1 

assault, 2 

* 

gambling at tavern, 1 

malicious injury to house, 1 

vtolation of license law, 5 

Pending at date of last report, 12-*- 

80 

Convicted and sentenced to penitentiary, 2 

do do fined, 3 

Discharged, 11 

Still pending, 14 — 

30 



r 
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Gass County — James Sullinan, Prosecuting Ait^lmty. 

INDICTMENTS. 



For assault with intent to kill, 


2 


do on officer, 


1 


violation of license law, 

4 


8 


adultery, 


1 


riot, 


7 


lewd and lascivious cohabitation, 


2 


selling spirituous liquors to Indians, 


2 


larceny, 


3 


uttering counterfeit coin, 


1— 
22 


Convicted and fined, 


10 


Discharged, 


- 1 


Still pending, 


11— 

22 


Berrien County--}. N. Chipman, Prosecuting Attorney.^ 


INDICTMENTS. 




For larceny, 


5 


embezzlement, 


3 


assault and battery, 


^ 


forgery, 




obtaining goods under false pretences, 




counselling the same. 


% 


hfeving counterfeit coin with intent to utter. 


13 


Couvicted and sentenced to penitentiary. 


2 


Discharged, 


2 


Still pending, 


9— 
13 



Ottawa County — G. Reed, Prosecuting Attorney. 

INDICTMENTS. 

For lewd and lascivious cohabitation, (still pending,) 

Sr£CIA£i SXMBIONB. 

For assault and battery, fined, 

selling spirituous liquor to Indians, do., 
do do do without license, do., 



I 

1 

1— 
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St. Cla^r County — B. C. Pabrakd, Prosecuting Attorney. 



INDICTMENTS. 



For lar<«eny, 

escape from prison, 

perjury, 

assault and battery, 




2 
1 

1 

2— 
6 


Convicted, 
Acquitted, 
Pending, 




2 

1 

3— 

6 


SPECIAL SESSIONS. 

Larceny, fined, 
Assault and battery, 


3 
1 





Van Buren County — A. W. Broughton, Prosecuting Attorney, 

INDICTMENTS. 

For assault and battery, with dangerous weapon, 1 

perjury, 1 

malicious mischief, 2 

assault and battery, with intent to ravish, 1 — 

5 

Not arrested, 2 

Pending, 3 — 

5 

Branch County — Henrt C. Gilbert, Prokecuting Attorney. 

INDICTMENTS. 

For larceny, 3 

nuisance, 1 

receiving stolen goods, 1 

passing counterfeit money, 2 

obtainihg notes under false pretences, 1 

burglary, 1 — 

9 

Indictments pending at date of last report, 4 

13 
Convicted and sentenced to penitentiary, . 3 

do do not sentenced, 1 
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Convicted and fined, 


1 


Pending, 


8— 




13 


Clinton County — Levi Townsox, Prosecuting 


Attorney. 


INDICTMENTS. 




For perjury, 


I 


levd and lascivious cohabitation, 


1 


malicious mischief, 


2 


violation of license law, 


1— 
5 

2 


Discharged, 


Pending, 


3— 
5 


Ionia County — John C. Blancharo, Prosecuting Attorney, 


INDICTMENTS. 




J or perjury, 


3 


illegal voting, 


2 


violation of license law, 


1 


passing counterfeit money, 


1 


assault, with intent to rape. 


1 


do and battery, and resistance of officer, 


3 


< 
larceny. 


1 


obtaining money on false pretences. 


1— 




13 


Discharged, 


5 


Pending, 


8— 



SPECIAL SESSIONS. 

Assault and battery, (fined,) 1 

Shiawassee County — Andrew Parsons, Prosecuting Attorney, 

INDICTMENTS. 

For larceny^ 3 

resisting service of process, 1 

violation of license law, 6*— 

10 
Convicted and fined, 2 

do do new trial granted, 1 

Acquitted, 3 

Pending, 4 — 

10 



8 
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Liinngston County — F. C. Whipple, Prosecuting Attorney, 

INDICTMENTS. 

For incest, 1 

perjury, 2 

larceny, 1 

assault and battery, 4 — 

8 
Convicted and fined, 1 

Acquitted, 3 . 

Pending, 

BEFORE MAGtSTRATES. 

For assault and battery, 8 

larceny, , 2 

malicious trespass, 1 

highway robbery, 1 — 

Convicted and imprisoned, 1 

Discharged, d 

Escaped 1 ; held to bail 2, d^- 

7 

; Genessee County — E. H. Thompson, Prosecuting Attorney > 

INDICTMENTS. 

For selling spiritous liquors to Indians, 4 

violation of license law, 3 

larceny, 4 

perjury, 1 

illegal voting, 3 — 

14 
Convicted and sentenced to penitentiary, ..... 1 

Disposed of, 9 

Pending, 



14 




r 
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ANNUAL REPORT of the Adjutant General. 

Adjutant Geneaal's- Office, 
Detroit, November 30, 1844. 

Tb Hit Excellmicy John S. Barry, Chvemar 

and Commander4n''G/Uef: 

Sir; — In compliance with the 11th section of the Act approyed 
April 13th, 1841» which provides that the Adjutant General shaU 
prepare a full return of the militia, exhibiting the full strength in 
each year, and also a return of the arms and military stores, desig- 
nating the several kinds and their places of deposit, I have the honor 
to submit my annual report of the condition of this department for tbe 
year 1844. 

It appears that the legislature, by an Act approved March lltb^ 
1844, repealing certain Acts therein named, intended to re-establisb 
the rendezvous and drills by companies in their respective beats only, 
a9 provided by section 13th of the Act entitled <' An Act to organise 
the militia,'^ approved April 13th, 1833, which provides '< that the 
militia shall rendezvous by companies in their respective beats on tbe. 
first Tuesday in May in every year, at nine of the clock in the fore- 
noon, for the purpose of improving in martial exercise, and also once 
in each year between the first and last days of October, by regiment 
and seperate battalion, at such time and place' as the commanding 
ofiicer of the brigade shall direct, for the purpose of inspection, re- 
view, and martial exercises, and at such other times and places, 
either by regiment, battalion, or company, as the commanding officer 
of the brigade shall direct, for the purpose of carrying into effect any 
order of the Commander in Chief, for calling into service of this ter- 
ritory, or of the United States, the whole or any portion of the mili- 
tiftf in obedience to any law of the United States^ or for the defence 
•f this territory, or to aid in the execution or maintenance of any 
law of this territory, provided that it shall be lawful for the cooi- 
mftudant of a regiment or separate battalion to oider a reakmom by 

1 
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regiment or battalion as aforesaid, after the fifleenth day of October 
in each 3'ear, should the same not have been previously ordered by 
the officer commanding the brigade." However desirable and salu- 
tary the re-enactment of this provision might be, in as much as it 
would abolish in part the general or brigade and division trainings in 
certain cases, and was intended to convene the militia in small bodies 
or companies,' and that only within their several geographical limits 
or beats, still the provision is not revived) for the legislature seem to 
have overlooked the following enactment found in the Revised Stat- 
utes, title 1st, chapter Ist, section 4th, page 3d : ^* Whenever a stat- 
ute or any part thereof shall be repealed by a subsequent statute, 
such statute or any part thereof, so repealed, shall not be revived by 
the repeal of such subsequent repealing statute.'* 

Now it so happened that by the oversight of this^4th section of the 
Revised Statutes herein specified, the militia system, instead of being 
made more effective and less burdensome, has been thrown into gen- 
eral confusion ; for some of the commandmg officers, aware of the 
true construction of the statutes, have declined calling out the militia 
either by companies or otherwise, whilst others endeavored to carry 
the provision of the Act of 1833, abo\ e quoted, into effect, as though 
it had been re-enacted, by the orders for the trial of delinquents by 
courts martial, for non-performance of duty. In all causes where 
courts martial have been thus ordered, I endeavored with all dilli- 
gence to prevent their progress, and thus in part arrested their har- 
rassing consequences. The militia being thus called out only in part, 
and in several portions of the State not at all, preveQted the several 
commandants of companies in the latter case from completing their 
muster rolls, and from making their returns of the numerical strength 
of their commands, with a correct statement of the arms and accou- 
trements, to their superiors, as provided by law. 

Although all possible care and attention have been taken by this 
department to transnrit to, and supply at an early day, all the Major 
Generals, Brigadier Generals and their respective staffs, with a sufii- 
cient number of blank militia rolls, with positive instructions to dis- 
tribute the ratne to the several assessors, supervisors and clerks' of 
toMmships within their commands ; still I have with regret to state, 
that by that mode' little or no assistance to ascertain the whole of the 
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numerical strength of persons liable to do military duty, has been ob- 
tained, as but few of these township officers have made returns as 
provided hi sections 7, 8 and 9, of the Act approved April 13th, 1841, 
which provides as follows : «< The assessors shall, upon their oath 
of office, prepare a roll, to be called the militia roll, of all the inhab- 
itants of the State, residing in th6 township or city, between the ages 
of eighteen and forty-five years, who are or shall be liable to do mili- 
tary duty ; and said assessors shall have power to question under 
oath, (which they are hereby authorised to admininister,) any per- 
son whom. they may believe to be liable to do military duty, but who 
denies the same ; and if any person refuses to be sworn, the assessor 
shall enrol his ne me in the same manner as though he admitted his 
liability. Any person who shall falsely answer such questions un- 
der oath, as aforesaid, shall be deemed guilty of perjury. 

^< Sec. 8. When such enrolment snail be completed, the asseasors 
i^all annually, at the time they return their assessment roll, return 
also, with the same, the militia roll, to the township or city clerk, as 
the case may be. 

*' Sec. 9. The clerk shall, within ten days after the receipt of saiii 
roll, transmit the same to the Colonel or other officer commanding 
the regiment, within the boundaries of which, such township or city 
is or may be included." 

In order to obviate similar and almost insurmountable difficulties 
to obtain correct returns, and, if practicable, render the line more 
efficient, the adoption of the effective laws for the regulation of the 
militia now in force in some of the neighboring older states, might 
remedy the evil ; and in order to attain this object, I have addressed 
circulars to the Adjutant Generals of the States of New York, Penn-* 
83rlvaiiia, Ohio, Indiana, Vermont, and others, and solicited an inter- 
change of their existing laws now in force, and have the gratification 
to report that to all and every application to these officers, I have not 
only been honored with the prompt and courteous transmission of 
copies of the laws, but in several instances have also been favored 
with the contemplated plans and projects to be laid before the respec- 
tive legislatures of those States for consideration. All these laws and 
documents are now deposited in the archives of this office. The State 
of Massachusetts has disbanded her militia tbroughouti and repealed 
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the entire old system. Volunteer companies are hereafter to be re- 
lied on, stimulated by a small annual stipend to each man. The Act 
tQ regelate the militia passed March 12th, 1844, by the General As- 
sembly of the State of Ohio, by which the training of the rank and 
file of the militia is dispensed with in time of peace under certain re- 
strictions, appears to operate well, and proves very beneficial in the 
promotion of independent or volunteer corps. A similar act has re- 
cently been adopted by the legislature of the State of Vermont, and 
if adopted by this State would be of infinite advantage as regards tbe 
MLving of time and money, for it cannot be expected to perfect the 
general mass of the militia in martial exercises and tactics under the 
present system, and particularly by what is termed the annual train- 
ing of the militia. Since4 therefore, the experience of those States 
which have paid most attention to the subject, has declared the inex- 
pedi^^y of general = trainings, it is dedrable for the legislature of 

Michigan to consider the propriety of adopting a similar line of 
policy. 

General trainings are only useful in so far as they serve to instruct 
tbe people in the art and usages of war, which have, in all ages, ex- 
ercised, a commanding influence in the affairs of nations* Mere 
Physical strength was at one time its chief dependence, but the 
improvements in the weapons of the present age, have rendered 
promptitude and rapidity in field evolutions, tbe surest guarantees of 
victory^ The mere tactics of the camp constitute almost a new soi* 
ene^* To suppose then that any real knowledge of camp duty can 
be acquired by a general training, as at present regulated, must be 
ccHKeded as absurd. So far indeed from promoting any good result^ 
they are really injurious to the community, pitizens are called 
away from their farms and avocations, and are .exposed to all the 
evils generally attendant upon promiscuous assemblages. The time 
devoted is actual cash, and when the expenses unavoidably incident 
are considered, the loss to the State presents a topic for serious con- 
sideration. If 25,000 men be summoned on these occasions, the 
mere suspension of their labor is equivalent to a loss of $25,000. 
The fatigue and irregularity caused by the measure, may fairly be 
rated as another day, and thus the resources of the State are annu- 
ally taxed to the amount of at least 950,000^ and all this to no good 
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purpoae* It is not, however, proposed to abolish the existing regula- 
tions, without establishing some substitute. Some mode of keeping 
ap an organization must be provided ; for in no other way can Mich- 
igan become regularly entitled to her just proportion of the annual 
distribution of arms by the general government. When these arms 
are received, they must be in good faith applied to the maintenance 
of an efficient militia force. From any point of view, the State h 
honorably bound to supply some mode for rendering efficient in case 
of need, the military ability of our citizens. Our obligations to the 
general government we have ourselves rendered imperitive by sec- 
tion 1, article IX, of the Constitution of the State, which provides 
that the legislature ^^ shall provide by law for organizing and disci- 
plining the militia." The legislature, in obedience to this constitu- 
tional requisition, have been continually endeavoring to establish 
some salutary plan, but have not as yet been successful in attaining 
their object. The provisions heretofore enacted have been rendered 
nugatory by some inherent defect. Numerous bills have been annu- 
ally introduced, and various amendments adopted, without gaining 
the expected advantages.' Such repeated disappointments have ren- 
dered the project unpopular with the legislature, and any suggestions 
on the subject have been treated as plausible rather than practicable. 

It is nevertheless respectfully urged whether the present Legisla- 
ture might not make a further effort to render efficient the organiza- 
tion and discipline^of the militia. From the days of Washington to 
the present time, it has been universally urged by all, or almost all, 
of our leading statesmen and patriots, that a well organized and arm- 
ed militia is the best security for a free people. Experience having 
then pretty well demonstrated that some decided action is necessary, 
it mi^ht perhaps with propriety be submitted, whether it would not 
more conduce to the interests of the state if general trainings were 
abolished, and volunteer organizations encouraged • The states al- 
luded to as having adopted this policy seem thus far to be well satisfied 
with the result. It has indeed been universally conceded that en- 
campments continuing from four days to a week, afford superior fa- 
<2ilities for acquiring and understanding the duties of active service. 
It would be desirable alsO| should the legislature of Michigan coin- 



Joint Doc] 6 [No. 7. 

cide with suck a proposition, that some mode could be adopted to de- 
friiy the expenses incident thereto without recourse to taxation. Com- 
mutation money might perhaps in some manner be collected and ap- 
propriated for this purpose, but a difficulty presents itself to this 
course in Art. X, Sec. 4 of the State Constitution, which provides that 
<* the moQQy which shall be paid by persons as. an equivalent for ex- 
emption from military duty/' shall be exclusively applied for the sup- 
port of township libraries. How this obstacle can be overcome with- 
out an amendment of the constitution is not within the province of 
this department to suggest, but is most respectfully urged upon your 
excellency's consideration. 

Volunteer organizations are daily becoming more popular. Since 
this department has been placed under charge of the present incum- 
bent, three new brigades, six new regiments, and fourteen new vol- 
unteer companies have been formed. These companies are well uni- 
formed, but some have not yet been fully provided with arms. In or- 
der to supply them, this department has been for some time engaged 
in recalling from certain companies such arms as have been hereto- 
fore furnished beyond the legal iquota, and issuing such surplus to the 
destitute companies. I have also the honor of informing your excel- 
lency that volunteer encampments have been frequently held within 
a short time past, in various portions of the state. 1 hjive had the plea- 
sure of attending some of them, and I cannot refrain from expressing 
the high gratification 1 received. I deem it proper especially to men- 
tion the encampment held at Jackson in July last, by the eigh- 
teenth brigade. I visited it officially and spent portions of two 
days in reviewing ^d inspecting. A body of fifteen hundred men 
was assembled in regular camp, and their strict discipline and orderly 
deportment were the admiration of large numbers of citizens. 

Arrangements have been made by this department with the ord- 
nance department at Washington, by which a thousand dollars worth 
of carbines drawn by my predecessor, maybe returned to the United 
States, and an equivalent amount received in lieu thereof for the use 
of the state, jn pistols and sabres. Volunteer troops of cavalry have 
lately become so numerous that the arms to be supplied by this ar- 
rangement will be highly acceptable. 

This department would respectfully suggest for your Excellency's 
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consideration, the propriety of erecting a State Arsenal. The public 
arms have no authorised place of deposit, and are now stored partly 
in the basement story of the Capitol, and partly in a room tempora- 
rily constructed in the cupola. The latter apartment was prepared 
for preserving from serious injury the loose arms and accoutrements 
which the damp atmosphere of the basement was causing to becomi» 
coated with rust ; but it is inconvenient if not almost impracticable 
to remove thither the unwieldy boxes in which the arms are 
transported ; and unless some dry and commodious appartment 
be furnished for the purpose, a large proportion of the state arms 
must inevitably be rendered unfit for use. I must take occasion here 
to express my regret that some of the brass pieces of ordnance here- 
tofore issued to volunteer companies, have by mismanagement been 
injured, and others for want of an appropriate armory have much de- 
teriorated in value ; and it is earnestly proposed that some provision 
be made to remedy these irregularities, or prevent a recurrence of 
them. Under the existing law there is no redress for the state in these 
cases, and some amendment should be made, requiring the officer re- 
ceiving them from the Quarter Master General, to give bonds with suf* 
iicient sureties, safely to keep and promptly to restore on requisition 
all arms and accoutrements delivered to him. To none but artillery 
companies ought cannon to be issued, and not even to them unless they 
have provided a commodious and proper building for the keeping of 
the same. In like manner should infantry, rifle and cavalry corps be 
compelled to have proper and particularly dry armories within their 
beats, for their arms and accoutrements ; and I beg leave to urge par- 
ticularly the adoption of similar regulations, inasmuch as experience 
and observation, during a long military career, have taught me that, 
while arms are furnished by the state, and consequently without cost 
to the citizen soldier, in a very short time they are rendered useless 
for want of proper care ; for it is usual for people to pay less regard 
to property furnished in that way, than to that purchashed by them- 
selves. This is one of the great objections to permitting the memb- 
ers of companies to take their arms and accoutrements to their res- 
pective abodes. If, on the other hand, a sufficient guajrantee could be 
obtained from each individual to whom property is thus entrusted, it 
would be far preferable to allow every one the use, care, and preser- 
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vatlon of the samei by which frequent use they would be embled to 
acquire the necessary skill in their management. 

For the further details as regards the arms and military stores o£ 
the state, and their places of deposite, I respectfully refer to the an- 
nexed report of the Quarter Master General, and I avail myself of this 
opportunity to call your Excellency's attention to the services of that 
efficient officer, to whose arduous duties is also attached great respon- 
sibility for the large amount of public property entrusted to his charge 
and all without any fixed remuneration. It is therefore respectfully 
suggested if to retain and secure the services of such a competent offi- 
cer, provision by the legislature should not be made for compensa- 
tion for time and responsibility. 

In conclusion I have the honor to annex an abstract of the general 
roster of the officers commanding in commission, with the specific alot- 
nient of corps, location, d^c, and also a copy of my abstract of the 
annual return of the militia of this state, with a schedule of arms, ac- 
coutrements and ammunition for the year 1844, as transmitted by me 
this day to the Adjutant General of the United States Army at Wash* 
ington city. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J. E. SCHW ARZ, 
AdjutaiU General qfthe Militia of the State of Michigan* 
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Abstract of the General Roster of the Militia of the 8t<Ue of 

Michigan, 

i His Bxcellency John S. Barry, Commander in Chiefy Detroit. 

Brigd. Gen'l John E. Schwarz, Adj't Gen'l, March 11, 1844, Detroit. 
j Colonel Ezra Williams, Quarter Master Gen'l, Feb. 14, 1842, •« 

' " Peter Morey, Judge Advocate Gen'l, ** " Tecums'h. 

AIDS-DE-CAMP TO COMMANDER IN CHIEF. 

I Colonel Wra. L. Greenly, May 14, 1842, Adrian. 

** Alexander H. Redfield, May 19, 1842, Cassopolis. 

« Sheldon McKnight, May 25, 1842, Detroit. 
' •< Warner Wing, Nov. 28, 1842, Monroe. 

1 Major Aaron E. Wait, Military Sec'y to Commander in Chief, July 
I 11, 1842, Centreville. 

Maj. Gen. J. R. Williams, com'd^g 1st Div., March 30, 1838, Detroit. 
Goorge Miles, *« 2d *« «* •' Ann Arbor. 

Cha's C. Hascall, *' 3d « « " Flint. 

John Stockton, " 4th " *' " Mt. Clemens. 

Henry Smith, '* 5th " Feb. 4, 1844, Monroe. 
Isaac E. Crary, «* 6th '' March 30, 1838, Marshall. 
Cha's A. Hopkins, " 7th «« Ap'l 8, 1841, Constantine. 
H. H. Comstockj " 8th " M'ch 30, 1838, Comstock. 
A. F. Bolton, '* 9th '\ Napoleon. 

Brig. Gen. B. F. H. Witherell, com'd'g 1st Brigade, March 30, 

1838, Detroit 
Vacancy, 2d Brigade, Nankin. 
" *« Edward Clark, comM'g 3d Brigade, July 19, 1839) Ann 

Arbor. 
*< " E. Sprague, com'd'g 4th Brigade, Saline. 
« « E. F. Cook, com'd'g 5th Brigade, March 3^, 1838, Ro- 

Chester. 
" " Isaac Brown, commanding 6th Brigade, April 23, 1843, 

Pinckney. 
•« ** Wm. Canfield, com'd^g 7th Brigade, March 30, 1838, 
Mt. Clemens. 
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Brig. Gen. Glover M. Buel, com'd'g 8th. Brigade, April 1, 1842, " 

Port Huron. 
4« « Wm. H. Montgomery, com'd'g 9th Brigade, Feb'y 10, 

1844, Dundee. 
« •• Daniel Pittman, com'd'g/lOth Brigade, April 1, 1840, 

Tecumseh. 
«< «( John H. Stevens, com'd'g 11th Brigade^ June 5, 1830, 

Coldwater. 
" " Andrew L. Hays, com'd'g 12th Brigade, March 30, 1838, 

MarahalK 
" " Isaac D. Toll, com'd'g 13th Brigade, Sept. 25, 1844, 

Fawn River. 
»* « Tho's Fitzgerald, com'd'g 14th Bigade, Oct, 22, 1842, 

St Joseph. 
** «' David E. Brown, com'd'g 15th Brigade, April 1, 1840, 

Kalamazoo. 
" « Solomon Withey, com'd'g 16th Brigade, March 30, 1838, 

Grand Rapids. 
*« " Jonathan D. Davis, com'd'g 17th Brigade, April 26, 

1843, Jackson. 
** •* Mason W. Southworth, com'd'g 18th Brigade, April 13, 

1843, Jackson. 

** " Alvin Nelson Hart, com'd'g 19th Brigade, August 27, 

1844, Lapeer. 

Colonel Andrew T. McReynolds, com'd'g 1st Regiment, Detroit 

« Harry Sanders, com'd'g 2d Reg't, July 13, 1842, Browns- 
town. 

** Lawson A. Van Aikin^ com'd'g 3d Reg't, Nankin 

" Nahum P. Thayer, com'd'g 4th Regiment March 30, 1*38, 
Greenfield. 

" Samuel G. Southerland, com'd'g 5th Reg't, Dec. 26, 1843, 
Ann Arbor. 

<« Jonathan R. Bowers, com'd'g 6th Reg't, May 19, 1841, 
Ypsilanti. 

«♦ A. D. Crane, com'd'g 7th, Reg't, March 30, 1888, Dexter. 

<« James H. Fellows, com'd'g 8th Reg't, Saline. 

" Denison R. Tucker, com'd'g 9th Reg't, Dec. 26, 1842. » 
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Colonel Thomas Curtis com'd'g 10th Reg't^ June 31, 1888. 
»* T. R. Allison, com'd'g 11th Reg't, Nov. 10, 1842. 
•* Jonathan R. White, com'd'g 12th Reg't, Nov. 19, 1844, 

Lapeer. 
•• W. L. P. Little, com'd'g 13th Reg't, March 30,;i838, Sitgi- 

naw. 
«< Daniel Chandler, com'd'g 14th Reg't, March 80, 1838. 
<' Beiy. C. Cox, com^d'g 15th Reg't, Aug. 17, 1844, St. Clair. 
" James L. Schoolcraft, com'd'g 16th Reg't, Sault St. Marie. 
«« Peter Phillips, com'd'g 17th Reg't, Oct 19, 1843, Monroe. 
•' Ira R. Grosvenor, com'd'g 18th Reg't, October 19, 1843, 

Monroe. 
*' Geo. W. Kennedy, com'd'g 19th Reg't, Oct 1, 1844, Te- 

cumseh. 
'« Benj- Anderson, com'd'g 20th Reg't Sept 15, 1842, Adrian. 
'' Wm. T. Howell, com'd'g 21st Reg't, March 30, 1838, Hills. 

dale. 
*' James Pierson, com'd'g 22d Reg't, Jan. 6, 1840. 
«« John Ansley, com'd'g 23d Reg't, May 2, 1843, Marenga 
*' M. V. Berry, com'd'g 24th Reg't, March 10, 1842. 
" Harry McArthur, com'd'g 25th Reg't, Oct 4, 1842, Sher- 
man. 
Vacant by resignation of T.S. Glen, 26th Reg't, Centreville. 
*' • John Wittenmeyer, com'd'g 27th Reg't, Nov. 25, 1842, 

Berrien. 
'* Andrew Longstretlj, com'd'g 28th Reg't, Oct. 6, 1840. 
*• Cha's Nichols, com'd'g 29th Reg't, May 8, 1839. 
*' Alanson Reals, com'd'g 30th Reg't, July 8, 1842, School- 
craft 
*^ Joseph Fisk, com'd'g 31st Reg't, July 17, 1844. 

Simeon M. Johnson, com'd'g 32d Reg't, April 19, 1842. 
Henry A. Levake, com'd'g 33d Reg't, March 20, 1839. 
" Franklin Smith, com'd'g 34th Reg't, May 7, 1842. 
Amos Picket, com'd'g 35th Reg't, Columbia, 
Geo. W. Shafer, com'd'g 36th Reg't, April 27, 1844, Mason. 
^» Allen A. Robineau, com'd'g 37th Reg't. Nov. M), 1842, 
Monroe. 
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Colonel A. S. Duning, com'd'g S8th Reg't, Homer. 

Vacant, 39th Reg't. 
Major Isaac S. Rowland, com'd'g Battalion Frontier Guards, Feb. 

11, 1843, Detroit. 

<< Jarhes McBride, com'd'g Monroe Cavalry Squardon, March 

12, 1844, Monroe. 
Vacant, 40th Reg't. 

Colonel Heber Cowder, com'd'g 41st Reg't, (Volunteers,) April 20, 
1844, Jackson. 
" Edward Bishop, com'd'g 42d Reg't, May 27, 1844, Liv. 

ingston. 
^' Henry Smith, com'd'g 43d Reg't, June 3, 1844, Langsburgh. 
" Elisha B. Clark, com'd'g 44th Reg't^, Aug. 21, 1844, St. 
Clair. 
Vacant, 45th Reg't. 



Abstract of 'Roster of Commandants of uniformed Volunteer Com^ 
panics^ with the names of companies and the number of the reg- 
iments to which they are attached j with dates of commission of offi- 
cers, locations^ Sfc : 

VOLUNTEER INFANTRY COMPANIES. 

1*^ Battalion Frontier Guards. 

Capt. Alpheus S. Williams, com'nd'g. Brady Guards, Feb. 13, 1843, 

Detroit. 
»* J. V. Ruehle, Jr., com'dg Scott Guards, Oct, 11, 1841, Detroit. 
" Eugene T. Smith, commanding Cass Guards, Mar. 22, 1843, 

Detroit. (Disbanded.) 
** Andrew T. McReynolds, com'dg Montgomery Guards, Jan. 5, 

1844, Detroit. 
** Francis X. Cicolte, com'dg Lafayette Guards, Oct. 1st, 1643, 

Detroit. 

3d Regiment, Capt. Ambrose P. Young, Wayne Guards, Mar. 18, 
' 1842, Wayne. 
** *< Martin Vrooman, Michigan Greys, Oct 1st, 1844, Dearb'n. 
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5(h Reg. JoDas 6. Pfttten, Milford Guards,. May Ist, 1841. 

Jason W. Crandall, Oak. County Guards, May Ist, 1841. 
Constant Shaw, Novi Guards, April 29, 1840. 
Chas. H. Caven, Washtenaw Guards, April 25th, 1843. 
Michael Fahey, Northfield Greens, May 17th, 1844. 
6th «< James B. Manchester, Jefierson Blues, June 14th, 1844. 
«< John Gilbert, Jr., Ypsilanti Guards, May 18th, 1844. 
Elijah Lansing, Central Guards, November 25th, 1843. 
7th <' Calvin T. Fillmore, Dexter Guards, May 11th, 1844, Dex- 

ter.' 
lOtb '« Dorus M. Fox, Milford Guards, January 6tb, ^840. 
11th " Horace L. Cook, Cedar Guards, January 28th, 1844. 

Christopher Marks, Light Infantry, January 29th, 1844. 
Asa Shattock, Iosco & Marion Infantry, May 27th, 1844. 
15th << Elii^a B. Clark, Port Huron Guards, January 6th, 1840. 
♦♦ '* S. B. Bjown, St. Clair Guards, Sept. 4th, 1843, Palmer. 
18th '' A. A. Rabineau, Monroe City Guards, August ISth, 1838, 

Monroe. 
19th <« E. B. Van Vleet, Macomb Guards, August 17th, 1842. 
'' '« William Richard, Tecumseh Guards, October 1st, 1844. 
*< ^' Joseph Kies, Clinton Guards, June 4th, 1844. 
20th «< Daniel Hix, Jr., Adrian Guards, May 7tb, 1842. 
«* " Marcus E. Finch, Governor's Foot Guards, Aug. 10th, '42. 
28d •« Asbael French, Jr., Homer Guards, April 24th, 1838. 
*« " Lewis Wilson, Marshall Guards, May 17th, 1844, Marshal. 
" •• Allen L. Doming, Homer Light Infantry, Mar. 19, 1838. 
27th ** Jacob Stasler, Union Greys, August I7th, 1844, Berrien. 
35th ** Hiram Tuthill, Liberty Guards, Nov. 6th, 1848, Ingham, I 

d6th ^* Adna Egliston, Ingham County Guards, December 3, 1843, 

Eden. i 

37th << Guilson Morgan, Stockbridge Guards^ April 20th, 1844. ! 

41st ** R. C. Baker, Jackson Guards. j 

i 

Volunteer Rivls Companies. I 

4th <' Chester B. McCumber, Livonia Highland Rifle» May 3d, 

1844, Schwarzburgh. I 
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5thRgt.C'pt. William B. Oimstead, Ann Arbor Rifle, May 10th, 

1889, Ann< Arbor. 
6th «' Ezra Carpenter, Pitt Rifle, April 25th, 1848. 

*« « York Rifle. (Disbanded.) - 

8th '' Ansel Winslow, Bridgewater Rifle, June 18th, 1844 
9th «' Almeron Brasberten, Avon Rifle, February 19tb, 1842. 
11th *< George Bennett, Livingston Rifle, September 9th, 1843, 

Putouin. 
'« << William Lewis, Howell & Osceola Rifle, Jan. 29, 1844. 
14th ** John A. Wood, Utica Rifle, June 21st, 1838. 
** " Alexander J. D. Thurston, Washington Rifle, June, 2lBt» 

1838. 
15th «' Henry A Caswell, Newport Rifle, March 19th, 1841. 
18th «< Asa S. Davis, Dundee Rifle Guards, April 4th, 1844. 
20th <* Ezra Bertram, Rome Rifle, August 17th, 1842. 
21st ** Luther L. Tucker, Rifle Company, June, 28th, 1838. 
2eth ** David P. Ward, Rifie Rangers, September 23d, 1844. 
28th <' Samuel Longstreth, Paw Paw Rifle, June 20th, 1840. 
34th '« Josiah Low, Fairfleld Hunters, May 7th, 1842. 
87th « Hiram C. Hodge, Pulaski Rifle, July 15th, 1844. 
42d *^ Salomon S. Saunders, Brighton Rifle, June 14th, 1844. 

Uniformed Artillery Companies 

2d ** George Barnes, Washington Artillery, Dec'r 4th, 1843, 

Brownstown. 
5lh ** Oliver Pickering, Ann Arbor Artillery, March 16th, 1839. 
6th «' William H. Eddy, Washtenaw Atillery, Dec'r 26th, 1842. 
14th ^' James B. Vanrensaelar, Artillery, September 17th, 1638. 
37th « T. Littlefield, Barry Artillery, Ash. 
23d *« A. G. Butler, Washington Artillery, May 17th, 1844, 

Marshall. 
26th " Almerin Bristol, Constantino Artillery, April 11th, 1844, 

Constantine. 
41st " J. S. Love, Napoleon Artillery, Napoleon. 
86th ** P. C. Lawrence, Leoni Artillery, August 29th, 1843, Leoni. 
36th '' Ingham Artillery. 
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Uniforme0 Cavalry, Squadron, de Companies. 

Squadron Capt. Woodward. Milan Cavalry. 

<' *' James Lorenger, Jr., Monroe Light Dragoons, April 

10th, 1844. 
8tli Reg. <« T. Phelps, Sharon Light Horse Guards, May 24th, 

1844. 

9th «< ^< Hosea B. Richardson, Avon Cavalry, Dec^br 26th, 

1842. 
11th *^ " Freemon Webb, Jr., Livingston Troop of Cavalry, 

September 9th, 1843. 
20th *' «* Gillett Gage, Governor's Horse Guards, August 17, 

1842. 
20th " *' John F. Brown, Tecumpeh Troop, May, — 1848. 
26th ** ** Washington Welch, St. Joseph County Cavalry, 

April 27, 1844. 
41st *» *' Heber Cowder, Laoni Cavalry, May 6th, 1844. 

*< " Abel F. Fitch, Barry Horse Guards, Aug. 30, 1848. 
Calvin H. Swain, Jr., Brooklyn Horse Guards, Apl. 

24th, 1844. 
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ANNUAL REPORT of the Quarter Master General. 

OFriCB OF THE QUARTER MaSTER GsNERAL M. M. 

Detroit^ November 28, 1844. 

7h ki9 Exeelleney John S. Barry, Governor 

and Commander^n-Cbief: 

Sir :-^In obedience to the requisitions of the Statute, i submit the 
following report of the condition of this department of the public sc^r* 
vice. 

The Report of the Adjutant General, embracing as it does nearly 
every topic which it might otherwise be expedient to enlarge uponi, 
renders superfluous any elaborate remarks in the present eommmii- 
cation. The election of the distinguished gentleman at the liead of 
the military stafTof the state* to one branch of the Legislature, there- 
by enabling him to bring directly before that body the fruits of his 
long experience in military afikirs, and all the information neces- 
sary to the foundation of an enlightened legislative action, like- 
wise enforce the determination to limit my report to the annexed ta- 
bles showing the present situation of the military property of the state 
and the extent of its means of defence. 

Schedule A. presents an inventory of the arms received from the 
general government on the 13th of September, under the act of Con- 
gress making provision for arming the militia of the several states by 
the annual appropriation and distribution of arms. 

Schedule B. exhibits the aggregate of all the arms whibh have been 
received from the same source during the past and present years. 

Schedule C. is a con^)lete exhibit of all the issues of arms t<} the 
several uniformed companies in the state, and their present locations 
except in regard to those delivered to the Cass Guards and the Livo- 
nia Highlanders ; the former having been disbanded, and the latter 
having taken measures to exchange their infantry equipments for ri- 
fl^, in conformity with their original organization. An account of 
the arms returned by these two corps will be found in schedule D. 

I take occasion here to remark that neither of these companies 
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Were provided with an armory for the safe keeping of the arms confi- 
ded to them ; each individual member having the custody of his own 
equipments. Their condition when returned contributed to strengthen 
an opinion long entertained, that no company ought to be entitled to 
receive arms until it has made provision for their security and pres- 
ervation in good order. 

Two companies^ viz: the Central Guards and the Clinton Guards 
have been temporarily supplied with old muskets, the issues of former 
years. These with ten muskets heretofore transmitted for the use of 
the penitentiary guard, in lieu of which new arms and complete equip- 
ments were subsequently provided, but which have not yet been re- 
turned, together with those which appear in schedule E., comprise all 
the arms of this description which have hitherto been reclaimed. — 
They are ill assorted as to length, calibre and mountings, and in a 
condition nearly unfit for actual service, and are moreover without 
acooutrements, and nearly half of them destitute of bayonets. 

Schedule E. contains an inventory of the public property on hand 
and in my custody. 

Hitherto no legislative provision has been made for the safe keep- 
ing of the arms and military stores of the state. A place o£ tempora- 
ry deposite has been provided in the basement of the Capitol. This 
having proved unsuitable on account of its dampness, an apartment has 
been fitted up in the lower part of the cupola, which, for the present 
obviates the difficulty so far as relates to unpacked arms. It is alto- 
gether inaccessible, however, for whole packages or for ordnance. — 
The arm chests in which muskets, rifles, &c., are packed, are gene^ 
rally well made and secured, but do not afibrd an adequate protection 
from the efilects of a moist atmosphere. 

The value of the public property of this description remaining at 
the depository may be estimated at about eight thousand three hund- 
red dollars ; an amount certainly of sufficient magnitude to claim the 
early attention of the legislature. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

EZRA WILLIAMS, 
Quarter Master Oeneralj M. M. 
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SCHEDULE A; 

160 Muskets and bayonets. 

160 Cartridge boxes and plates. 

160 Cartridge box belts, and plates. 

160 Waist belts and plates. 

160 Bayonets, Scabbards, and frogs. 

160 Gun slings. 

160 Brushes and picks. 

160 Rifles. 

160 Copper powder flasks. 

160 Rifle pouches. 
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SCHEDULE B. 

760 Muskets and bayonets. 

760 Cartridge boxes and plates. 

760 Cartridge box belts and plates. 

760 Waist belts and plates. 

760 Bayonet scabbards and frogs. 

760 Gun slings. 

760 Brushes and picks. 

160 Rifles. 

160 Copper powder flasks. 

160 Rifle pouches. 

240 United States pistols. 

120 Cavalry sabres. 

120 Cavalry sabre bells. 

120 Pistol cartridge boxes. 

120 Holsters with housing. 

50 United States carbines. 

50 Carbine swivels. 

50 Carbine slings. 
260 Artillery swords. 
260 Sword belts. 

6 Brass 6 pounder cannon with carriages and harness for 
four horsesi with appendages complete. 
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SCHEDULE C. 




Brady Oaardai 
Scott Ouardc, 
Cbm tiuardt. 
La Fayette Guardi, 
Jackion Guards, 
Monroe City Goardt, 
Waaliteiiaw Goarda, 
Adrian Ouarda, 
St. eiair GOardt. 
Lenawee Oaarda, 
CitaMon Gtiardi, 
• Central Ouarda, 
Penitentiary Gvardi, 
Montfomery Guarda, 
Mannall Gnardi, 
WaahingtoB Arlilt^ry, 
Wayne Artillery, 
Lenawee Lt. Artilleryi 
Livonia Hlghlandert, 
Monroe Lif bt Dragooni, 
Leoni Cavalry, 
Teeamieh Troop, 
Brooklyn Horse Guards, 
Napoleon ArtlUery, 
Barry Artillery, 
Leoni Artillery, 
Wasbtenaw Artfllery, 
1st Bat. Frontier Guards, 
Mb Div*n MIcb. MiUtla, 
9tb Brigade do. 
lOtb Brigade do. 
Waabington Artillery, 
Maj. Gen. H. Smitb, fttb 

Division, 
Brig. Gen. D. Pittman, 

lOlbBrlMde, 
M«J.L 8. Rowland, 

Frontier Guards, 
Col. E. J. Roberts, lata 

A4J*t General, 
^rig Gen J. E. Scbwarz, 

Adft General, 
Col. Esra WilUams, 

Q. M. General, 
Got. 8. MeKaigbL Gov. 

AM, 
Gapt, F. W. LawBon, 

AidtoAdftGen. 
Brig. Gen. J. D. Davis, 

ITtb Brigade, 
Brig. Gen. M.W. Sontb. 

wcHTtb, 18tb Brigade, 
Blfl^. R. C. Baker, Ins. 

9cbDlv*n. 



960380 
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SCHEDULE D. 
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SCHEDULE E. 

260 Muskets and bayonets. 

250 Cartridge boxes and plates. 

250 Cartridge box belts and plates. 

250 Waist belts and plates, 

250 Bayonet scabbards and frogs. 

250 Gun slings. 

2&0 Brushes and picks. 

160 Rifles. 

160 Copper powder flasks. 

160 Rifle pouches. 

4 Cavalry sabres. 

4 Pistol cartridge boxes. 

3 Holsters and housings. 

4 Cavalry sabre belts. 
4 Artillery swords. 

4 Artillery sword belts. 
37 Carbines. 
37 Carbine swivels. 
37 Carbine slings. 
49 Old mxiskets. 
S4 Old bayonets. 
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ANNUAL REPORT of the Inspectors of the State 
Prison at Jackson, for the year ending October 31, 
1844. 

To the Secretary of State of the State of Michigan : 

In compliance with the provisions of of law, the undersigned res- 
pectfully beg leave to submit the following report. 

The accompanying documents and tables submitted to us by the 
agent, contain a summary of the information which that officer in the 
discharge of his duties is required to furnish to the board, and on i e- 
ferring to which we observe that the total expenditures on account 
of the convict department for the year aforesaid amounts to the sum 
of - - . - . $9,61% SI 

Expenditures on account of building department, 5,775 20 



Aggregate disbursements on both departments, $15,448 51 

Amount of receipts on convict department, 9,216 66 

do do building do 6,056 27— $15,272 93 



Balance due the agent, - - - $175 58 

It also appears that the sum of $4,913 26, has been received from 
contractors for the labor of convicts, which'sum has been expended in 
the purchase of materials, and in prosecuting the further construction 
of the prison buildings, yard walls, work shops, &;c., all of which 
branches of improvements have been progressed during the past year 
to an extent equal to the means and facilities aifi>rded for that pur« 
pose. The want of suitable and sufficient shop room for the mechs- 
nical branches, has been a source of great inconvenience, and it be- 
came necessary for the agent to use every proper and possible ezer* 
tion to advance that division of prison improvements to meet the ne* 
cessities of the case. 

There are now five contracts existing for the employment of g<mi^ 

1 
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victs in the several branches of mechanical labor, viz: Shoe making, 
coopering, manufacturing woollen goods, wagon making connected 
with blacksmithing, and manufacturing iron machinery, stoves, and 
other castings, all bf which contracts are let on advantageous terms 
for the state, and conducted apparently with a degree of profit to the 
contractor. 

As the present contracts for sboemaking and coopering will expire 
on the first of April next, it was thought advisable for the interest of 
the state and the benefit of the present as well as the future contractors 
to relet them several months prior to their expiration, and in pursu- 
ance of legal notice, sealed proposals were received for that purpose 
on the 30th of September last, at which time the contracts for the 
above branches were relet to the present contractors at the rate of 40 
cents per day for the former, and 38 cents per day /or the latter^ and 
both to continue five years from next April. 

The contract for manufacturing woollen fabrics, made in April, 

1843, and temporarily suspended after the burning of the workshops 

/ and g)achinery, in Aug. ofthe same year, was resumed in July last, 

by the same contractor, and the time extended to five years from last 

April, being the same term for which it was originally let. 

The present number of convicts in prison is 122, of which number, 
according to one of the tables embraced in the Agent's report, 80 
are employed for contractors in the mechanical branches, and in all 
probability the existing contracts, if they can be prosecuted as sue-, 
cessfully as present appearances seem to indicate, will give profita- 
, ble employment to as many convicts as can be spared from the va- 
rious branches of state labor, during the succeeding two or three 
years, making due allowance for the probable increase in their num- 
bers. 

The variety of business now carried on in the prison shops, em- 
braces many of the more prominent mechanical trades usually pros- 
ecuted in the western country, so that an opportunity is afibrded to 
employ almost every convict who possesses any mechanical genius, 
at such branch as may be best adapted to his. capacity, and in some 
cfttes in acoordance with his inclination. 

The system of discipline established for the government of the pri- 
son, continues to be efficient in maintaining good order aud subordi 
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nation among this unfortunate class of men, all of whom manifest no 
inconsiderable attention to their several occupations, without resort- 
ing, with but few exceptions, to corporeal punishment, the infliction 
of which, in every instance, has been effectual in restoring the re- 
fractory convict to his duty, and of extorting from him the most earn- 
est and sincere promises of future obedience and amendment, which 
are seldom or never violated. 

The usual facilities for moral and religious instruction, continue 
to be freely extended to the inmates of this institution, resulting in 
effects hi]^hly satisfactory to the benevolent mind, and affording very 
efficient aid in keeping down any serious outbreaks of violence and^ 
passion. They all enjoy the benefit of one suitable 'and appropriate 
religious service on every Sabbath afternoon, and all who choose, 
have the privilege of attending a well conducted Sabbath school and 
bible class, in both of which, many of the convicts manifest a deep 
interest. 

Each convict who can read, is supplied with a copy of the bible, 
furnished at the expense of the state, besides which they have a va- 
riety of other reading matter, mostly of a religious character, con- 
sisting of upwards of one hundred volumes of well bound books, 
tracts, pamphlets, &c., which, through the solicitation of the chap- 
lain, have been presented to the prison at different times, by various 
benevolent individuals. 

The unavoidable absence of the regularly appointed chaplain, pre- 
cludes the possibility of receiving from him a report on the subject 
of his official duties, during the past year, consequentl}' the board is 
deprived of many statistical facts, which would enter into a document 
of that character. 

The report of the Physician, herewith subjoined, will afford the 
necessary information in regard to the hospital department of the 
prison for the past year. 

Before closing our remarks, we would barely mention, that the va- 
rious legislative enactments which have been from time to time adopted 
for the management of this institution, in our opinion contain some 
provisions which are very defective, and others which are superflu- 
ous and useless. 

The present state prison laws are scattered promiscuously through 
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the seyeral annual statutes from 1888 to 1844, and in some of which 
Tarious sections have been repealed tod amended. We would re- 
spectfully invite the attention of the ensuing legislature to a thorough 
correction and revision of said laws, in view of which, we intend to 
submit, at the proper time, such suggestions and amendments as may 
be deemed advisable and proper. 

All which is respectfully submitted by 

Your obedient servants, 

IRA C. BACKUS, 
LEWIS BASCOM, 

h$pectars» 

Statb Prison, . ^ 
Jacksorif 2d Dec. 1844. ^ 
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Statement of the several Monthly Reports of the Agent to the Board 
of Inspectors of the State FrUon for the year ending October 31| 
1844. 



NOVEMBER. 


% 




By balance due agent per annual report, 




$77 85 


<' Paid guards* 




17 00 


" ** for sundries, 


<06 85 


2 00 




$06 85 


To balance carried forward* 




DECEMBER. 






By balance brought forward. 




$96 85 


<< Paid guards for two months* 




537 36 


«« «< E. S. Lathrop, 2915 rations* 5 6.10c., 


163 23 


«« <« J. Sumner* 3330 rations* 6io.* 


« 


208 12 


c( (( discharged convicts* 




9 00 


♦* " for wood, 




141 61 


" " «* sundries, 


' 


58 96 


* 


$1,215 13 


To cash from visitors, 


•80 86 




« «« " State Treasury, 


1,000 00 




« «« « convict deposites, 


3 00 




^ balance carried forward. 


131 27 






$1*215 13 




JANUARY. 




1 


By balance brought forward, 




$131 27 


«< Paid guards* 




266 64 


«< << T. M. Eaton* balance on carding machine, 


343 00 


«« « discharged convicts, 




6 00 


<* w for wood) 


• 


152 43 


" " «• sundries. 




74 36 


** balance carried forward, 




98 85 



$1,002 55 
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To cash from State Treasury, $1,000 00 

'< sale of batting and yarn, 2 65 



4( *i 



$1,002 55 

FEBRUARY. 

To balance brought forward, $28 85 

«« cash from State Treasury, 1,000 00 

" Balance carried forward, 47 T5 



$1,076 60 

By paid guards, $266 64 

" « John Sumner, 3510 rations, 6Jc., 219 87 

*i « «« <c 3263 «' " 203 98 

'* *' G. W. Logan, shoes, 128 00 

** " for wood, 196 65 

•* " '« sundries, 62 01 

$1,076 60 

MARCH. 

By balance brought forward, $47 75 

*« Paid guards, 287 72 

John Sumner, 3529 rations, 6}c., 220 56 

discharged convicts, 12 00 

Chandler & Co., clothing materials, 250 06 

E. S. Lathrop, u u 66 12 

" «« for wood, 33 60 

« « •« sundries, 17 80 

** balance carried forward, 78 89 

$1,014 50 

To cash from State Treasury, . $1,000 00 

*• ** *« rent acc't, 14 50 



« 


(4 


ii 


ii 


(( 


ii 


(( 


it 



$1,014 50 



APRIL. 

To balance brought forward, $78 89 

« cash from State Treasury, 1,000 00 

" " " rent acc't, 17 50 

it «« a Van Alstine, c'vict deposite, 44 50' 



$1,140 89 
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By paid guards, 




(( 


discharged convicts. 




« 


John Sumner, 3529 rations, 6ic«, 




<i 


for wood. 




«i 


^< clothing materials. 




t& 


** sundries for hospital, 




it 


*' printing and postage. 




it 


" sundries. 




balance carried forward, 



$305 72 

6 00 

220 56 

63 00 

82 66 

15 52 

18 00 

18 83 

410 60 





• 


. $1,140 89 




MAY. 




To balance brought forward, t»410 60 




" " carried forward, 152 54 






$563 14 




By paid guards, 


$293 64 


(( (( 


discharged convicts. 


6 00 


i( 4( 


John Sumner, 3579 rations, 61c., 


223 69 


AC (« 


for wood, 


30 25 


«{ i« 


** sundries, 


9 56 




$563 14 




JtJNE. 




By balaiice brought forward. 


$152 54 


*« Paid 


1 guards. 


291 72 


(C (( 


discharged convicts. 


' 9 00 


«( 4( 


John Sumner, 3416 rations, 6}c., 


213 50 


«< ii 


Lord, Stebbins <Sz; Co., yarn and batting. 


162 04 


U i( 


W. H. Gary & Co., thread, &c.. 


21 75 


<« «( 


McCoon, Sherman &; Co., tobacco. 


22 30 


« (( 


Van Alstine, convict deposite. 


44 50 


i( it 


for medicines and sundries for hospital, 


89 92 


ii i( 


** wool. 


48 60 


(( ii 


'' sundries, 


70 32 


a a 


*« wood, 


22 83 



$1,149 02 
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To cash from State Treasury, (1,000 00 

(i a ii Sam Clay, convict deposite, 5 00 
<* balance carried forward, 144 02 



[No. a 





$],149 02 




JULY. 

By balance brought forward, 




$144 02 


** Paid guards. 




298 94 


** " John Sumner, 3534 rations, 6J 


c, 


220 87 


'* " Kassick, for wool, 




167 63 


** " ** for sundries. 




64 92 


" " Wilcox, for shoes and mending 


9 


106 11 


** ** for fugitives, 




308 75 


" «; « wood. 




10 00 


" ** " sundries, 


•1,000 00 


33 73 


To cash from the State Treasury, 


$1,354 97 


«4 44 a rentacc't. 


18 75 




" balance carried forward, 


336 22 




AUGUST. 


•1,354 97 




By balance brought forward, 




$336 22 


'* Paid guards, 




301 93 


" « John Sumner, 3583 rations, 6ic., 


223 94 


" " expense of Fugitives, 




15 43 


« ** for wood and oil, 




20 32 


" " f^ sundries, 




15 07 


** balance carried forward. 


$1,000 00 
5 00 • 


92 09 


To cash from the State Treasury, 
w •« •« rent acc't. 


$1,005 00 




$1,005 00 




SEFTEMBEB. 






• 

To balance brought forward, 


$92 09 




« cash from State Treasury, 


1,000 00 




« u « rentacc't, 


25 00 





$1,117 09 
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By paid guards, 




$326 06 


'< ** John Sumner, 3437 rations, 


6ic. 


214 81 


" « discharged convicts, 




36 00 


*« " expense of fugitives. 




17 00 


" « for sundries, 




81 32 


** balance carried forward, 




441 00 



#1,117 00 

OCTOBER. 

To balance brought forward, 9441 00 

** " due ag't, carried to new acc't, 456 65 

#898 55 

By paid guards, #320 47 

^* *< L. Wilcox, shoes and mendings 172 40 

>« « John Sumner, 3564 rations, 6ic., 222 75 

« « Hoover & Loomis, oil, 61 14 

" •< W, R. Reynolds, hospital stores, 11 80 

« *• " ** clothing materials, 38 57 

*« *« Berry and Rice, " " 26 74 

" « J. M . Diamond, ** " 13 

•« << J. E. Beebo, wood, 24 22 

<« « for sundries, 12 33 



•898 55 



State or Michigan, ^ 
County of Jackson. 5 

Jonas H. Titus, Agent, and Walter Buddington, Clerk of the State 
Prison^ being duly sworn, depose and say, that the foregoing state- 
ment of monthly reports is correct and true, according to the best of 

their knowledge and belief. 

J. H. TITUS, 

W. BUDDINGTON, 

Subscribed and sworn before me, the 2d day of jDec, 1844, 

W. N. Buck, Justice of the Peace. 
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To the Board of Inspectors of the State Prison at Jackson: 


The 


undersigned respectfully submits the 


following report of the 


transactions of said Prison, for the year ending dlst Oct, 1844. 


. 


CONVICT DEPARTMENT 


• 


Paid Guards, 


«3,501 84 


a 


Discharged convicts, 


84 00 


ti 


Agent's travelling expenses, 


Ul 75 


a 


Balance on carding machine. 


343 00 


({ 


Convicts deposites, 


47 50 


iC 


For wood, 


678 09 


cc 


« Woolj 


216 23 


f« 


** Fugitives* 


844 18 


«l 


'^ Rations, 


2555 33 


<« 


** Hospital stores, 


133 47 


i« 


*^ Clothing materials, 


1087 80 


c« 


** Sundry expenses and materials, 
)tal expenditures. 


570 62 


T< 


$9,673 31 


Received from State Treasury, 


#9,000 00 


«< 


" Rent ac. 


80 75 


C8 


*' Convicts on depositee 


52 50 


44 


" Visitors fund, 


80 86 


(t 


*' Articles sold, 
Total receipts, 


2 55 


. 


t9,216 66 


- 


Balance due Agent, 


#456 65 



BUILDING DEPARTMENT. 

Received from Contractors for convict labor, #4,013 26 

do «« Sundiy persons for do. 82 63 
do '* Stute Treasury on account of 

special appropriation^ 800 #0 

do For weaving and tailoring, 165 46 

do « Articles sold, 94 92 



Total receipts, #6,056 27 
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Brought forwardy 
Total expenditures, 

BalaitoB on hand, 



[No.. 8. 

$6,056 27 
6,775 20 

$381 07 



Aggrega^ expeoditares on account of both 

departments, $15,448 51 ' 

do Receipts on da 15,272 93 



Balance due Agent, 



$175 58 



• • t 



/ 
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Siatement of the number of day^ work performed and the amcwni 
earned by Convicts during the year ending Blst OctobeTf 1844. 









t>ay«. 


Per0By. 


AmouBC. 


For contractors in Coopers Shop, 


2980} 


at d8c 


1,132 68 


«c 


44 


" Shoe Shop, 


4215} 


44 S9 


1,601 70 


44 


44 


" do 


169} 


*« 25 


42 38 


44 


44 


" Wagon Shop, 


27461 


« 33} 


915 42 


4C 


4C 


** Furnace and Ma- } 
chine Shop, 3 


4398} 


« 80 


1,318 05 


(1 


(4 


** do 


436} 


« 25 


109 19 


4C 


44 


" Woolen manufact'ry, 


140 


« 30 


42 00 


44 


44 


" do 


901 


« 25 


225 25 


(C 


41 


« do 


99} 


*« 10 


995 


44 


Orendorf & Root, 


83 


" 50 


41 50 ^a 


(( 


State 


in Tailor's Shop, 


873 


« 50 


436 50 


(• 


44 


« Blacksmith Shop, 


359 


«« 50 


179 50 


44 


4( 


•* Carpenter's Shop, 


826 


" 50 


413 00 


44 


(( 


" Building Work Shop, 


1269 


« 50 


634 50 


44 


44 


" ** Yard Wall, 


1127 


" 50 


563 50 


44 


44 


*• Stone Quarry. 


1070 


« 50 


535 00 


it 


44 


" Weave Shop, 


1829 


" 25 


457 25 


•4 


44 


** Grading Yard, 


1447 


" 37} 


542 62 


(( 


(4 


*< Cutting Stone, 


517 


« 75 


387 75 


(4 


(( 


" Brick Yard, 


357 


" 50 


178 50 


4( 


a 


" Cooking, Washing, 1 
cutting wood and I 
sundry work about / 
Prison, \ 


4727 


•< 25 


1,181 75 


Lofit 


bv sicknetj^- Knrl iVAntViAP Ar. rk\A noro- 


4400 






J^SA^Om 


Total of 


' earnings, 


TB^W 


910,947 99 
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Last of Convicts received into 

her 

Crime* 

Perjury, 

Larceny, 

Arson, 

Manslaughter, 

Burglary and Larceny, 

Passing counterfeit money, 

Obtaining property hy false 
pretences, 

Burglary, 

Forgery, 

Murder, 

Counterfeiting and passing 
counterfeit U. S. coin. 

Larceny and breaking jail, 

Bigamy, 

Assault and battery with at- 
tempt to kill, 

Total, 



Prison during the year ending Octo' 
31, 1844. 



No. 
2 

25 

5 

1 

7 
2 

1 
5 
3 
1 

5 
2 
1 



61 



county. 

Monroe, 
Kent, 
Calhoun, 
Branch, 
Washtenaw, 
Kalamazoo, 
St. Joseph, 
Macomb, 
Genesee, 
Mackinac, 
Jackson, 
St. Clair, 
Berrien, 
Oakland, 
Wayne, 
Do. U. S. Court, 

Total, 



No. 

2 
8 

3 
3 

8 
1 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
2 
1 
28 
5 

61 



No. of convicts in prison October 31, 1843, 94 

Do. do. rec'd during the year ending Oct 31, 1844, 61 



Na of convicts discharged during the year ending October 

31, 1844, by expiration of sentence, 
By pst,rdon. 
Escaped, 
Died, 



— 155 

26 
2 • 
1 

4 

— 33 



In prison October 31, 1844, 



122 
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For contractors in cooper shop, n 

" ** " furnace and machine shop, 21 

" " " shoe shop, 17 

" " " wagon shop, 10 

" " " woolen manufactory, 21 

V " the State, " carpenter's shop, 2 

** " " wearer shop, 3 

" " " tailor's shop, 3 

** " ** stone quarry, 5 

" *• '* washroom, 2 

" " " kitchen, 3 

" ** " cutting stone, 3 

" ** " building yard wall, 10 

" « " brickyard, 4 

" *• barber, , 1 

** " teamster, 1 

" " sundry work, 3 

In county jail, (females,) 2 

Total, 



[No, H. 



122 



J 



— - - jr 
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Gentlemen : I herewith submit tlie foregoing condensed accounts ^ 
and tables, which exhibit the general transactions of said Prison in 
its various departments, during the past year. 

There has been drawn from the Treasury for the support and 
maintenance of the convict department, the sum of $9,000 00, which 
exceeds by $1,000 00 the amount drawn from the same source du- 
ring the previous year. 

The disbursements for and on account of said department, amount 
to $9,673 31, which sum includes 843 dollars paid towards a carding 
machine, and which does not properly belong to the expenses for the 
general support of the Prison^ 

It will be observed that the expenditures show an increase of $854 
22, over those for the same purpo&e the previous year, occasioned to 
some extent by the loss of various property and materials, by the fire 
in August of last year, to which may be added the average increase 
of convicts, and the usual contingencies that arise from the general 
progress of the business of the Prison. 

The sum of $144 55, now remains due from the United States* 
for the support of convicts sentenced by the district court for the dis* 
trict of Michigan, the accounts for which, for the year ending 80th 
June last, have been forwarded to their proper destination, but from 
some cause, the balance has not yet been remitted. During the past 
year, five convicts have been sent here by the above court, one of 
whom has since died in prison, leaving five still remaining, whose 
expenses, after deducting the value of their labor, are chargeable to, 
and paid by the general government. 

In the table showing the aggregate earning of the convicts, I have 
estimated their services on some of the branches of prison labor for 
the state, at from one fourth to one third less^price per day, than that 
for the same branches the previous year ; consequently the ratio of 
increase in the amount of earnings, is considerably less than in the 
average increase in the number of days work. 

The table before mentioned, will also show you that the convicts 
employed in the several branches of mechanical labor for contractors, 
have earned for the state the sum of $5,438 12, exceeding by nearly 
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two tiiousand dollars, the same item in my last annual statement. — 
The amount of earnings in this department of prison industry, has 
suffered considerable diminution in consequence of the fire in Aug. 
'43| as two of the then existing contracts, for want of shop room and 
machinery, were wholly suspended for a time, and one of them for 
nearly a year. 

The contract for manufacturing woollen goods, was only recom- 
menced in July last, which was as soon as it became practicable to 
do so, even had the shops and machinery been in a sufficient state of 
forwardness for that purpose, as the contractors in that branch, of 
course had to postpone their operations, until the new crop of wool 
was in readiness for delivery. 

Since that period, this branch of business has been prosecuted as 
successfully as could reasonably be expected* although thus far, it 
cannot but be considered as merely experimental. 

An additional work shop of 110 feet in length, was erected in the 
early part of last spring, which together with the two shops previous- 
ly built, constitute a continuous range of 310 feet in length, by 35 
feet in breadth, separated into three apartments by brick partitions 
which run up through the roof, and surmounted by suitable embattle- 
meots of the same material* 

To keep pace with the probable increase of convicts, and the con- 
sequent enlargement of the business of the contractors, it will be ne** 
cessary, at the opening of the coming spring, to erect an addition to 
the present range of shops, — and even at this time, the shop room is 
inadequate for the convenient employment of all the convicts en- 
gaged in the mechanical branches. 

In keeping up an efficient system of discipline among the convicts 
while engaged in their several branches of labor, it is very essential 
that the various trades should be carried on in separate apartments as 
much as possible, and that the shops should be located contiguous to 
each other, in the same part of the yard. 

Contrary to my expectations, at the time of making my last an- 
nual report, the yard wall yet remains in an unfinished state. Th© 
almost continued unfavorable weather for such work, during the past 
season, and the demand for laborers in the mechanical trades at the 
same time, contributed to render a suspension of the work unavoida- 



rr 
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ble. There has beea laid 26,000 cubic feet of stone work, making 
ah average length of 400 feet of the yard wall, including the cut 
stone arch and jambs for the front gate ; and all that remains uncom- 
pleted is that portion of the wall extending from the west end of the 
main prison building to the south-west corner of the yard, and which 
has already been carried to over half of its intended height. 

There are now completed 132 cells, and there are on hand in the 
yard cut stone, cell door iron, and other necessary materials for thirty- 
two mor^ which can be constructed during the ensuing winter. 

In prosecuting the building operations of the prison, it has been 
and always will be necessary to consume a large amount of brick, 
which have been heretofore purchased of the manufacturers in the 
vicinity of the prison, at the rate of about four dollars per thousand. 
Under the impression that the article could be manufactured in the 
prison yard with the help of convict labor, at a less expense to the 
State, I undertook the experiment in the early part of last summer, 
and the project has succeeded to the extent of my anticipations, though 
the weather for most of the time, was extremely unfavorable for that 
branch of business. It was necessary to employ a few citizens to 
superintend the yard, the amount of whose wages, at one dollar per 
day, added to the labor of convicts and the expense of materials and 
hauling the same, will not make the brick cost the State but about 
two dollars and fiAy cents per thousand. 

By reference to one of the preceding tables you will observe that 
the total receipts of moneys on account of the building department, 
amount to 96,056 27, and the disbursements on the same account, 
to $5,775 20 ; a detailed statement of which, together with the indi* 
vidual vouchers for the same, in pursuance of law^ are herewith 
transmitted to the Auditor General. 

At the last session of the legislature, there was appropriated for 
the purchase of machinery, to replace what was destroyed by fire in 
August, 1843, the sum of eight hundred dollars, which amount has 
been drawn from the treasury and expended for that object — the con- 
tractor in the woollen manufactory having the use of the same, as 
contemplated by the act of appropriation. 

The amount of revenue which will be derived from the labor of 
convicts for the contractors in the mechanical branches, for the en* 

3 
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suiog year, will not, it is thought, fall much short of #6,500 Ou ; 
sufficient, without doubt, if advantageously applied, for the purchase 
of materials, and to advance the different improvements now in con- 
templation, and which may be considered expedient 
All of which is respectfully submitted, by 

Your obedient servant, 

J. H. TITUS, Agmt. 
SUUe Prisarif Jackson^ 2d Dec, 1844. 
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Value. 


92,650 00 


190 00 


460 00 


105 00 


125 00 


85 00 



hweMary of property rentaifiing at the State Prison at Jaekeon^ and 
belonging to the States October 31^ 1844. 

WITHOUT THE YARD. 

Three dwelling houses^ one barn, 

Two double and one single wagon and harness, 

Pour horses^ three carts and harness, 

Ten tons hay, 200 bushels oats, 26 hogs, 

IN THK OFFICE. 

Two stoves and pipe, 1 wood clock, 1 iron safe, 
Tables> book cases, desks, chairs, &c., 

PRISON YARD AND WORK 8H0P8» 

Steam engine, drums, shafts, belts, and other fixtures, 1,650 00 

Two single carding machines, one picking machine, one 

spinning Jack, five looms and fixtures, 
One engine lathe, one stocking loom, 
One copper kettle, spools, washing bars, d:c., 

MATERIALS. 

Five hundred pounds cell door hinges, 
Five tons English and scrap iron, 4 tons cell door iron. 
Lumber, shingles, glass, nails, oil, butts, screws and brads. 
Thread, buttons, sheeting, 6^c., 

Six hundred pounds cotton yam, 250 lbs. cotton batting,. 
Three hundred pounds woollen yarn, 200 pounds wool, 
Five hundred bushels lime, 200,000 bricks in the kiln, 
Two thousand and twenty-five feet cut stone for cells, one 
hundred cords wood, 825 60 

TOOLS, &€. 

Kitchen furniture, bedding and clothing sufficient for one- 
hundred and twenty-two convicts, 1,100 00 
Wash room fixtures and implements, 20 00 
Carpenter's and blacksmith's tools, 189 50 
Stone cutter's and tailor's tools, barber's kit, 65 00 
Nine wheel barrows, 24 shovels, 6 picks, 9 crowbars, 86 00 
Twelve stone hammers, 12 trowels, axes, buck saw, &c*, 21 00 
One large grind stone, bell and hangings, 25 00 



1,566 00 


150 00 


50 00 


75 00 


800 00 


138 50 


85 00 


155 00 


175 00 


675 00 



210 00 


22 


50 


25 00 


125 


00 


$11,692 


50 
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Five large stoves and pipe in workshops, 4 do. in prison, 
Six brick moulds, 1 cook stove and furniture in hospital. 
One medicine case, together with drugs and medicines, 
Ten muskets and accoutrements, and 5 pistols, 

Total, 

Stats of Michigan, ) 
County of Jackson^ \ **' 

Jonas H. Titus, Agent, and Walter Budington, Clerk, of the State 
Prison at Jackson, being duly sworn, depose and say, that the fore- 
going inventory is correct and true in all respects, according to the 
best of iheir knowledge and belief. 

J. H. TITUS, 
W. BUDINGTON. 
Subscribed and sworn before me, the dd day of Dec 1844. 
W. N. Buck, Justice of the Peace. 



SkUemaU of Cath received from Visitors during the year ending 

Zlst October^ 1844. 
Balance on hand Slst October, 1843, $97 33: 

This amount received from 31st Oct, 1843, to 17th No- 
vember, 1844, 190 65 



$287 98 
Paid M. Harrison salary as Chaplain for qr. end- 
ing 11th Dec. 1843, $25 00 
<• A. M. Fitch do 11th March, 1844, 25 00 
" do do 11th June, " 
** do do 11th Sept., •* 
" For sundries for sick. 
This amount in hands of John Kane, late Ass't 
Keeper, 
«* " Charged Agent 17th Nov., 1844, 



25 00 




35 00 




12 53 




7 63 




63 56 






$183 7i 



Balance on hand 17th Nov., 1844, . $104 36 

SU^e Prisout Jackson, UOth iVbt., 1844. 



October 31, 1844. 



Id. 



Unexpired tiine. 



7 months and 18 days. 
5 y'rs, 9 mo's and 8 days. 



)44. 
i 



6 y'rs, 7 mo's and 23 days. 
9 years and 20 days. 



2 years and 27 days. 

Uncertain. 

9 months and 2 days. 



Died May 9, 1844. 
Escaped May 18, 1844. 



Died July 23, 1844. 
Died Aug. 22, 1844. 



Died Oct. 3, 1844. 
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Physician's Report. 

To the In»pectars of the Btate Prison at Jaekton: 

The undersigned respectfully subnaits the following report of the 
medical department of said Prison, for the year ending Oct. 81st» 
18449 during which time there has been an unusual number of the 
convicts confined by sickness, particularly during the winter and 
spring months. 

The principal diseases have been congestions of the lunge, and 
neuralgic affections of the head ; and in the course of the summer 
and autumn, there has occurred a great many cases of low intermit* 
t^it fever, accompanied more or less with congestion of the lungii 
liver and brain. 

Four deaths have taken place among the convicts during the year 
aforesaid, and from the following causes, viz : Atrophy of the heart 
one; consumption one ; congestion of the lungs one ; and congestion 
of the brain one. 

The health of the convicts at the present time, is good. 

Much inconvenience is suffered by the Physician as well as con- 
victs, on account of there being no separate hospital room for the 
sick. 

When a convict is confined by sickness to his berth, it is necessa- 
ry, in order to give him proper attention, 1o' remove him to the alley 
at the lower end of the block of cells, when he is exposed to every 
current of air, and to the dust arising from sweeping the cells and 
alleys, although every thing is done by the keepers, consistent with 
their duties, to render the sick as comfortable as possible. 
All which is respectfully submitted, 

By your ob't serv't, 

S. D. DAVIS, 
Prison Phif^eitaik. 

8kUe Prison, Wth Nov., 1844. 
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ANNUAL REPORT of the Board of State AwditOTS* 

To. the JJamorable the Legislature 4fth9 Siateof Mithigan r 

In oWdlence to the requirements of the act of February 20th, 1843, 
the Board of State Auditors submit the following report of their pro- 
ceedings^ during the past year. 

The first claim presented to the Board since the date of its last re- 
port was that of WilHam R. Thompson. ' 

Mr. Thompson claimed to be allowed for discount paid by him, a» 
Actitig Commissfoner, upon funds received by the State and paid out 
opon the sisveml works of Internal Improvement, and for loss of "Cal- 
liottn Ootinty'* money received by him from the treasury. His claim 
also -enrtbraded an acc6unt for hife expenses to and from the city pf 
*Wtahin^on,on business of the State. It was made to appear upon ex- 
amination of the claim and the evidence produced in its support, that 
while acting as Commissioner. M'. Thompson paid out in drafts, poft 
Dbtes atid par funds, the sum of 6ne hundred and ninety -eight thou- 
sand, five hundred and seventy two dollars and seventy-six cents. 
'That he disbursed upon the Clinton and Kalamazoo canal, and to con- 
tractors upon the Central Rail Road and other works, fifty-eight thou- 
sand five hundred and seventy-three dollars and twenty-six events 
of the same at par. Forty thousand dollars were paid out at a dis- 
count of two and a third per cent, androne hundred thousand dollars, 
in drafts and post notes at a discount of three and a half per cenr. 

Upon a consideratToh of these facts ft Was decided that the'claimant 
'^hoirid be attowed upon the f 40,000, 2J per cent— Sd33 83^ andup- 
mi the ^100,000, '8 J per cent-^S,500 00. An allowance was also 
made to Mr. Tlitonip^on upon fhirty-fivfe hundred dollars, oC *<Calhoun 
County'* money, shown to have been received by hhn'ftbm the Stale 
at par, and to have depreciated oii hi^ bands' tit least fifty per cent, 
' of fifty* per cent on that amount, and for his expenses lo andt from 

Washington he received an allowance of two hundred and fifty dol- 

1 
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lars, making in tiie aggregate, six thousand, four hundred and thirty- 
three dollars and thirty-three cents. 

The Board had no precise data to govern them in arriving at the 
foregoing conclusions on account of the loose manner in which the 
claimant kept his accounts, but the above allowance was fixed upon 

after a mature and careful consideration of the claim and eyideoce, 
• ' ' ' .' ' ' ' J, ' ' » * • 

aijd wbnt appeared just and eqaifable Jn the premises. 

At a subsequ^t day Mr. Thompson presented n claim lor an over- 
charge of monies against him as Commissioner of Internal Impipolve- 
ment. 

It appeared to the Board, upon an examination of . this claim, that 
an award was made to John Gilbert, for damages arising from the 
construction of the Central Railroad, amounting to tw» hundred and 
fifly-two dollars and thirty-nine cents. 

]Jpon this award the Auditor General drew his warrant. , In tl^ 
body of the warrant the sum of one thousand dollars was writ|eii. ool 
in words, while upon the faint lines, the true sum of tv^o huQdred 
and fifty -two dollars and thirty-nine cents^was^ written iB,^gwejt. 
This warrant was received by Mr. Thompson ^md paid to the agei9t 
of Gilbert as being only for the sum la^t mentioned, a^i^d, ^^ ^^ 
was charged to Mr. Thompson at*the time of drawing the -^arrani^ 
When however, the same was paid, or soon after, the balance of tb|B 
one thousand dollars was charged to Mr. Thompson. 

Under this state of facts the Board decided to allow the sum.qf se.ven 
hundred and forty-seven dollars and sixty-one cents^ that being, the 
amount of this overcharge. 

A certificate was thereupon drawn in favor of Mr. Tbonopspn for 
four hundred and forty-four dollars, the balance due him afler de- 
ducting the amount charged against him on the books. of jthe Auditor 
General's office from the aggregate of both prior awards. j 

Since the last annual report of the Board, the follc^ing ctatms for 
damages arising from the cc^ntruction of the several wofks'of Jnteti- 
nal Implement, have been presented ^nd the following alkiwaiiefis 
hi^ve bee^ madet : . < ' 

QntM Centrul Rail Road, 

' To Z. B.'Nichols^ ^IM 00 

W. H. Harwood, 30 00 
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John Starkweather, 

D. W* Wetmore, 

O. Campbell y 

A. Clark. 

Heirs ofJRobert Dunlap, deceased, 

Eunice BJackmant 

Almon Harris, 

J. A. Horner, 

Peter Burdan, 

Benjamin Col ton, 

D. F. Dwi^ht, 

C. W. Millard, 

W. Steers, 

A. McFarran, 

Henry Brevort, 

On Southern Rail Road, 
ToW. Chapin, 

J.'^ordwell; ' 

S. A: Welles, 

W. Green, 

P'Pailmg, 

Abnei- Marsh, 

David Green, 

Hiram Decker, ' 

June & McN"eiI, 

John & Samuel Gilmore, 

C.'Bradish,' 

-^Davenport; ' 

Enoch Ward, 

Cyrus Hovey, ' / . • 

^/h. Hatch, '' ^ "• 

J.McCoHum, "'^ •■' 

J. McColltim, • - 

Stephen M. Worts, 

Royal W. Baker; 

fhi the €Unt6n^ Kalamazoo 'Canal 

Porter Kibber, assignee of Daniel Thurston, 



[No. «. 



78 00 


111 88 


75 00 


90^00. 


400.00 


1,000 XK»* 


66 4» 


113 0Q 


113 60 


113 60 


n op, 


360 91 


70.00 


118 00 


. 84, 00, 


♦88^ 75 


61 38 


41 00 


61 33 


74 00 


75 82 


91 12 


71 5^ 


9S 12 


239 50 


67 50 


100 h6 


144 00 


77 08 


130 00 


68 00' 


' 30 00 


110 00 

1 1 


50 00 


* 


•1«B 0» 


780 00 
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On the Northern Rail Road, • 
To B. L. Skiff, $40 00 

• At a meeting of the Board of State AuditorS| held at the office of 
thd State Treasurer, on the 11th day of December, 1844, fo^ the pur- 
pose of a settlement, pursuant to law, with Dlgby V. Bell, Commis- 
jJitmerdf the Land Office, there were present, Robert P. Eldredge, 
Secretary of State, John J. Adam, State Treasurer, Elon Farns- 
worrti, 'Attorney General. 

Upon an examination of the abstracts of the books of the said 
Commfesioner, together with the abstract returns of the Recorder of 
the Land Office, and a comparison of them with the books of the 
Statb Treasurer, so far as payments to the Treasury had been made,' 
it Wds found, that said Commissioner bad paid over the several 
amouhts passed to the credit of the several funds, or accounts, kept 
oh the books of his office, with the exception of sik hundred and 
seventy dollars and slxfy-fTve cents, which remain in his hands. The 
Board have audited and allowed his expense account for the prast 

I 

year, amounting to the sum of nine hundred and seventy->one doU 
lars and ninty-five cents, as per vouchers on file. 

On the 13th day of December inst., there were present the sanM 
members of said Board, at the office of Commissioner of Int. Imp't; and 
upop an examination of the books of the Auditor General ^ and of the 
Comnjissioner of Internal Improvement, there was found a balanoe 
in the, hands of Oliver C. Comstock, Jr., Commissioner of Internal 
{approvement unaccounted for, to the Auditor General, on the 30tli 
(lay pf November, 1844, of two thousand nine hundred and thirty «• 
six dollars and seventy-four cents ; and upon a settlement with /said 
Corpmissioner, the above balance was accounted for, to the Board, by 
an exhibit of vouchers in his office, and money on hand. 

December 18, 1^44. Upon an examination of the books of the 

* ' ' ' '• 

.Auditor General, and the returns of Joseph H. Cleveland, Superin- 

texi^ent of the Southern Railroad, exhibiting the receipts and expen- 
ditures, upon the said road, during the last fiscal y^tar, it was found, 
that^id Superintendent had fully accounted for all the money xer 
reived by him oq said rpad during the past year, and that his expen- 
ditures .fipdn the same, as per bis vouchers, exceeded his receiptSy 
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fifteen dollars and seventy-four cents, including thirty-eight cents 
overpaid by him at the close of the previous fiscal year. 

R. P. ELDREDGE, Sec'y of State, 
JOHN J. ADAM, State Treasurer, 
E. FARNSWORTH, Attorney General, 

Board of State Auditors, 

At a meeting of the Board for the purpose of a settlement with the 
State Treasurer, present, R. P. Eldredge, Secretary of State, Elon 
Parnsworth, Attorney General, and Charles G. Hammond, Auditor 
General. Upon an examination'of the Books of the Auditor General 
and State Treasurer, there was found, aAer cancelling the vouchers 
which had been paid during the last fiscal year, a balance remaining 
in the hands of John J. Adam, State Treasurer, of thirty-six thousand 
four hundred and twenty-four dollars and ninety-seven cents, which 
was exhibited to the Board by said Treasurer, and by the Board ex- 
amined, counted and found correct. 

R. P. ELDREDGE, Sec. of State. 
E. FARNSWORTH, Att'y. General 
C. G. HAMMOND, Auditor General 
Board to settle with the Suue Treasurer. 
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ANNUAL REPORT of the Trustees of the Michigan 

State Bank and other assets* 

Detroit^ December 10, 1844. 
To his Excellency, Gov, Barry : 

Sib : — The trustees of the Michigan State Bank and other a886(s« 
respectfully report : That during the fiscal year just closed, the re- 
maining assets assigned to the State by the Morris Canal and Bank- 
ing Company, have^ been sold at auction in the city of New York, 
and the nett proceeds, of the sale, $2,880 50-190 received into the 
Treasury. This coarse was decided upon af^er being fully advised 
of the worthlessness of the securities in the hands of the State, from 
a conviction of our duty to those holders of our State bonds not yet 
settled with, to realize any amount, however small^ that might by 
possibility be obtained, which, under present enactments, enures to 
their benefit ; increasing by so much the amount due by the State 
on the bonds held by them. 

All the lands, the title to which, appeared perfect derived from the 
Michigan State Bank or otherwise, remaining unsold in the hands of 
the trustees, were appraised and placed in the Land Office, fn 
March and April, and by the Commissioner advertised for sale on 
the 6th of June last. But the pending controversy between the State 
and Michigan State Bank, being pursued by Messrs. Joy & Porter, 
attornies for the Bank, by filing a new bill in the Court of Chancery, 
praying an injunction to prevent the sale by the Commissioner, it 
was thought for the interest of the State, to adfourn the sale by stiptJH 
lation until after the sitting of the Supreme Court at Kalamazoo, in 
the hope that its decision would then be conclusive as to the rights 
of the parties. Disappointed in that hope, an answer has been 
filed to their new bill, and no necessary efibrt has been spared to ex- 
pedite proceedings so that the Supreme Court may finally pass upon 

the subject early in January next. 

1 
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Until this decision is had, that portion of these assets in the actual 
custody of the Trustees must remain unavailable. 

That portion of the assets reported last year as retained by Mr. 
Piatt, late Attorney General, have not yet been surrendered ; repea^ 
ted efibrts have been made by the present Attorney General on be- 
half of the Trustees, to effect an arrangement for their surrender, 
and an adjudication of Mr. Piatt's claim. A plan was proposed to 
which Mr. Piatt expressed his willingness to assent, but for the inter- 
position of the Attornies for the Bank, forbidding their surrender un- 
der the pretence that they regard Mr. Piatt as Trustee, and accounta- 
ble for them to the Bank. 

This portion of the assets must therefore await the decision of the 
Supreme Court. 

The duties imposed upon the Trustees by the law have been em- 
barrassing and difficult from the first, and much farther progress 
seems impossible, while this controversy is pending, as prudence for- 
bids the sale of land&at such prices as would be likely to be obtained 
while there exists a doubt of the validity of our title. 

In every view that can be taken, a settlement of the questions at 
issue between the State and the Bank is important, and we have omit- 
ted no effort which commended itself to our judgment to secure this 
object. 

Some few sales of land previously contracted by the Trustees have 
this year been consummated, and some securities obtained, such items 
of which as are represented by a cash account are hereunto annexed. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

C. G. HAMMOND, 

Auditor General, 
R. P. ELDREDGE, 1 «, , 

Sec'y of 8tate. > Trustees. 

JOHN J. ADAM, 
State Treasurer, 
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Trustees Michigan State Bank Assets 

1843. DR. 

Dec. 8. To bal&nco from old account per account ren* 

1844.] dered to Executive, $28 17 

July 1 . To this amount received of John Watson in state 

warrants, in part payment of Hale mortgage, 819 04 
10. To amount from E. B. Spence,r in part pay of 

land, 58 50 

Oct. 80. To Marvin Allen in full payment for N. W. fri. 
qr., sec. 3, T. 6 south, 8 east, 146 17-lOOth 
acres, to which Mr. Allen had a previous 
tax title, ' 184 71 

To excess of interest on warrants rec'd of Allen, 74 

Nov. 15. To warrants received of Junius H. Hatch, for 
an undivided half of lot of land owned jointly 
by Hatch and State, t 148 63 

26. To warrants received of D. Whitman, Jr., first 

payment on land in St. Clair county, 84 20 

To amount of John Watson, in part payment of 

Hale mortgage, 814 31 

To amount of Porter Kibbee, interest on Macomb 
mill purchase, 287 50 



►. 



•2,370 80 

'■' '■ = 



1844. 

Not. so. To balance from old aee't brought down, $492 61 



Joint Doc] 5 [No. 10. 
in account with State of Michigan, 

1844. CR. No. Voucher. 

January. By amount paid clerk Washtenaw Co., 70 $14 71 

By amount paid taxes, State treasurer, 71 5 02 

By amount paid clerk Jackson Co., .72 6 02 
By printing bill in suit in Chancery, vs. 

State Bank, 7a 16 38 

By taxes paid in Jackson county, 74 89 84 

By M. B. Smith, register's fees, 75 1 00 

By A. Dalby, do ^ do 76 2 39 

By taxes paid state treasurer, 77 132 28 

By registers Saginaw and Genesee Cos., 78 1 75 

March 8. By taxes on Pontiac village property, 79 16 09 

By register Oakland coqnty, 80 50 

April 16. By E. N. Wilcox, services, 81 8 00 

May l!\>. By C. 6. Hammond, expenses, 82 4 00 

By H. V. Mann, examining titles, 83 2 00 

By E. C. Bancroft, clerk St. Clair Co., 84 4 00 

By register of Ionia county, 85 2 01 

By Raney <& Wells, printing, 86 1 00 

By register Berrien county, 87 88 

By cl^rk of Wayne circuit, 88 7 14 

June 28. By Van Dyke ^ Harrington, 89 40 00 

By taxes paid state treasurer, 90 & 91 155 89 

Aug^t 19. By bill of costs, clerk Wayne circuit, 92 157 30 

Oct. 30. By taxes paid state treasurer, 93 ds 94 167 64 

Nov'r 30. By Geo. Woodruff, professional services, 95 13 54 

By Miller & Eggleston, quit claim of tax 

title, and recording deed, 96 21 00 

By D. Wallingford, witness fees, 97 9 00 

By amount paid state treasurer, 1,051 81 

By balance carried to new account, 492 61 

#2,870 80 



C. O. HAMMOND, AudUor General. 



r^ 



-w W ' 



•»■.- • 



f.v 



I. 

.4 
f. 

P 



6*«- 



r^ 



JoiNf Doc. } 5 LsOISLATUftI, 

No. 11. 5 I 1846. 



# 



Secbetart op State's Office, 
January Sly 1845. 

To the Honorahle the President of the Senate : 

StBLi-l have the honor herewith to transmit to the legislature an ab- 
stract of the returns of the superintendents of the poor of the several 
counties of the State, so far as they have been received at this ofEce. 

I am Sir, very respectfully, 

R. P. ELDREDGE, 
Secretary of Stale. 
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1,000 00 


115 37 












50 00 












544 86 


60 00 


7 






36 00 


98 318 27 












159 62 












96 21 
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483 82 












W 1,132 90 
395 46 
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180 


1,500 00 


750 00 
1,460 04 
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134 


5,000 00 
3,000 00 





500 00 


26 


3 
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3,000 00 


907 01 
303 61 


125 00 
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3,000 00 


688 74 
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Special Message from the Governor. 

Executive Office, / 
Detroit, March 6, 1845. J 

To the Senate and House of Representatives : 

The Michigan State Bank failed in 1839, owing to the state at the 
time of its failure about $535,000, mostly for money deposited in its 
vaults. 

In May, 1840, B. P. Hastings, Auditor General, Robert Smart, 
State Treasurer, and Thomas Rowland, Secretary of State, acting af 
Commissioners under *< an act authorizing the Auditor Genera), tiie 
State Treasurer, and the Secretary of State, for the tome being, to 
settle with the Michigan State Bank/' approved February 1, 1840^ 
and *^nn act in relation to the Michigan State Bank/' .ftppr«)yed 
March 28th, 1840, received from the Bank for the use df the.Sta^ 
<<an assignment of claims and property, amounting i^iomaliy/ ta 
•633,567 08,'^ and discharged the Bank from its ladebtednesa^lq iki 
State." See House Documents for 1841, page 107-8-9 and 10. • ^ 

The assets assigned were so worthless, that with the heat manage 
ment and without drawback, the State would have realized frenvtheip 
but a small portion of its claim upon the Bank---the balanee of thH 
claim being a total loss. 

The Commissioners above named, without any aathority ;of blw, 
further stipulated that the State should pay certain debta QttkeBmif^ 
and of individuals. The Legulature, by ** an act to pn^ide for tiie 
collection of certain assets, transferred to the Stalie, and feu* other pur- 
poses,'' approved February 27, 1843, confiritied the fvoteaikagB «f 
the Commissioners, except so much thereof ^<as purports to bind tlie 
State for the payment or advances of money, whether forliie p«9^ 
poee of discharging incumbrances, paying costs, or for any other 
purpcse whatever, Which portions on the part of tb^ State were ei£^ 
l^ressly rejected .'^ See Session Laws of 1842| page 111. « 

1 



Joint Doc] 2 [No. 13. 

The supreme court have decided that the legislature, by the act nam- 

edy have confirmed all the proceedings of the commissioners, and that 

the provision of the act which purports to reject that part of the a- 

grceinent requiring the payment or advancement of money by the 

state is void. 

The supreme court have also decided that by the failure of the state 
to indemnify the Bank on a certain bond and mortgage given by the 
Bank, the assets assigned to the state have reverted to the bank, and 
have ordered the state officers, in whose possession the assets are pla- 
ced by law, to deliver over the same to the trustees to be appointed by 
the court 

Though the assets are declared to have reverted to the bank the 
^ourt have directed the trustees, after paymg to the bank from their 
proceeds 910,743»90» that being the amount it has been damni£ed, to 
Miver over the residue, if any, to the state. 

The Attorney General is of opinion that a further hearing cannot 
be obtained in any other tribunal: 

The charter of the bank was repealed by an act approved Februa- 
ry 16, 1643. 

The orighial bill of complaint, on which the above decree was fpunr 
Ml, was first filed by the bank in the court of chancery, and the 
ehaoGellor dismissed the same for want of jurisdiction. The supreme 
court, to which the cause ^-as carri«Kl by appeal, overruling , the de* 
•isionof the chancellor, took jurisdiction of the case and granted the 
relief sought by the bank from the state, of which the purpoi t is sta* 
ted above. 

The exact value of the assets subject to the decree of the court ean 
aet ikow be stated, but it is the opinion of the state officers in whose 
possession they now are, that if sold'at once to the highest bidder for 
money, the sum obtained would scarcely exceed the amount adjudged 
to the bank ; and yet with good management, if payment r/as receiv- 
ed in evidence of state indebtedness, twice, and perhaps thrice that 
•mn might be realised. 

' The.court propose to appoint the State officers, now trustees for the 
fitate, to be trustees for the bank ; not, however, in their capacity ai 
State officers, but as individuals who, from their knowledge of the 
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property in question, can tettcAr execute the decree of the court than 
others not possessing that knowledge. 

The acceptance or rejection of the trust by the State oiBcers pre- 
sents a question that may be in some degree embarrassing ; for if it 
be accepted its execution may require of them acts that indi?iduall/ 
and collectively they may think conflict with their duties designated 
by law ; and if it be rejected the whole fund in other hands will prob- 
ably be absorbed in liqufdating the claim of the bank, leaving no rea- 
fdue for the State. 

The attorneys of the bank, it is understood, are willing to acoepC 
an appropriation from the general fund for the amount mentioned 
above, payable with interest in four equal annual payments as aifttU 
satisfaction of the decree in favor of the bank against the State. 

The direction of the Legislature is respectfully requested. 

JNO. S. BARRT. 
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Communication from the Board of State Auditors. 

Board of State Auditors, 
DeiroU, March S, 1845, 

y?$ iM Senate and House of Representatives : 

^ Ufider the joint resolution relative to a settlement with William 
Ford & Son, approved Feb. 9, 1842, the board of state auditors made 
i^veiral attempts to effect a settlement with said Ford and Son, in re- 
ttftion to the amount due on certain State bonds sold to them, bat the 
negotiation for that purpose entirely failed, so far as Ford and Son 
were concerned. 

' After negotiations with said Ford ^ Son were abandoned, several 
^ropositiaDs for a settlement of the matter on the part of the othqr 
signers of the above bond were submitted^ which however, with on jb 
exception, were all rejected, both for want of power on the part of the 
Boaid under the resolution, to settle with others than Ford & Son 
yieraselves, because even if such power had been conferred upon the 
Boflfrd^ the propositions were not deemed such as they would have 
ieii authorized to accept* 

In regard to the last proposition of the kind submitted and the only 
tBftidsefkied worthy of consideration, (although even that was far .from 
eAftring any adequate equivalent for the amount justly due,) the Board 
agreed that the matter should be laid before the Legislature for their 
iieiMn in the premises. A memorandum of the conditional agree- 
ment made at the time for the purpose of being submitted to the pres- 
ettliLiegislalure* is accordingly herewith transmitted to the Senate at 
tke. ^request of those of the parties to the board by whom or in whose 
Mialf the proposition is made. 
t r Respectfully 1 1 have the honor 

. ■ ' to be your obedient servant, 

R. P. ELDRIDGE, 
Chairman Board of State Auditors. 
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(copy.) 

Memorandum of an agreement made this seventeenth day of April, 
1844, between the Board of State Auditoos of the State of Michigan 
of the one part, and Henry B. Lathrop, for himself and such others 
of the sureties of William Ford and Son, as shall contribute their just 
proportion of the amount hereby agreed to be paid of the other part 

Whereas y The authority given to the Board by a resolution of the 
ninth of April, A. D. 1842, relative to a settlement with William 
Ford and Son, is not deemed sufficient to authorize a surrender of the 
bond given by said Ford and others, for the purchase of certain stat'b 
bonds dated June twenty-fifth, A. D. 1839, but believing it is for the 
interest of the state to compromise and settle said bond: upon the pay- 
ment of four thousand dollars^ by the sureties of said Ford ; the said 
parties have agreed as follows, subject however, to the satisbetion aad 
approval of the legislature : 

The said Henry B. Lathrop, one of the signers of said bondy d^th 
hereby covenant and agree to pay to the state of Michigan the sum 
of four thousand dollars, and interest thereon at sev^i per cent 
per annum, from the first day of May next, payable as follows^ 
viz : One thousand dollars and the interest thereon in one year from 
^e first day of May next ; one thousand dollars and the interest there- 
on in two years from the first day of May next ; one thousand dol^ 
lars and the interest thereon, in three years from the first day of May 
next ; and one thousand dollars and the interest thereon, in four ye4rs 
from the first day of May next. 

To be paid in the acknowledged liabilities of the state,er kH&h bA amf 
foe acknowledged previous to the time when the repeeetive pesyamniM 
become due or in cash at the option of said Lathrop : Provide dm 
the Legislature of the State shall, at their next session^ sanction and 
approve of the terms of this agreement. 

And U the said Lathrop, do further covenant, that I will, lAUtt 
thirty days after the passage of such act, secure the payment of safd 
sum, of four thousand dollars and interest as aforesaid, by ifibrtgii^e 
upon unencumbered improved real estate, to the satisfaction of the 
Board of State Auditors. And upon such approval by the- Legisla- 
ture, and security being given, as aforesaid, the State to asrign aaid 
bond to the said Lathrop, for his own benefit, and the benefit of such 
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of the sureties as aforesaid, as shall contribute their just proportiMi 
of the amount hereby agreed to be paid. If the Legislature shall 
not pass an act at their nexX session, ratifying the terms hereof, this 
agreement to be void and of no force or effect. 

R. P. BLDREDGE, ) |,^_ , ^ 

JOHN J. ADAM, y €i,fr^\M 
E. FARNS WORTH, ) SiaU Auditors. 

H. B. LATHROP. 
DnaoiT, April 18, 1844. 

N. B. It is understood that the State is to retain a certain draft of 
about #5,000, drawn by B. S. Redfield, cashier, and claimed by the 
obligors that it should be endorsed on said bond with the right to col- 
lect the same for the use of the state if it shall be collectable. 
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l^epori of Joint' Committee on the subject of certaitt 

• State Bohds. ' 

» ■ 

, ; Tbp j^lecjt porpriaitjee of the Senate, ftnd.tbe .commitleQ on tie ju- 
tiicjary of the HQ,U5^e* . acting jointly under the resolutions, of ^)9tt^ 
brt^^qb^ o£ tb&»LegisLat^re therefor^ and to wbom were severally rci,« 
ferred couies of , the memorial of certain European bond. holders, of 
b9nd5,of the Siate of Michigan, commonly palled •* Five Million Loan 
^^n^j^,", have .had,the,fameaiAder consideration, and agree to'tbe fol- 
IpvviBg r,^jpoji:t thereon : 

Tbe mempri^ of Dennison ds Co., representing the holders of 
$900,000 of Michigan bonds, presents what is 'termed a statement .oi 

« 

&ctS{ upon which a. claim is predicated for their payme^ in full. , 
^ Morrison, Sops^ Co< present ^ differed statement pf facts vpon 
wbi^ they also in^ti^ut^ a claim for payment ip full, of $S^62,000 

ipore i£^f Michigwi |)0k¥^^. , . , , 

In both, instances^ the memorialists express their convictipn^ thc^ 
tbe .failure of the State hitherto to recognize its indebtedness upon (be 
boi^^Sc in. q\:^)Stfoi)fh^s.. arisen ^^fron^ a misapprehension. of tbe facts 
ip, the.j premises," a^nd they further assunjie the position, that •*thosg 
f^cte do not appear ,eyer to have been fully presented either to tbe 
executive, the legislature, or the people of the. State. ^' The commiit- 
t^Q regard the position thus takea as somewhat extraordinary. To 
presijiTie (hat an. entire people could behold, their favorite works of 
internal improvement suddenly aiid fatally. arrested, by the failure of 
the.^af,tie8 contiacti;3g for our bonds ; — that they could behold their 
j)rGispeQts indiyiduAlly and collectively blighted, and nqeekly bow the 
neck to the -superadded burthen of taxation for an mdebtedness aU 
ready incqrred, the outlay of which was rendered worthless by that 
failure, without the keenest scrutiny^ and the minutest inve$tigatioD^ 
pi-e-^pppose^ ^ifher a stolid apa.thy, or a cjrim.inal indiSerence. 
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The committee have neither the leisure, nor the inclination to re- 
view in extenso^ the novel statements and doubtful positions permeat- 
ing the entire documents submitted to them. They have btill less the 
desire to deal in the apologetic language of ^'alledged misapprehen- 
sion," or the more uncourteous terms of a ^'designed misrepresen- 
tation." They may be permitted, however, without a wide depart- 
ure from the limits of a business report, to advert to a few out of the 
many inaccuracies embodied in the memorials. 

They allege, that <* by an act of a former legislature of Michi- 
giin," they are required to surrender up their bonds, &c., subject to 
the following condition : ''then further deducting an arbitrary sum of 
d5 per cent, on the par value of the entire loanJ^^ The act and joint 
resolution here referred to, were passed February 17, 1842, and to- 
gether provide that 'Uhe Auditor General and State Treasurer shall 
estimate the damages sustained by the State from the failure of the 
contracting party or parties with whom the said loan was negotiated, 
to pay the remaining unpaid instalments at 25 per cent, on the amount 
of said instalments. 

Again : The memorialists state as a fact, that in October, 1839, 
the' United States Bank of Pennsylvania, delivered to Messrs. Denni- 
son & Co., in trust, to secure the loan of £800,000, Michigan 6 per 
cts., #900,000, Pennsylvania 5 per cts., 92,662,000, and Mississippi 
5 per cts. 9880,000 ; and that in the conveyance of these stocks to 
them the said bank '' gives the absolute power of disposing of them 
*< by sale without reference to the bank, in case of default by thelat- 
^< ter, and in fact deprives that institution of all right or power of in- 
^^ terference with them, except aAer repayment Tof the whole loan 
** (nade on their security." 

< 

The report made to the stockholders of the late U, S. B&nk of Penn- 
jBylvapia, at their last annual meeting affirms that the bank has not 
yet consented to a sale of any of the Michigan bonds hypothecated 
m Europe, except as to the $272,000 pledged with Morrison, Sons, 
(kCo. — thus leaving 93*583,000, which the bank has not yet con- 
sented should be sold ; and yet the cestui que trusts of Dennison & 
Co., allege the bank to have given them full control over the Michi- 
gan bonds pledged from the first ! ! 

Again :lvi alluding to the proclamation directed to be issued by the 
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Gpyariior under the ifct of ld4^» above refeirred to, the memoriqilitts 
arer t^h^it the legislature thereby admit '^ that if the $tate had reasons 
"|br refusioip to pay any of its obligations in the haiicis of the ori* 
*'gioM holder, ^^,^P bound to j|;ive timely notice to the public not to 
** accept a transfer of them." 

fiy tb^t law the Governor was directed to issue a proclamatioBj^to 
bQi published in certain newspapers, requiring the bond holders to sur- 
repdeir up all boiods to be cancelled, for which no equivalent had been 
received by the state, and proposing new bonds for any amount that 
inight be due after the deduction provided by said act. This does 
not look like a notice not to transfer in the stock markets. 

Again : The memorial asserts thai the state has its claim upon the 
M. C. ^ Banking Co., &c., ** and the committee '' (of th6 bond- 
holders) *< perceive that she has acted upon this claim, as she recei- 
*< ved a small dividend from the first named company during the past 
** y^ar." This is a sheer mistake. In 1840 that company assigned 
certain aissets to the state as collateral security for what purported to 
be <iue frorn them upon the bonds ; but which assets being assigned 
in contemplation of insolvency* became almost wholly worthless, and 
wore disposed of by the present state officers under the condition of 
the assignment, solely for the benefit of the bondholders, as the avails 
of .said assets was so much added to the amount received by the state 
upon the bond. The state could not be benefitted by the transaction, 
but acted only for the bond holders. 

Again, the memorialists assume to charge upon the state, and the 
legislature enacting the law of 1843, *'To liquidate the public debt, 
dec, the design to create an invidious distinction between the bond- 
holders in the United States and in Europe, prejudicial to the latter. 
It is a foul aspersion. 

The legislature by that act recognized all the bonds sold to bona- 
fide purchasers, and paid for prior to the fraudulent transfer by M. 
C. and Banking Co. to the IT. S. Bank of Pennsylvania, of the bonds 
for the whole balance of the loan, amounting to 1^3,813,000 ; and 
they recognized them by numbers, so as to distinguish them from the 
latter,. without any reference to the present holders, or where they 
might happen to reside. They knew at the time that they were in-^ 
eluding $50,000 held by John Wilson, of London ; and also, $42, 



f 



Joint Doc] 4 {l*tf.'l:5. 

000 hypothecated b);, and then or^formerry 'belonging to '^he ETtiite^d 
States Bank pf Pennsylvania. 'But if* the majority oF those botfd' 
holders happened to reside in the ITnited States, it^ was unf^uestidria- 
bly owing lathe facf that those bonds were first thrown inlb thcJ Amer- 
ican stock market. 

The committees have not leisure to pursue the discrepancies appa- 
rent in the memorial. They subniit whether enotigh 'h^s not a!rea- 
dy been shewn, to justify a further suspicion as to the accaracy of 
other state;3nents therein, the evidence of which is hot accessible to 
them. The committee however, are desirous of meeting the ques- 
tion fairly, and they certainly have no disposition to shield the state 
from any liability justly incurred. 

The acts authorizing and regulating the $5,000,000 loan, with the 
action of Gov. Mason, under and by virtue of those laws, — the nego- 
tiation of $500,000 of that loan with O. Newberry, the* subsequent 
surrender of $300,000 of the bonds of tbe state by him— the next 
negotiation of $300,000 with Prime, Ward & King; with their ad- 
vance of $150,000 thereon, and their subsequent surrender of all the 
bonds, and the refunding to thetn, of the $150,000; the contract be- 
tween Gov. Mason. and the Morris Canal and Banlcihg (Company, otf 
the first of June. 1838, by whicb he employed ard coMitutei ^ them 
the agents of the state for' the sale of '$5,000,9()0 of the bonds otthe 
state — the irrevocable nature of that agency contract — ^the two ar»da 
half per cent commission stipulated, and the covenant by th6m toad-' 
Vance to the state annually $1,000,000. whether the bonds were sold 
or not; — the delivery of Sl?800,000 fo bonds tb said agents by the 
state, numbered, marked and clearly traceable — the bona fide sale 
prior to the fifteenth of November, 1838, by said agents, of $1,187,-' 
000 fqr cash duly accounted for to the slate, (together with $^200,000 
previously paid by 0. Newberry,) and the subsequent recognition of 
the same as a part of, the existing indebtedness of the state by the leg- 
islature in 1843, are matters too well understood by the public to need 
any farther comment. 

Any reference^ therefore, to that portion of the $5,000,000 loan 
now, must be as to a matter negotiated by competent authority, trans- 
acjed^by a. regularly constituted agency, the legal and eqiiitaWe rights 
of the parties not only vested but defined, and finally settled and 
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*cl(ysed tip, exempt as to the uitinrfate pttyment by the Sta/te of every 
dollar of principal and nccroing interest. • 

' Not so v/htk the negotiation and sub^eqo^nt tr&nsactbiM' in I'elation 
to thfe' bfaltihce of 'said loan. The confidential correspondence and 
blodet conitKiunioations between the U. 8. 'BflAk of Pennsylvania and 
its obsequious tender, (he Morriis Canal and Banking Con^paiiy, are 
locked UpTrotn the public eye, ni!id we can only judge of their tenor 
'by the result. That result we have in the correspondence between 
Gov. Mason and said company in Nov. 1838. Being a matter of 
record easily reached, the committee do not deem it necessary to 
transcribe therefrom. The proposition by the agents to sell to them- 
selves atid sakT bank th6 balance o^ said loan, and to transfer and de^ 
liver the bonds, was prefaced by the most gloomy forebodings as to 
the probable sale of the bonds in Europe, accompanied by artful quo- 
tations fr^om the stock markets, temporarily depressed, and yet k 
failed to induce Gov. Mason to advise and -consent thereto.. He re- 
minded thein of their agency obligations, and if they 8old« it must be 
ah their own responsibility.' • They took the responsibility* closed 
their agency, and t^nsfbrred the stock to themselves and the bank* 
fa'^ishing thereby, primsk facie evidence of fraud, it being a sale hj 
agents to themselves. 

r Gov.. Mason^in his lifetime, contended^ (and his veracity could not 
,bf questioijked,) that the bonds w.ere delivered with the full understand- 
ing, by the contracting parties, that those institutions were not to sell 
•those bond;^, only as a like sum^ deducting commissions and balances 
of interest, was advanced upon the instalments due the State. 
.. The M. C. and Banking Company terminated their agency and ef- 
fected.lbe above sale, Nov. 15, 1838 ; and yet even the security 
stipulated for by them, in behalf of the State on the delivery of the 
bonds, was not furnished until March 13, 1839. 
. How far the Morris Canal and Banking Company, under their sol- 
emn agency contract to act for the best interests of the State, were 
at. lil^erty to enter into a fraudulent or collusive arrangement with the 
0. S. 5}ank of Pennsylvania, is not now a matter of discussion. They 
Qe.rtainly did. present to the Governor and subsequent Legislature, the 
abernative of submitting to their proposition, or of having our inter- 
nal improvements arrested ; and if, after being thus overreached, the 
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State contincted to receive instalments as they were tendered, it was 
but clutching a fancied weapon to ward off impending ruin. 
. Under the transfer of 83,813,000 of bonds, as above stated^ the 
*State has realized from those institutions, after deducting c ommsr 
stons, and damages as fixed by the Legislature for the failure to com- 
ply with' their engagements^ about the sum of 4098,000, which amount 
-the State also stcknowled^es^ and is willing to allow- on the outst^d- 
iDg bondsL Those bonds are also, numbered, identiQed and have been 
traced. **Th9y were pledged by the U, S. Bank of Pennsylvania with 
various banking iiouses in Europe, for money which tliey bad pre- 
viously borrowed, or for advances then or afterwards obtained, to sus- 
tain their sinking credit The memorialists admit that the bonds they 
hold were thus pledged. '^ 

* It cannot be denied, whatever may be the ultimate decision as to 
our liability upon the bonds, included in the negotiation and sale of 
Nov. 15, 1836, that there is a wide distinction between that transact- 
ion and the prior sales. The IdUer were made by the lawful agents 
<»f the State with bona fide purchasers, both keeping faith* Theybr- 
mer is a transaction not between the State and the bond holders, but 
between other contracting parties, whose agreements bear the *^ear- 
marks" of fraud and collusion. 

No doubt can be entertained that, as between the State and the or- 
iginal contracting parties, the transactions attending the sale, as well 
as the failure to perform on the part of those institutions, could not 
only be set up as an equitable defence, but the resulting damages 
from such default could have been enforced. 

The committees are clearly of opinion that bonds and stocks issu- 
ed by a state, cannot be regarded as commercial paper, giving to the 
innocent holder before due, the right of recovery, without reference 
to the equities between the original parties ; but that the holder of 
such stocks at the time of his purchase is bound to ascertain the right 
to.ii^ue the same — the due legal execution, and the equitable terms, 
conditions and considerations attending the transfer and delivery by 
the state authority. The rule as to commercial paper, results in part, 
from the established and well defined usages in commercial dealings 
and the necessity of credit in matters of business before paper is dis- 
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honored, and also in part, from the existence of a fixed legal reittedy 
for (he enforcement of business engagements of that description. 

But the bonds and stocks of a state are based upon an entirely dif^ 
ftirent fboting. Ordinary business transactions do not liecessarily de* 
mand credit for them. Neither is there a legal remedy provided.-^ 
The judicial tribunals of a state are but the creatures of its sovereign* 
ty, and cannot sit in judgment upon its acts and. liabilities in th)BLtcai-» 
pacity. The Constitution of the union contains no delegation ofpow 
e^ infringing the right of the states in that regard, or for enforcing 
that clas6 of engagements. In the language ofthe memorial: ^''The 
** State of Michigan as a sovereign State is above the compulsfon of 
^< Judicial tribunals, and it is a necessary consequence of het sover*^ 
** efgn rank, that in deciding on the claims of individuals against her« 
** j^e acts as a judge in her own cause, and without appeal.'* Her 
bonds then, are but the pledge of her faith, the holder whereof bases 
his purchase upon other grounds than those of commercial dealings^ 
He relies not only upon the ability but the willingness of the State to 
fulfil its engagements. That failh will be kept inviolate when de- 
liberately extended, and rightfully obtained, whilst inceptive fruud in 
procuring the pledge, will ever vitiate the engagement at maturity. 

The committee are also strongly inclined to the opinion, that aside 
from the above considerations, the legal end equitable right of' the 
holders of such bonds or stocks by absolute purchase are widely dif« 
ferent from those of holders by pledge as collateral security. In the 
latter case it is manifestly the duty of the holder first to exhaust the 
main or principal assets, before he can resort to the securities. Have 
the memorialists done this ? Clearly not« The stock of the United 
States Bank of Pennsylvania is now quoted in the stock markets of 
New York and Philadelphia at 5} a 6 S-S, shewing a stock market 
affirmative value over all liabilities. 

Again : These stocks were pledged with a large amount of Mis- 
sissippi and Pennsylsania stocks ; why sell the latter stocks thus joint- 
ly hypothecated for what they may command in market, and then 
charge the whole deficiency upon Michigan stocks up to par value ? 
AVhy not sell Michigan bonds for what has been paid on them, and 
look (0 the other joint securities for any deficiency — especially tb 
tho^e of Pennsylvania for which the bank paid full value ? 
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OD^word as ta thecUim of Marri$oti, ^ons^ /& Cp. T^^^ settle^ a 
running stock, ac^omii wilh the U* S. Bant ^f Pennsylvania, and. 
took tMr portion of Micbigaa bonds Jan^ 9, 1843 j s)^owiiig>first, 
thttt thiBi previous. hypoth^ation did a(^ vest in tb^ th^ rights of a 
purohftser ; and seoo^yi (hat they received them,by,settlei:^ept af- 
ter the h^nk failed, and when. they .a>ust have, known that .thpi^. pay-; 
n^nt- Was CQntie^tecl by t^e j»tate. This ^ttles the questiojx as to.tbeir 
$2^62,0QQ, e^ceptii^a3 to their pro rata dividend from tjie.amount, 
apkiiQWledged to have been . received uud^rt^ie, $9^913,000 trj^nsfer 
,gtfNoven3g(ber 1^, ISae. . , . . ,. . , 

The ooncluaicxD then, to which yom comoaitt^earxive^ is this:. that 
the msiBoriali^s have la fact shewn no additional xea$on for the. al- 
Ipwance.of their claim. beyoad.th,e prp rata acknowled^nieiit of their 
bpi)(|s to the extent, of the actual receipts .by ^e .§tate jth^reon, J5rst 
d^dvpting thej^efrora the dai^ages defined. and clfMOied h^ the ^ct apd 
resolutiqo of February, XT, X842-^that the position, assumed by the 
l^gislatare in 1843,by the act *'to liquidate the public debt'^ &c. is not 
QDly just and equitablej but perfectly tenable ; that the state clainos 
no exep[iption from an equity jurisdiction on account of her Sovereign 
Ranky but simply and most rightfully insists, in adjudicating upon the 
claims of the memorialists, that the bond halder,$ hy pledge must abide 
tbe equities existing befweeo the state and. the original contracting 
parties. 

,A8 to the general correctness of the above views, the con^njittee 
bsbve no doubt. The hasty manner in which they are compelled to 
act,the press of other business,and the near approach of the legislative 
adjournment, must form .their apology, for the inconppleteness of the 
argutneut sustaining those views, and for the inartificial manner in 
which it is presented, HypocriticaJ remarks as to the form, and phra- 
seology, should have no terrors for the maz) who is conscious of a sub- 
staptia.l discharge of important trusts. 

The committee however, may be permitted, in conclusion to sub- 
ipita jfew remarks upon onetopic^ which is made an especial matter 
<^f con^plaint by the memorialists. That topic is the twenty-five per 
qeftt damOiges, upon the unpaid instalments claimed by the state.— r 
That; clairn is far from being excej^sive. It.rpust be aj^parent to eve- 
ry person conversapt with the facts^ that the temporary susip^na^on of 
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our interest, payments upon the five nillllon loan, is mainly charges* 
bleupon the failure of the bank to pay the successive iqstalments m 
maturity. Last year when the Central Railroad had been opened lit? 
tie more than half way across the state* apd in operation only four 
of the twelve iponths, and when the gross receipts or nett proceeds 
are but a moiety of what they would he if it were extended to Lake. 
Michigan, the annual report of the Bqard of Internal Improve- 
ment exhibits a revenue exceediiigsix per cent upoh over $2,000,000^ 
the entire cost to that point havipg been but abput $^,600,000.-— 
Suppose then that the state had been enabled, by the reception of those 
instalments, to complete the Central and Southern Railroads alone* 
It would then have occupied a proud position. Ample provis- 
ion would have been made for the interest upon the eptire indebted- 
ness of the state, find for the ultimate extingushment pf the principal. 

Instead thereof* we have a far different aspect p]aqed upqn ovir 
State affairs, by the failure of those institutions to comply with their 
contracts. Our internal improvements were arrested aQer a heavy'out* 
lay,but in so incomplete a^condition as to preclude revenue therefroo^ 
For want of resources, substantial injustice was inflicted upon deservt 
iog creditors of the State, both domestic and foreign. Qur State credit 
suflered by even an implied violation of its pledge of faith ; a^d with 
the inability to pay, came the charge of dishonor and the still mofe 
senseless allegations of base repudiation. 

Struggling for existence, amidst this accumulation of iqisfortuqe^ 
and i^ndsseryed censure, the State has, at vast sacrifices of propertyi 
otherwise unavaiable, been steadily but slowly extending her works* 
thereby adding to her resourpes, and presaging het ultimate ability to 
meet all her just engagements* But after making every efibrt to 
sustain herself, by an in^'reased inpoming revenue, should those ef- 
forts prove unavailing, and the question of direct taxation to meet the 
annqal deficiency* be submitted to the people, your committees be- 
lieve that one universal affirmative response would constitute the fUh 

awer. 

F. J. LITTLEJOHN, 

Chairman of Select Committee of the SeMi^^ 

W. NORMAN MACLEOD, 

Chaimm Jfudi^orp Committee j ff. qfX. 
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To his Excellency, John S. Barry, 

Governor of the State of Michigan : 

Sir : — Having read in the reports of your message to the Legisla- 
ture of Michigan, the observation that no communication bad been 
received from the holders of that part of the bonds of the State which 
were formerly pledged by the Bank of the United States against ad- 
vances made to it by parties in Europe, we beg to address you on 
the subject of that portion of the bonds in question, which are held by 
Messrs. Dennison, Haywood, Kennard & Co., of this city, as trus- 
tees, amounting to ^900,0000. We appeal to you on our own behalf, 
and on that of the numerous body who are interested with us in these 
bonds, and the g/eat majc rity of whom, from their depressed state, 
age, sex or poverty, of many among them are unable to unite in 
urging their claims upon the Legislature and people of a foreign 
State. Believing that the non-recognition of these bonds tmlj be at- 
tributed to misapprehensions as to the rights of the holders, which a 
plain statement of the facts of the case will remove, we are desirous 
of laying these before your Excellency, and we most earnestly and 
respectfully request your attention to a cause in which the honor of 
your State is involved. ^ 

By an act of a former Legislature of your Slate, the holders of the 
bonds in question, are required to surrender up the whole to the State, 
and to receive in lieu new bonds for the sum which the act de- 
clares to be due by the State to the Bank of the United States ; this 
sum being fixed by first deducting from the amount of the bonds held 
in Europe, the balances owing by the Bahk of the United States, and 
by the Morris C?»nal and Banking Company, under their engage- 
ments with the State, and then further deducting an arbitrary sum of 
25 per cent, on the par value of the entire loan, under the name of 
damages for non-fulfiflment of contract. By these deductions, the 
amount of debt recognized by the State, is reduced to a small part, 
(about one-fourth) of the amount of bonds held by Messrs. Dennison 
& Cp» in trust, and by the other parties similarly situated with them 
Qd^d evian this small proportion they are required to accept, not in 
cash, but in bonds of the same description as thqse surrendered. 
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But it appears clearly,, both from the message of the Qovernory on 
which this act was founded, find from the act itself, that It was enact- 
ed on the supposition that the holders of these bonds were in the same 
position as to their rights ngainst the State, as thpBank of the Uni*. 
ted States and ihe Morris Canal Company, aad were consequently 
liable, to have any sums which might be clainmble from those institu- 
tions by the State, deducted from the bonds in their possession ; and 
we are therefore confident, that when it shull clearly appear that this 
is not the ca$e« but that the parties holding these bonds are bona fide 
and independent hotders, in no way responsible for any debts or de- 
faults of those institutions, the State will not hesitate to recognize 
them, and will make the earliest provision for them, which the re** 
sources of the State will admit of. We desire, therefore, to &tate the. 
facts connected with the case, which do no: appear ever to have been 
fully presented eitlier to the executive, the legislature, or the people 
of your. State, and to request, that you will lay this, our statement 
before the legislature as soon as possible. 

In the raon^h of October, 1839, the Bank of the United States of 
Pennsylvania^ issued its bonds in London to the amount of £800,^ 
000 sterling, and delivered to Messrs. Dennison <Sc Co., in trust to se- 
cure the re-payment of the loan, the $900,000 of Michigan State 
bonds now held by them together with other stocks as follows i 

$2,662,000 Pennsylvania 5 per cts., 
. 900,000 Michigan 6 per cts., 

880,000. Mississippi 5 per cts. sterling. 

84,422,000 
The deed of trust by which these, stocks were aonveyed to them 

gives the absolute power of disposing of them by sale without refer* 

ence to the> bank in case of default by the latter, and in fact deprives 

that institution of all right or power of interference with them except 

after repayment of the whple loan made on their security. No part 

of this loan has been repaid — on the contrary, the principal has 

been incr^sied by a large amount of accumulated interest. Our ap- 

^UcatioQ^ to thQ' bank for re-payment have been unavailing, and, as 

your Exqellonqy i^ aware^ the condition of that institution is such, 

that it is altogether out of its power to make any provision for its 

boadi > Ibe holders of these must therefore rely altogether for re« 



TV 
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iaibarsement on the stocks assigned to the trustees, and as the value 
of the other stocks is so inadequate that when thej are sold there will 
certainly remain a deficiency much larger than the whole amount of 
the Michi^n State bonds, it is certain that the bank of the United 
States Will have no interest in the latter, and that Messrs. Dennison 
& Co., will have to account for them solely to the bond holders of 
the bank. 

The validity of the transfer of these bonda to Messrs. Dehiton db Co. 
in 1839, cannot be disput^nl either by the statb or any othdr party.*— 
On this point it would be sufficient for us to show that, whether the 
Bank Was at the time, the proprietor* of the bonds, or authorized to 
dispose of them or not. Messrs. Denison & Cd. at any rate received 
them from the bank without any notice from the state or knowledge 
of their own, that tohe had not the right so to dispose of them For 
the laWs both of the United States, and of our oWn country, fully re- 
dognizes the rights of an innocent holder of this kihd of property,tho' 
the party from whom ii has been received had no right to transfer It. 
Now certainly at the time when these bonds were delivered to Messrs. 
Denison &; Co. no notice had been given on the subjtetby ahy of the 
iKuthorities of ^ouf State, nor had anything been said or done from 
Which] we could infer that the bank was not the lawful possessor 
bf the bonds. At a much later period indeed, after the final failure 
of the bank of the United States, the Governor of Michigan w&s dir 
Irected by the Legislature, to issue a procilamafion respectinijl these 
bonds ; thus shewing the opinion of the legislature, that if the state 
had reasons for refusing to pay any of its obligations in the hands of 
the original holders^ it was bbiind to give timely notice to the public 
not to accept a transfer of thenh But this proclamation was issued ill 
consequence of the failure of the bank, and its default; towards the 
State, long after the delivery of the bonds to Messrs. Denison dc Ca 
and a notice, which given before the transfer of the bonds to them, 
would have prevented them from receiving thenij or given afterwards 
While the bank was still in existence, might have enabled them to re- 
cover for the bond holdiers of the bank^ the money which they had 
advanced On the faith of thi^ State bonds; came too late to be of any 
avail. 
But & statement of the facts wHl show that it i^ uaneeiiMary for oft 
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to recur for our protection to those principles of Iftw and justice 
which protect the lonocent holder of ohligations improperly obtained 
or disposed of by the original receiver; for it will appear that the bank 
of the United States was at the time of the delivery of the bonds to 
Messrs. Denison & Co. their true and actual proprietor,and of course 
at liberty to dispose of them to any other party by sale or otherwise. 
The original agreement for the sale of 95,000,000 Michigan bondi^ 
was made between the state and the Morris banal and Banking com*- 
pany on the 1st June 1838. According to this agreement the com- 
pany were to pay to the state thb sums stipulated for in ebVeral in- 
stalments; and the bonds Were to be delivered to them by instalments 
nlso, so that $1,000,000 should always be delivered to them in ad- 
vance of their payments, filit in the month of November following 
it was agreed between the state and thb Company that the former 
should sell to the latter at a certain price the whole issue of bonds 
and should forthwith deliver to theiri all the bonds not before deliver^ 
ed, and should accept the obligations of the Morris Canal and Bank* 
Ih^ Company and of the Bank of the United States, payable at sev- 
eral dates, in payment for the twlaiice of the purchase money with 
interest, the obligations of the Morris Canal and Banking Compa- 
ny betnj^ token for one fourth of the eum, and that of the Bank of 
the United States for the other three fourths : It is not necessary 
for us to defend the expediency of this sale, as our rights do inoi 
in any degree depend upon the question* yet we may remark that 
the reasons for it urged in the letter of the Vice President of the 
Morris Canal Company, dated November 10th« 1838, were founded 
fn fhct, and appear of considerable weight, and that part of the new 
|)ORtract which has resulted most disadvantageously for the State» the 
aceeptance of an obligation of the Bank of the United States in 
payment, probably at the time have been considered perfectly pru- 
dent in any city in the United States. 

Thh agreement was carried out by the delivery to the two compa- 
i^ee of the balance of the bonds, nor was any objection made by the 
legisiaUire, or by any other authority of the state, as would certainly 
have been the case* had the sale been considered fraudulent, illegal, 
or improper* But what proves moat clearly and conclusively that 
ike state recognised and adopted the sale and consequent delivery of 
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the bonds, is tfaat as the various iDstalmeDts due on the obligations of 
the. two companies matured, they were regularly received into the 
treasury, and applied as directed by the legislature. The ^ank of 
the U. States alone, paid on this account §1,838,687 50, (according 
to the statement furnished by their officers) and their last paymeot 
was made in July, 1841, a date long subsequent, not only to the de- 
livery of the bonds by the state to the bank, but to the delivery by 
the bank to Messrs. Denison & Co. of the $900,000 bonds, which 
they now hold. 

It appears therefore, that these bonds form part of a larger amount 
which were sold by the state to the Morris Canal and Banking Com- 
pany, and by that company transferred to the Bank of the United 
States, and which were paid for in the manner stipulated in the con- 
tract, viz : by the purchasers obligations given to the seller. The 
Bank of the United States had, of course, a full right to dispose of 
the property so purchased, by sale or in any other way; and the 
rights acquired by any third party under any sale or other mode of 
transfer from them could not be affected by any subsequent failure of 
the bank, to discharge the obligations it had given. So clear is this, 
ihat we conceive no question would have been raised as to the validi- 
ty of tbe bonds; if they had beeo received from the bank under an 
absolute sale, instead of a deed of trust for securing an advance of 
money. No doubt it is because the bonds have been considered as 
^atill the property of the Bank of the United States, that they have 
been regarded aseuligect to deductions on account of the debts of the 
bank to the state. But after the explanation we have given, shewing 
Ihat they were from the first, assigned to Messrs. Denisoti & Co., to 
be held, and when necessary sold for the benefit of individnalt in Eng- 
land, that these individuals paid to the bank at the time, a very large 
sum in consideration of Buch assignment, and that the sole of these 
bonds and all the other securities held by our trustees, will produce 
much less than the sums payable out of them. SVe feel the greatest 
confidence m assorting that our right to the full payment of these 
bonds, is as el6ar as under a sale, and would be so treated, were this 
a question between individuals in any court of the United States. 

We have stated the inability of the Bank of the United States to 
repay us, and the inadequacy of the securities held by our tnistees 
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for their reimbursement, not because these eircumstanees are essen- 
tial to the establishment of our right to the payment in full of the 
bonds by the State, but because they greatly increase the hardship 
which would result from the entire or partial repudiation of tbeee 
bonds, as the whole amount so repudiated would be a loss to the per* 
sons interested of money actually paid by them for the bonds. 

If it were just that the State should deduct any sums owing to her 
under the original contracts for the purchase of her bonds, from the 
present holders, we should submit that this deduction must be ma<k 
from all the bonds alike, and that the distinction between bonds held 
in the United States, and those held by Messrs. Denison & Company 
and other parties in Europe, cannot be maintained. The original 
contract be ween the State and the Morris Canal Company in June 
1638, was for the whole $5,000,000 of bonds, and under it the com* 
pany engaged not merely to sell the bonds and rernit*the proceeds to 
the State, as a simple agent, but to pay the whole price of the $5,- 
000,000 bonds by instalments at fixed periods, irrespective of the ac- 
tual sales. The payments, therefore, which the company made to 
the State in 1643, oannot justly be considered as payment in fbllfot 
the particular $1,862,000 bonds recognized by the aot of the Legis* 
lature in 1838, but were the stipulated instalments on account of the 
entire issue of bonds, and which were in fact all delivered to the com- 
pany during the year. Tl^e holders of those $1,302,00 gave to the 
Morris Canal Company a full consideration for them, but the Euro- 
pean holders al^p gave a foil consideration for their bonds to the Bank 
of the United States ; ai^d if holders of the State bonda af e to be hel^ 
liable for a fittlureof the compaaies who pontracted with the State 
for the entire issue, though that faikre occurred subsequently to the 
transfer of the bonds to them» the principle will apply to one class of 
bondholders as much aa to the other. But we shall not dwell upon 
tbis.part of the question, feeling confident in the right of all the bond- 
holders alike to payment in full ; and we see with pleasure the readi- 
ness with which the State has made a provision satisfactory to the 
parties concerned for that portion of her debt about which no doubts 
were entertained ; a proof that there will be equal willingness to pro- 
vide for the rest, as soon as it shall be proved to be equally binding 
on the State. 
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We submit to your ExceHency, that tho (acts which we have sta- 
ted establish our right to be recognized as bona fide and independent 
breditoni of the state for the amount of the bonds held by our trus- 
tees, according to the principles of law, which are acknowledged in 
tho United States, as well as in this and al} other European nations. 

The State of Michigan as a sovereign state, is aboye the compuU 
sion of judicial tribunals, and it is a necessary consequence of her 
sovereign rank that in deciding on the claims of individuals against 
her, she acts as a judge in her own cause, and without appeal. But 
we are sure that she will not on that accoMqt,in considering the claims 
we are pressntingt abridge the rights which even the strictness of law 
would admit, but would rather incline to a more liberal and extended 
view of them if tb^t were necessary, in favor of individuals who* in 

taking her bonds* relied solely upon the good faith of an American 
State. 

We have the honor to be sir, 

Yqqr most obedient servants, 

JOHN HUBBARD te CO., J. HUTCHINSON fe SON, 

JOSEPH SOMES, C. STOKES, AgH to H. P. LmBt, 

DAN'L H AIGHT, JONES, to YD, tt. Co., 

HARVEYS &r HUDSQNS, I^OUIS COHEN, 

RALPH RICARD, CH ARLEJS P . PE ARCE, 

PHILIP CAZENOR, p. W. THOMAS && SONS, 

JOSEPH LAWRENCE, PHILIP JOHN MILES, 

OVEREND GURNEY, k Co., R. RAPHAEL S^ SONS, 

70ST£;R tg. BRAITHWAIT, HERMAN SILLEM, 

ARTHUR BAILEY, JOSEPH WILSON, 

HUGH F. BAN DERM Alt, ALEXANDERS U Co. 

23 Thread Nbedlv Street, London, 
ZUi Ocldber^ 1844. 

To John J. Adam, Esq., State Treofprer, and G. O. Hommondf JSff., 

Auditor General, of the State of Michigan : 

GsNTitEMEN : — The documents respecting the bonds sold by the 
State of Michigan, in the year 1838, which were transmitted by you 
with a letter of the date of the 1st July laak, to the Hon. Edward Eve* 
rett, Minister of the United Stc^tes, in this country, baring been for- 
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warded by his Excellency and comn)unicated to, many of the parties 
interested, they have appointed a cpmraittee for the purpose of sencj- 
ing a reply to your; letter, which they request you will have the gooct- 
tiess to make I».nown to the Govcri^or, the Legislature, and the people 
of the State ot' Michigan. 

The committee beg to thank you for the transmission of these dqcu*- 
ments^ and for the offer contained in your letter of furnishing any 
further information which the holders of the bonds may require. 
. If the measures adopted by the Legislature in the acts, of vjrhich 
copies are now transmitted, were to be final, they would be most, op- 
pressive and unjust tp the bondholders. Not only would they be de- 
prived of three-fourths of the sum they justly claim, but the remain- 
ing fourth in the form of a bond of the State, would be much depre* 
elated in value, in consequence of the repudiation of so large a por- 
tion of the State's debt. But it is manifest that the real facts of the 
case cannot have been represented to the Legislature when tho^ 
acts were passed ; and the committee request permission to ^tate tbo 
grounds on which the bondholders rest their claim, to the full payr 
ment of the whole amonnt of the bonds. 

From the information the committee has now obtained^ and vrhich 
these documents confirm, they fmd that the pircumstances attending 
the is.sue of the bonds, were as follows : 

The bonds were all sold hy the ^tate of Michigan, in the year 
X838. 

"The first portions of them n^ere sold by the State, through the. agen- 
cy of the Morris Canal and Banking Company, under an agreement 
made in the month of June, 1838, and the remainder (by far ^he lar- 
gest portion) was sold by the State in the month of November, 1838, 
to that company and the United States Bank. 

Thia last mentioned sale was made on credit, and it was a special 
oondition of the contract for the sale that all the bonds should bede* 
Jivered immediately though the State was to receive payment for them 
only by instalments, the first of which of $250,000 was to be paid 
on the first of July^ 1839, and the remainder in like sums at inter- 
vals of each successive three months. The State was also to receive 
interest on the unpaid instaln^jents equivalent to that which would ae- 

3 
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erue upon the bonds. As a security for the payments of these instal- 
ments, the State was offered the obligation of the United States Bank 
for three-fourths of the several amounts, and of the Morris Canal and 
Banking Company, for the remaining fourth. As these two institu- 
tions were at that time in good ciedit, the State of Michigan agreed 
to the proposed terms and delivered the whole of the bonds according- 
ly. Several of the instalments were paid, but the Morris Canal and 
Banking Company failed in 1840, and the United States Bank, in 
1841 ; and a large amount, (about 82,000,000) of the sums due by 
those companies to the State of Michigan, remains unpaid. 

There appears to be no doubt or difference of interpretation respect- 
ing these facts. 

The bonds thbs delivered by Michigan were forwarded to Europ- 
by the United States Bank, which, in the latter end of 1889 and be- 
ginning of 1840, borrowed money upon the pledge of a large amount 
of stocks, of which $8,855,000 of these bonds form a part That 
bank failed to repay the loans and redeem the stocks so pledged, and 
it is as lenders of part of that money that the present holders became 
possessed of them. 

By this sale the State gave to the purchasers full right to re-sell 
the bonds or to dispose of them in any manner. The State had con- 
sented to look to the Morris Canal and Banking Company and the 
United States Bank« and them only, for payment of the bonds, and 
the State is clearly bound for the full amount of them to any parties 
who have given value for them to the United States Bank. 

The committee perceive by the acts of the Legislature now trans- 
fnittedy that the State claims a right to deduct a large sum from the 
amount she acknowledges to have received, on the plea of damages 
for the non-fulfilment of contrat. It is unnecessary to remark fur- 
ther upon this extraordinary claim than to say that on pretence what- 
ever can it be advanced against the present holders of the bonds, 
however it may be maintainable as a claim against the assets of the 
two banks. 

Another point also advanced by the State demands the notice of 
die committee. The State has assumed the right to make a distinc- 
tion between <^ part of the bonds, amounting to $1,387,000, for which 
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it acknowledges to have received payment io full, while she assets that 
she is liable for only a part of the remainder. It appears that the bonds 
thus acknowledged are almost entirely held by parties in the United 
States, and were among those first sold ; hut as all the bonds were 
equally sold by the State, and are no longer in the hands of the par- 
ties who are indebted to the State of Michigan, it is clear that upoH 
every principle of law and justice, she is responsible for all alike. 

The loss which has arisen is occasioned by the failur^ of the par- 
ties trusted by the State of Michigan. If the State had intended to 
retain a lien upon the banks until the whole of the instalments were 
paid, it was her bounden duty to have kept a control over their issue, 
but instead of doing so, she delivered them to the purchasers with full 
power to dispose of them as they might think proper, and it was one 
of the conditions of the contract of sale that she should do so. 

The bonds were signed by the proper authorities of the State) un- 
der the full sanction of the legislature. They contain the distinct 
pledge of the faith of the State for payment of principal and interest, 
and they were parted With upon terms which at the time were Con- 
sidered advantageous to the State. The public in Europd were then 
quite ignorant of the conditioiis on which the State had ^Id them, 
and were not at all aware that she had not received full pctyment fo)t 
them. Undeji^ these circumstances, the holders advanced their money, 
and it is obvious that they would not have done so if any reason had 
existed to doubt the full fight of the United States Bank to ple(%e 
them. 

The State has its clainl upon the assets of the Morris Canal and 
Banking Company and the United States Bank, for the balance which 
is due, and the committee perceive that she has acted upoi^ this claim, 
as she ^received a small dividend from the first named eompaoj di»* 
ring the past yean 

The committee feel that it cannot he necessary to say roolre in sup* 
port -of the claim of the bond-holders to the full amount of the bondsy 
and they conceive that the proceedings of the Lc^lature of Michi^ 
gan must have taken place under the impression that the State had 
not made aii acttial sale of the bonds. When that fact shall b^ 
brought under the notice of the Senate,and House of Representative^ 
the sense of what is justly due to the bond-holders as well as to the 
character of the State and people of Michigan, must induce a i^Vinoii 
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of the acts in question, and the adoption of measures to make siich 
J)rovision for the bonds as the means df the State allow. 

The committee therefore, on behalf of the bond-holders, urgently 
pfotiBst against the acts pasfied by the State Legislature in regard tof 
these bonds, and respectfully request a reconsideration of the claims 
of the bond-holders, Which, on every principle of laW and justice thejr 
consider to be perfect and incontrovertible. 
Br order oCthe committee. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen. 

Your most obedient servant, 

C. STOKES, 
iSccrciary to the Committee of Michigan Bond-hofders. 



London, 21th Aprils 1844. 
5rAc Honorable C. G, Hammondy 

Auditor General qf the State of Michigan : 

Sir — Mr. Ryan has stated to us, that before starting on his jour- 
ney to Europe, as Commissioner from the State of Illinois, he was 
requested by you to procure information as to the circumstances un- 
der which a large portion of Michigan State bonds are held in Eu- 
rope,, and particularly as to the suras which the holders had advanced 
upon them. , We have invited Mr. Ryan to make any inquiries re- 
specting thjat amount of bonds, which are held by ourselves, and have 
iiDswered with pleasure the questions which he has put to us. He 
has suggested that the most satiafoctory course will be for us to ad<^ 
dress a statement of the circumstances of our own case direct to your* 
self, .and we have therefbro requested him to take charge of this 
letter. 

We hold «262,€00 of the Michigan Statfe bonds, on which we 
have advanded £57,021 10s. 3d. sterling. The bonds were deposit- 
ted with us along with other securities, by thfe Bank of the United 
States of Pennsylvania, while that institution was in activity, and 
We were its agents in London ; and on the faith of such deposit, we 
advanced to th^ Bank, a sutti much larger than the amount above 
stated, but this sum was reduced by the reaiiization of the other secu- 
rities, ' iso' that upon our making a settlemetit of accounts with the 
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Bank on the 9th June, 1843, aAer crediting the Bank with the pro- 
ceeds of all these, there remained due to us this sum of £57,021 10s. 
8d. sterling, in satisfaction of which We were obliged to take the 
Michigan State bonds which we still hold. The amount of these 
bonds originally deposited with us was $^72,000. We sold $10,000 
before the 9th June last 

We are, Sir> very i^espectfully. 

Your obedient servants, 

MORRISON, SONS ^ CO* 



■^ 
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REPORT of the Joint Committee, appointed to visit 

the State Prison. 

The joint cammitteey appointed by virtue of a joint resolutiqo tor 
the purpose of ** visiting the State Prison at Jackson, and examiae 
into its condition and management, and report to the Legislatura as 
soon as convenient,^' having, according to order, had the subject un-* 
der consideration, have directed me to make the following report : 

Tbaty in the opinion of the committee, it was evidently the design 
of the Legislature, that the committee should immediately, and before 
the adjournment thereof, proceed to the discbarge of the duties as" 
signed them. Fhe very brief space of time allotted to the committee 
to make such investigation and prepare a report* would preclude the 
possibility of presenting to the present Legislature, which can have 
but a few more days of existence, any thing like a detailed report of 
the condition of the institution. 

This is much to be regretted, for the committee verily believe that 
the interests of the State at large, and of this institution in partioulan 
as well as justice to every individual connected with, or in aay wise 
interested in the management thereof, alike require the most patient 
and thorough investigation into every branch and department of the 
penitentiary* The committee have not felt themselves at liberty, in 
the present advanced and most important period of the session, to kh^ 
sent themselves from the halls of legislation beyoqd a period of tlii^e 
days, two of which were necessarily spent in going and returning 
from the village of Jackson, where the State Prison is located, anct 
the remaining day in a personal inspection of the establishment, aad 
aa examination of the principal officers in charge thereof. 

Decuments and schedules, hereunto annexed and respectively: 
marked, will exhibit, not only the course adopted by the committee 
in their iavestigationi but much other valuaUe matter eooBceteid with 
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the maDagement of the institution, its financial prospects, the condi- 
tioD of the convicts, &c. 

Affidavit marked A, contains the substance of the answers to the 
interrogatories propounded to J. H. Titus, agent of the Prison, under 
oath, by the chairman of the committee, relative to every branch 
thereof, coming legitimately within his immediate supervision. 

Affidavit marked fi, contains the substance of the answers, under 
oath, to the interrogatories propounded to Lemue 1 Goodel, Deputy 
Keeper, relative to those matters more directly under his control and 
observation. 

Affidavit marked C, contains the substance of the answers to the 
interrogatories propounded to Ira'C. Backus, chairman of the board 
of inspectors, under oath, relative to those matters pertaining to the 
duties of said board. 

Document marked A is a copy of the existing contract for the sup- 
ply of rations for the prison for the years 1844-5. 

Document marked B is a form of a State prison contract for letting 
out the labor and services of the convicts at the various mechanical 
branches pursued within the walls of the prison yard. 

Document marked C embraces certified extracts from the records 
ot the board of inspectors, touching the proceedings had in the vari- 
ous cases of escapes within the last year. 

Schedule marked D contains a copy of the ^* Rules for the govern- 
ment and discipline of the Michigan Penitentiary," as now existing 
and claimed to be in force. 

Documents marked E contains a brief statement of the receipts and 
expenditures on account of the prison, from October 81st, 1889, to 
October Slst, 1844, together with the average number of convicts, 
' and the gross amount of their earnings for each of said years. 

Document F contains a statement of the receipts and expenditures 
for the last year, made up from the annual report of the agent an^ 
ineluding the two items embraced iti the payments from the gen- 
eral fond, as appears from the last annual report of the auditor gen- 
eral, assuming that the fiscal year of the prison and of the auditor 
general's department closed at the same pei^iod of time, to wit : on 
the Slst of October last. 
It will be observed, that by comparing the several sums which have 
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been received from the treasury on account of said prison, a^ stated 
in the annual report of the agent a nd inspectors for the year ending 
as aforesaid, with the two items placed under the head of "^ payments 
from the general fund," as set forth in the last annual report of the 
auditor general, that a discrepancy to a considerable amount seems to 
exist, in consequence of which, and without an explanation, the pub- 
lic mind might be misled in reference to the manner of keeping the 
prison accounts, and perhaps, in some cases, their correctness might 
be very seriously questioned. 

In the lirst place it is admitted that a discrepancy does exist in the 
amounts received and charged, as appears from the annual reports 
above referred to, to wit : the prison accx>unts exhibit only the sum 
of 9,000 dollars as received from the treasury on account of the cos- 
vict department, and the sum of $800 on account of the special appro- 
priation for machinery, A>th of which sums amount to 9,800 dollars; 
whereas, the accounts of the auditor general show that the ** expenses 
of the state prison " have been 14,915 84*100 dollars, and in addition 
to which the sum of 800 dollars, being an *< appropriation for ma- 
chinery," making a total of 15,715 34-100 dollars, from which de« 
duct the before mentioned sum of 9800 dollars, being the amount 
credited the treasury on the prison books, as before stated, and the 
difference will be 5,915 34-100 dollars ; or in other words, the< 
accounts of the auditor general show that the amount pa/d from the 
treasury on account of the state prison, exceeds the amount credited 
the treasury on the prison books by the last mentioned sum. The 
reasons for which are herewith respectfully submitted, as follows ; 

According to the existing state prison laws, the salaries of the 
agent, clerk, deputy and assistant keepers, inspectors, physician, and 
the expenses of conveying convicts to prison, are paid directly from 
the treasury on the warrant of the auditor general ; consequently the 
funds lor the above purposes cannot, by any provision of law at pre- 
sent existing, come into the hands of the agent, or form any part of 
the disbursements on the books of the prison ; neither can Xhfi amounts 
expended for the purposes above mentioned be accurately known at 
the prison, unless the information is given by the auditor general. 
By reference to the annuel report of the financial affairs oi" the prison, 
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it will be perceived that no itetns of expenditure for the purposes be- 
fore enumerated are therein embraced. 

In the second place, the fiscal year of the state prison, according 
to the statute, closes on the 31st day of October of each year, and 
that of the auditor general's department on the 8 1st day of November 
of each year ; by which circumstance a variation of one month must 
necessarily exist ; or to be more explicit, the payn^ents from the 
treasury on account of the prison, made in the month of November, 
1844, would not be embraced in the prison accounts for the year end- 
ing 31st October, 1844, but such payments toauJd be included in the 
annnal report of the auditor general for the year ending the 30th of 
November, 1844, as a part of the expenses of the state prison ; and 
the same payments, on the other hand, would appear in the annual 
report of the state prison for the year ending 31st October, 1845. 

These various documents, hastily select^ and thrown together, will 
speak for themselves, and convey a general idea of the condition of 
the establishment. The convicts seem to be generally fat, healthy 
and industrious, obedient to the rules and regulations, manifesting a 
subdued and quiet temperament ; the natural result of the adoption of 
a system of rational and moral culture, till within a few years past 
wholly unknown and unappreciated, except, perhaps, in theory. 

From the testimony, and from other evidences^ the committee are 
satisfied thai the convicts have not. been over-tasked or misused by 
keepers or contractors, and that as much regard is had for their health 
comfort, intellectoal and moral improvement, as their condition will 
permit under existing regulations. 

The committee, however, would here take occasion to make a sug- 
giostion, that while the expense would not be enhanced materially, 
the health of the prisoners in warm or changeable weather woald be 
greatly promoted by the use of flannel next to the skin, instead of 
coUon. 

[n regard to the management of the prison, conduct of officers, sub- 
officers, ^c, the committee are satisfied there has been no material 
variance since the founding of the institution, and while under such 
circumstances, the committee deem it but justice to the agent to ex- 
lK>norate him from all blame or censure ; they cannot but express 
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their mirprisey that governnoent should have placed so much reliance 
oh bars and holtsj and so little on the vigilence of men employed and 
paid for services, which the proper officers of the state seem never to 
expect to be performed. The committee are of opinion that a strict 
tniUtttry government should be made to take the place of a civil code 
of regulations, to be observed by keepers and guards under all cir- 
cumstances ; that reliefs should be oflener, and that departures from 
active duty, except when relieved, should never be tolerated ; that the 
walls should be guarded by night as well as by day ; that the pri- 
son yard should be at all times during the night properly lighted ; 
that means should be provided for ascending the walls, inaccessible 
to any, save the guards ; that no guards or keepers should be permit- 
ted, under any circumstances, to exchange regular and permanent 
duties ; and that the deputy keeper should be required strictly to con- 
form to the provisions of the latter part of section eight of the act to 
amend an act to provide for the government and discipline of the state 
prison, approved March 25, 1844. 

The attention of the legislature is respectfully called to the inves- 
tigations had, and records kept, in the cases of escapes during the past 
year, and to the condition of the two hoys and one female, for whom 
no provision is made, different from that of any ordinary convict 

There does not appear to be any apartment or arrangements what- 
ever for a proper disposition of female convicts, and the single female 
convict now there, instead of being in prison, is necessarily employ- 
ed as a servant in one of the assistant keeper's liouses. 

Intimately connected with this point of the subject is that of two 
chtMren now incarcerated in the prison, and horded in common with 
hardened villains of the blackest dye. 

The committee are of opinion that the dictates of reason and hu- 
manity woald call for a somewhat different course to be pursued to- 
ward children under 12 or 15 years of age, who from neglect of pa- 
rents or guardians, or perhaps from the loss of both, may unfortunate- 
ly find a home in this institution ; 'an additional portion of their time 
should be allotted to the improvement of their minds and morals, and 
additional safeguards thrown around their associations, calculated to 
restore them at the expiration of their terms of service to the bosom 
of the community as useful citizens. 



Joint D«c.] 6 [No. 16. 

• 

The attention of the committee was called to the various blanches 
of business carried on within the workshops, and the committee was 
happy to find that the branches most profitable to the contractors and 
to the institution^ are those which will least of all operate to conflict 
with and injure the mechanical interests in the surrounding country. 

From the accompanying documents it will appear that corporeal 
punishments are resbrted to in cases of emergency, and although the 
popular cry has id a great measure rendered this mode of punishment 
odious to the refined sensibilities of the 19th century, your commit- 
tee have yet to learn a more efficient and safe resort, under all cir- 
cumstances when judiciously applied. The cat-o-nine tails consists of a 
small raw hide about 18 inches long, covered with nine medium twist- 
ed cords from an eighth to a fourth of an inch in diameter, and about 
two feet long, which, as m use in this establishment, has never been 
known to lacerate the flesh, or draw blood, or produce any other injury 
beyond a mere momentary smarting, and a redness upon the surface. 
The bolt, baih, solitary confinement, for any length of time,^or the 
treadmill, while their effects upon the prisoner would be less saluta- 
ry, would yet be far more dangerous to life and health, particularly 
to those naturally troubled with pulmonary complaints or other disea- 
ses of the chest. 

In conclusion, the committee would remark, that, if there is one 
thing more than another which should call forth the attention and 
elicit the liveliest feeling of the philanthropist, the christain and the 
statesman, it is an institution of this character, which while based up- 
on the laws* of stern necessity, can yet be made to embrace and 
bri|ig within its^ope the elements of a pure disinterested system of 
moral and social reform. Stern necessity in the ei:ecution of the cri- 
minal jurispudence of the commonwealth and the prevention of crime 
in the salutary punishment of the guilty ; moral reform in the re- 
production of those sensations in the breast of the convict, best cal^ 
culated to elevate the moral and social feelings of the heart, by a 
judicious system of. moral suasion, governmental instruction and aiji 
enlightened system of rewards and punishments suited to the circum- 
stances of each particular convict ; and also by a judicious exercise 
of the pardoning power, on the part of the Executive, in cases where 
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evidently, the strict demands of justice have been satisfied, and the 
recipient can go back and be restored to his family, his friends, and 
ta community, a fit subject for the common enjoyment of the institu- 
tions of the land. 

All which is respectfully submitted* 

A. C. SMITH, 

CA'n JcitU Cam. 

R. b. Power, 
C. Davis, 
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' [Affidavit marked A.] 

J. H. Titus, being duly sworn, doth depose and tey, thML lie hte 
been agent of the State Prison, at Jackson, from June, 1899, to April, 
1640, and from the 1st of March, 1849) to the present timey md 
tbttt he has had charge of the Prison and the property thereunto be-< 
longing, between those dates respectively ; that there are employed 
in and about said Prison, the. folio wing persons, to wit i 

One deputy keeper — Lemuel Goodell. 

Five assistant keepers, viz : 

Thomas A. Swift, Benjamin F. Curtis, Elijah Dickson, Smith Titus, 
B. F. Rathbun. 

The deputy keeper and assistant keepers are nominated by the 
agent and confirmed by the boacd of inspectors. 

Nine guards, viz : 

■ — , E. Vauwie, O. C. Freeman, K. B. Webster, S. Chad- 
wick, Jr., H. R. Alden, B. C. Taylor, A. J. Henderson, D. Titue. 

The guards are appointed by the board of inspectors. 

One teamster — Don A. Coxdeil, who is engaged by the ageirl. 

This deponent further saith, that the convicts go out from their 
cells in the morning, in two gangs— ^ach gang accompanied by two 
assistant keepers— -to empty their buckets and to wash themselves.'--'^ 
Each assistant keeper is constituted a turn-key for a certab portion 
of the Cells assigned to him. There is a different key for each si(ihs 
of each story of cells, thus each key unlocks 41 cells. The buckets 
are emptied into a sewer connected with the river. Alchohol is used 
in the prison under the direction of the physician as a medicine, and 
in no other way to the knowledge of this deponent. There are five 
guards constantly on duty from the time the prisoners are unlodced 
in the morning until they are locked in at night, viz: One on each 
side of the yard wall, and one at the gate. (The guard at the gate 
leaves his post to get his dinner, while the convicts are within the pri« 
son hall eating their dinner, at which time the doors are looked, and 
€(il the guards are on the walls. ) Four guards are on doty during 
the nighty viz: Two in the prison yard and two within the prison 
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locked in ; these change posts — ^that is, those outside take the posts 
of those inside, and those inside take the posts of those outside, 
once in three hours, and the whole guard is relieved every six 
hours in the night, ^he guard get upon tlie walls by the means 
df laddemon the outsidoi one o^f which is near. the front gate and 
the other near the centre of the ^eaat wall. ' The ladders sure 
notTomoved at night. The convicts aredesignnted by their isirnajiffie. 
Ttfere^are now under the charge of this deponent 110 coavicts^-to* 
witc 109 males and one feniale, whose "Bgeb are iusfollowei;^ . - 
Over 10 and under 13 years of age, I i 

*i 1ft «< . 9.ft a ii ^^ 

c« a& i< . .aft «( <« . ^Q- 
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The. pld^t convict ia 78 years, of age* Th^ y<Qungest of the two 

boys was convicted of arson, and was sentenced.fpr three years ^ he 

has two years aod nine months tp serve yet. The other boy was c^n- 

Yiated of krceayf was sentenced for three years, and has one year 

and nifXQ months to serve yet. Of the 110 convicts, 14 are negroes, 

and 96 ar^e white^ 

.. The ppovisio^sof section 50 of the act approved April 17, 1839» 

reUtive^'to the property of convicts, are as .strictly complied with as 

(^.nature pf the case, will admit. There are now no funds. of the 

^oaviota invest0d under the provisions of said act. The prison diet 

OoQbsists of bi^ead, meat, potatoes and rye-coffee, sweeten^ with mo- 

IfMwes, .for brl^akfast ; meat, bres^d, potatoes^ ai^j^6c^a&|pnaUy soup 

Aiade of meat anii beanst with cold wAter for 4rijpk,. for dinner. The 

liieat aonsistd of prime pork, pitime beef, and one d^y in a week, fresh 

beef. Mash aadjnoiasses or corn Or wheat bread and coS*ee for su{h 

pei;. .lA. 'day's ration consists of the fodiowijQg, to wit ; 

12 ounces of psime pork, or 20 ounces of prinie beef, 
. 12 louncbs iirfaeat<ilour^ madec^ winter wjheat^ ground and not bolted, 

10 ounces sifted corn rmea], 
i gill molasses, and to each 100 rations, 4 qts. clean ry^ for cofiee^ 
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. 4 quarts clean salt, 

2 '' vinegar, 

4 *' while beans, 
2i ounces black pepper, and 

3 bushel^ potatoes. 

These rations are rurnished by contract, made pursuant to law. 
The cost now is 6} cents per ration, as per existing contract, a copy' 
jof which is hereunto annexed marked A. 

In cases of' disobedience of orders, or infringement of the regula- 
lations of the Prison, on the part of any convict, he is usually punish- 
ed by solitary confinement in his cell, by being ironed, or by whip- 
ping, as the case may require. There have been bdt seven cases 
of whipping within the past year, as recollected by deponent. No 
specific rule has ever been adopted as to the amount of punishment! 
It kas never been found necessary to inflict more than a dozen or 
seventeen lashes to secure bbedience. Corporeal punishment has not * 
usually been inflicted without first consulting the board of inspectors. 
No' record is made of any ofiences committed by convicts, investiga- 
tions had thereon, or punishments inflicted, except in cases submitted 
to, and investigated by the inspectors. Contractors overlooking their' 
work are not allowed to. reprimand or correct the convicts in any case 
whatever. An assistant keeper is always in attendance in each of 
the shops with the convicts while at work, except in the ironfpunde- 
ry and finishing shop, one assistant keeper having charge of both 
these shops. * • ■ ^ .. . . 

The assistant keepers are authorized by the board of inspectors^ to 

reprove, correct or punish convicts under their charge during the 

day, but are not allowed to inflict corporeal punishment, except in 

cases of surprise or attack ; and in those cases it is the duty of the 

assistant keeper to forthwith report all the facts to the agent. Such * 

authority has been exercised by the assistant keepers but two or three 

times^ within the past year. No fixed plan is acted upon in punish- 

ing'convicts corporeally ; as to its being done in the presence of Qtber 

convicts or in secret. It is usually inflicted in the prison hallj at the 

door *6f the convict's cell, in the "presence of such as mavteinci- 

dentally in sight. 

• ' . ' * ' • ,*»..'■■,-.<*,* '♦ 

Contractors have not the right to fix, independently of the board of 

Dspectors or agent, the amount of labor to be done by such of the con- 
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viets as may be under their control. The plan pursued, is to aacer- 
tain as nearly at may be, the quantity pf work each convict is capa- 
ble and competent to perform, and then to require of him to do that 
amount No regulations contrary to the above have been enforced 
in the coopering department Convicts are not allowed to receive 
presents, except lights, for the purpose of reading, in the long winter 
evenings, which is now prc^ibited — ^books and refreshments for the 
sick, — all presents must pass through the hands of some officer of the ' 
prison. Convicts are permitted to go without the walls of the prison 
yard, for the purposes of labor by permit of the agent or deputy 
keeper. Grangs engaged at the quarries, are always under the charge 
of an armed assistant keeper or guard, or legal substitute. Individu- 
al convicts, such as have become superanuatedj or whose terms have 
nearly expired, or have rendered themselves worthy of confidence, 
by their good conduct, are occasionally engaged in teaming, or other 
employment without the yard walls, unattended by any guard or as- 
sistaat keeper. The convicts take their meals in the hall of the pri- 
son, between the cells and the wall of the main building, where di- 
vine jservice and Sabbath school is held every Sabbath. 

There were seven escapes within the past year ; six of whom were 
subsequently retaken, to wit : May 18, 1844, Sanford Smith escaped 
while working at the stone quarry without the walls ; not retaken. — 
On the third of July, M. Conroy and H. Crawford escaped by saw- 
ing off two pickets while at work on the wall in the afternoon of that 
day. They were retaken on the Aflh of the same nionth. July 20th 
J. Vanwormer, Jno, Kaiting and Daniel Walker escaped in the iKior- 
ning by climbing the walls, by means of a plank which they obtained 
while spreading their bedding to air. Two guards fired at them 
without effect. Vanwormer was caught immediately ; Kaiting was 
retaken on the 21st, and Walker on the 22nd of the same month. — 
On the 22nd November last, J. M. Crane escaped in the morning be- 
fore the guards were stationed on the walls, or the prisoners unlock- 
ed. It is usual to let those oonvicts who act as cooks, out very early 
to get breakfast for the other convicts. Crane was let out by mistake. 
This deponent believes he climbed the east wall near the guards lad- 
der, by a pole which props the temporary guard house on the centre 
of the east wall. Said pole and guard house have not been removed 
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but are there now ; he wtis retaken the same day. The recjuisicion 
of rule 27* relative to substitute guards, or assistant keepers, has, in 
a^n cases been strictly complied with, though this deponent believes 
th^re may have been one or two exceptions. The regular guard wei^ 
on duty at the time of the escapes abo^e mentioned, except on the 
20th July, when there was a substitute on the walls in place of one 
of the regular guard; said substitute was one of those who fired at the 
refugees on that occasion ; and on the 18th of May, when Smith es- 
caped, the gang was^^in charge of a substitute guard. Rules 4 and 7 
are strictly enforced in regard to strangers or persons not known to 
the guard at the gate, and in all other cases at the discretion of the 
agent. It is the duty of the deputy keeper, under the directions of 
the inspectors, to see that the guards arms are properly loaded, and 
kept in effective order. The guards are instructed occasionally, to 
fire off their muskets and pistols, that they may be known to be in 
condition for service. 

The prison dress is a cotton and wool fulled cloth jacket and trow- 
sers, and cotton shirt ; the jacket and trowsers are striped black and 
white an inch wide ; the clothing is all wove, and made by the con- 
victs. Convicts working in the furnace, and the old and infirm, and 
others, whose health is supposed to require it, are furnished flannel 
shirts. This deponent's experience leads him to believe, that there 
would not be any material difference in the cost of cotton or woolen 
shirts for all the convicts, and that it would be conducive to their gene- 
ral health. The prisoners change their under garments once a week, 
and are shaved once a week; they wash themselves prior to each 
meal. The cells are inspected by the board of inspectors once a month 
— they are swept out daily under the inspection of an assistant keeper, 
and are frequently whitewashed. 

The contracts have all been let in conformity with the provis? 
ions of the act approved 17th February, 1842, A copy of the form 
generally used in these contracts is hereunto annexed, marked H. — 
The contracts for prison labor remain as at deponents last annual re- 
port, dated October 31st, 1344. The wood consumed in runnii^ the 
engine is furnished by the contractors ; that used in warming th« 
shops, in part by the state and in part by contractors, according to 
the specifications of the several contracts. 
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Th^ two boys now in the prison are treated in every reispect a3 the 
other convicts. Nearly all the convicts can rec^d and write^ many of 
wKom have acquired the art. since their imprisonment here. Con- 
victs are employed as engineers and firemen under the direction of 
one of the contractorst who built the engine. The r/bole expense of 
running the engine and keeping it in repairt is borne by the contrao* 
tors who have the use of it. 

Sworn to and subscribed before rae ) 
this seventh day of March, A. D., f J. H. TITUS. 

1B45. ) 

A. C, Smith, Chairman of Committee. 



[B.] 

Lemuel Goodell, of lawful age, being duly sworn does depose and 
say that he is a deputy keeper in the state prison, has been employed 
in that capacity about three years ; deponent has a general superin- 
tendence in and about the prison and adjoining yard. In summer more 
particularly engaged in superintending the erection of the walls of 
the yard ; as a general thing, the contractors who employ the convicts 
treat them well ; has never known any contractors require more la- 
bor of a convict than he could reasonably perform ^ do not recollect 
but one instance where a contractor has even usurped authority over 
convicts unusual or iniproper. Their clothing and bedding is usual- 
ly changed weekly, or as often as circumstances would seem to re- 
quire. In order to preserve cleanliness, ventilators leading from the 
various cells are usually 3 a 6 inches, producing sufficient draught 
for a free ventillation and a healthy atmosphere in the cells. Depo» 
nent has never kept a regular daily diary or journal of the proceed- 
ings ojf the prison* in pursuance ot the requirements of section 8 of 
the act approved March 25, 1840, either in regard to infractions of 
rules, or violations of duty on the part of officers, guards or convicts, 
but has usually made a report of all principal matters or transac- 
tions in writing to the board of inspectors at any of their stated meet- 
in£f5, when required so to do by said board ; have sometimes bad bad 
provisions conrie on to tjie table — this has never been Jtqowingly done 
— sometimes provisions have been returned jn consequence of bad 
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quftiity ; never noted such facts on a journal-^ but has usually report- 
ed such facts to the proprietors ; no intoxicating drinks used or allows 
ed to be used within the walls of the prison yard by the convicts, in 
any case whatever, unless prescribed by the physician. 

At the time the three convicts escaped over the north wall, the 
guard had necessarily led the wall for a few minutes, and no person 
was at the time upon the wall ; the guard was a substitute guard, and 
was on the ground oatside the wall when the prisoners came over^^ 
sub&titute guard fired an alarm guti, and the regular guard upon the 
^st wall fired his gun at the last convict who went over the wall. 
Convicts were all immediately retaken. Deponent was not present, 
and does not know of any investigation connected with said escapes. 
Does not recollect any other facts in this matter different from those 
stated by the agent and hereto annexed. Ladders stand against 
thenvall on th ejoutside for the use of the guards to ascend on to the 
wall ; has never known strangers to go over the wall or get over the 
wall into the yard. Deponent has sometimes heard convicts com- 
plain that they had not a sufficient quantity of provisions ; has al- 
ways reported such fisicts to both agent and inspectors ; has heard no 
complaints of the kind for more than a month. Hes never beard any 
eonvict complain of ill treatment received from keepers or guards; 
thinks 4hac if they were ill treated they would have no hesitancy to 
mtkB their complaints known. Convicts are well informed in re- 
'gtird to their rights secured to them by laws or prison regulation& 
HaS'lieard complaints from convicts working. at the coopering buei- 
KI08S, alleging that they were overtasked ; those complaints have been 
always investigated by the inspectors. Deponent thinks none of 
tbem have ever beeQx>verta8ked ; some of them ^ as journeymen, oom^ 
pkdned Vhea required to set up eight flour barrels per day, when in 
iact others in the same shop were voluntarily setting up twelve simi** 
har omes per day ; the setting up of from six to eight barrels usually 
eenstitates not more than a day's work for an ordinary journeyman 
«eoper. * Intoxicating drinks are sometimes used by the keepedrs and 
guards.; does not know to what extent ; there are rules in being pro- 
hibifting : the. employment of men in either capacity who use such 
dxnik8*;'^ba8 flometinteBseeb some of the keepers, and als9 gaards* 
tliey exhibited very plain evidosces of iniaKication ^.^heee ^^ 
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carrences are not frequent. Frequently during the sight passes 
through the establishment to see that the guards perform their duty ; 
usually in the ibre part of the night or evening ; once in a while in 
the middle of the night. When the guards are stationed in the night, 
if they should neglect their duty or fall asleep, there is no way of de- 
tecting the fact, known to deponent. Two guards have been dia- 
icharged during the past year for misconduct in sleeping while on duty. 
A brother of the agent is employed as an atsistant keeper* also a son 
as a day guard at the gate ; one nephew is employed as a teamster. 
No other relative of the agent is employed in or around the establish- 
ment. 

LEMUEL GOODELL. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this sixth day of March^ 1845, 
A. C. Smith, Chairman of Committee, 



[C] 

Ira C. Backus, of lawful age, being duly sworn, does depose and 
say, that be is chairman of the board of inspectorsr has been stteh 
since the spring 1639 ; is generally present at all of the meetings of ihe 
board. Deponent saith that the statements this day made by the agent 
and deputy keeper, and hereunto annexed, touching the management 
of the prison establishment is true, so far asdeponent has the means 
of knowing. Deponent has access at all times to all parts of the 
prison, and also, the books, and records, and papers thereof; has oe- 
ver heard convicts complain of ill treatment from any ope, exGept 
occasionally for a want of provisions, and of being overtasked ; all 
of which cases were investigated, and when- ascertained by the bocurd 
to be well founded, the cause thereof was immediately removed ; oan- 
not relate any other facts, touching the escapes noentioned by Ihe a» 
gent, other than those mentioned by said agent and the deputy keepr 
er. An examination was had in every instance mentioned/ and a 
record thereof made. Is not positive that there was any investigation 
in case of the escape from the quarry« No case of intoxication a- 
Riong guards or keepers, has come to deponents knowledge^ for about 
two years past. Cases might have existed without deponents knowl- 
edge ; none of the ^ardsat present, use intoxicating drinks to tba 
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knowledge of deponent. The agent, deputy keeper, clerk, eseistant 
keepers, physician and inspectorsi are ail paid an annual salary out 
of the state trea^ury» on the certificate of the clerks except the blerk 
who is paid on the certificate of the board of inspectors. These se- 
veral sums are not included in the periodical acconnts of the estab- 
lishment. The agent receives a salary of $750 ; deputy keeper 9500>$ 
five assistants, each, 8400 ; clerk (500, as clerk of the board, and 
$100 as clerk of the building departments; physician, 9^00 ; inspec- 
tors, §2 per day each, but not to exceed $60 each for any one year. 
Cbaplam receives $100 per annum, out of the funds received at the 
gate from visitors. Visitors pay one shiMing each on entering the 
yard ; the fund from this source has for the lost three years averaged 
over $150 per annum. There are 121 cells completed and in condi* 
tioQ for use, and 43 more nearly complete. The treatment from the 
keeper and deputy keeper, has usually been kind and humane, and 
that corporeal punishment has been less frequent during the past 
year than formerly. A good state of order and subordination has 
been preserved among the prinoners. No person sleeps in the prison 
office ; the guards in the prison yard are required to visit all the shops 
and out buildings of the department once every thirty minutes. 
' IRA C. BACKUS. 

Sworn to and subscribed this sixth day of March, 4< D. 1845^ 
A. C. Smith, Chairman Joint Committee, 



[copy.] 

(Document marked A.) 

Memorandum of an agreement made and entered into by Abram 
V. Berry and Ethan H. Rice,, under the name and style of Berry 4t 
RicCy of Jackson, in the county of Jackson, and State of Michigan, 
parties of the first part, and Jonas H. Titus of t4ie s^me place, agent 
of the State prison, party of the second part. 

Witnesseth — that for, and in consideration of the covenants and 
agreements hereinafter mentioned^ the said parties of the first part 
hereby agree and bind themselves ta furnish the day rations for t^a 
eonviets, who are now or may be confined in the State prison, at 
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Jackflon atbresaidi for, and during the full term of one year from, 
and including the firatiday of December, A. D. 1844f according to the 
conditions and specifications hereafter set forth, via : The rations to 
be delivered at the prison daily or otheiwise, at the option of the 
agent, and to consist of the following quantities, viz : For each day 
ration, 13 ounces of pork, or 20 ounces of beef ; 12 ounces of wheat 
flour, to be made of good winter wheat, ground and not bolted ; 10 
ounces of Indian corn meal ; one half gill of molasses, and for each 
100 rations, 4 quarts clean rye, 4 quarts cl^an salt, 2 quarts good 
vinegar, 4 quarts white beans, 2} ounces black pepper, and B bushels 
of potatoes. Salt beef and salt pork to be furnished alternately each 
three days in each week. All the articles to be of good quality ; the 
pork and beef, such as will pass inspection as prime. 

The said party of the second part hereby covenants and agrees, 
and binds himself and his saccessors in office, to pay to the said par- 
ties of the first part, the sum of six and three fourths cents (6i) for 
each and every days ration, furnished and delivered as aforesaid, and 
to make said payments at the expiration of each month successively 
after such rations have been furnished ; provided, the said party^of 
the second part has funds in his hands £br thsit purpose. 

In witness whereof, the said parties have hereunto set their hands 
and seals, the first day of December, A. D. 1844. 

(Signed,) ABRAM V. BERRY, (l. b.) 
ETHAN H. RICE, (l. s.) 
JONAS H. TITUS, (l. s.) 
Agent State Prison. 
Signed and sealed in presence of W. Budinglon. 
1 hereby become security for the failhfiil performance of the fore- 
going contract, on the part and in behalf of the said Berry dc Rice, 
the party of the first part. Dated at Jackson, 1st December, 1844. 

(Signed,) J. B. EATON. 
Signed and sealed in presence of W. Budington. 

Stati Prison, 
JackgoHi 6th Marcht 1845. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original 

contract, now on file in this ofliee. 

W. BUDINGTON, Clerk & P. 



■ »- — — - 
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Form of a staie prison contract for letting the tabor of convicts^ At 
the mechanical branches, (See Act No* 81, sesgion laws qf 1842,^ 

Memorandum of an agreement made and entered into thia dajr 

of A. D. by and between Agent of the Mate 

prison at Jackson m the State of Michigan, pa)rty of the first part, 
and of party oftbeseoond part 

Witnesseth, that for and in consideration of the 
covenants and agreements hereinafter mentioned, the said party of 
the first part hereby agrees and binds himself and his successors in 
office, to let and lease to the said party of the second part, for and 
daring the fbll term of years from and aAer the date hereof, 

(or otherwise,) the labor and services of convicts^ who are 

now or may Jboreafter be confined in said prison, and at any time du- 
ring the said term of years. When required by the said party 
of the second part, said convicts are to be increased to the nufnber 
of provided they can be furnished by the said party of the first 
part, consistently with the then existing contracts, and with the in- 
terests of the State. 

The said party of the fii*st part further agrees and binds himself as 
aforesaid, that the said party of the second part may employ said con- 
victs at the business of whithin thayard and shops of said pris- 
on ; to fuinish suitable and convenient shop room for the employment 
of said convicts, (and other privileges, as the case may be.) Also 
the said party of the second part, or his foremen and agents, are to 
have the privilege of going out of and into said prison yard and shops 
at all proper times, and to bring in necessary materials for the pros- 
ecution of his business, and to carry out such articles and goods as he 
may manufacture under and by the provisions of this contract. Alao, 
the said party of the second part, his foremen, agents and others in 
his employ, at all times when in the prison, are to be subject tp and 
obey all rules and regulations which may from time to time be in 
force for the govbrnment and discipline of said prison. 

In consideration of the foregoing covenants and agreements, 
the said party of the second part hereby agrees^ and l^nds himself to 
take and employ the before mentioned number of convicts ai 
the aforesaid busines of within the yard and Aeipt of 
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tticl prison ; and ha further agrees and hinds himself as aforesaid, 
lo pay for the labor and services of said con?icts at the rate of 

cents per day each for able bodied men (co^vict8») 
and cents per day each for aged and invalid con- 

victs, according to the branch of business. And tb« said party of the 
;wGond part further agrees to make the payments for the labor and 
services of the convicts aforesaid in quarterly instalments, or every 
three months in advance. 

In witness whereof the said parties have hereunto set their hands 

and seals the day and year first above written. 

— — — (l. s.) 

.1 I (l. s.) 

Signed and sealed in presence ot 
A. B' ' ' 

For a valuable consideration I hereby become security for the faith- 
ful performance of the conditions of the foregoing contract, on the 
part and in behalf of the party of the second part 

(L. a.) 

Signed and sealed in presence of 
A. B . 



[C] 

At a regular monlbiy meeting of the board of inspectors held at the 
prison office, on Monday the 22d day of July, 1844 — present, J. C. 
Backus, Lewis Bascom, Inspectors. 

The inspectors visited the prison and report the same in good or- 
der, and the rations are good and abundant. 

The board examined into the escape of three convicts, which took 
place on Saturday morning last, and found no particular cause of com- 
plaint, but would recommend greater vigilance in the officers and 
guards, end that the guards are hereby required to shoot at a target 

nsiore frequently. Adjourned. 

[Signed,] J. C. BACKUS, 

L. BASCOM. 

At an adjourned meeting of the Inspectors held at the prison office 
00 Monday^ jthe 25tb Noxiatsriber, 1844-«-*pre8ent, J. C. BACKVMt I>* 
Ba«gq¥« 
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The drafls of the several annual reports for the year ending SJlst 
October, were read by the clerk, and ordered to be copied. 

Whereas, J. M. Crane, a convict, escaped from prison on the 22d 
inst., in consequence of having been left unlocked the night previous, 
and the board proceeded to examine into the matter. 

J. M. Crane, convict, says, that, having stayed out to his work un* 
til the convicts had eaten supper ; he then came in, and after eating 
his supper went to his cell, and not being observed by any one, bis 
cell door remained unlocked through the night, and when the cooks 
and others who go out early in the morning were unloeked,he (Crane) 
walked out with them and escaped over the wall. This was before 
daylight. 

B. C. Taylor, guard, sworn, says he went on duty inside at nine 

o'clock P. M., does not know that Crane's cell was unlocked ; tried 

the cell doors as usual, and found all fast ; was on duty until twelve 

o'clock. 

E. Van Wie, guard, sworn, says he was on duty same night at dark 

-—tried all the cell doors as usual, found none unlocked* 

B. H. Curtiss, assistant keeper, sworn, says he locked up the con- 
victs as usual, and Crane was not in his cell when he (Clirtiss) left 
the walls; gave the key to Van Wie or Freemen ; (guards,) saw 
Crane eating supper ; it was Van Wie's duty to lock up Crane ; did 
not speak to Van Wie about it, 

Ader the above examination, the board came to the conclusion that 
Curtiss and Holt are b!amable« Curtiss, for leaving the walls before 
' every cell was locked, and Holt, for permitting Crane to pass him 
in the morning without ascertaining that he came out with the per- 
mission and knowledge of the guard then on doty inside, who are 
^on^iderod not altogether blameless, for not ascertaining that Crane's 
tell was unlocked through the night. Adjourned. 

(Signed.) J. C. BACKUS, 

L. BASCOM, 

Irupectars. 

1 h^rebj^ certify the foregoing to be a true transcript from the in* 
dtiictors' record. 

W. BUDINGtON, 

Clerk State Prieon, 
Stats PatsoN, > 
Jaekstmi March $, 1845. ) 
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Note : — In the case of the escape ofSanford Smith from the stoae 
quarry, on the 18th May, 1844, the inspectors did not deem ic expe- 
dient to have an investigation, and in the escape of M. Conroy, and 
H. Crawford, on the 3d of July, 1844, there was no investigation in- 
stituted by the inspectors, as the board consisted of but two inspect- 
ors, and one of them was absent out of the state. 



[D.] 

Rules for the government and disdpUne of the Michigan 

Penitentiary. v 

1. It shall be the duty of the agent to attend as constantly at the 
prison as his official duties will admit of, and to see that the following 
rules and regulations are strictly observed and enforced. 

2. As it is expected that the deputy keeper will be more constant- 
ly in attendance than the agent, therefore it shall be his duty to see 
that these rules and regulations^ and any order or direction from 
the agent, are strictly enforced and complied with by the assistant 
keepers, guards and convicts. Also to see that strict discipline is 
enforced, and to report to the agent, when present, any violation or 
neglect of duty, on the part of said keepers and guards. 

3. The deputy keeper shall see that the assistants continue in the 
discharge of their duty, until the convicts are secured for the liight. 

4. It shall be the duty of the assistant keepers to attend constantly 
at the prison — to unlock and lock up the convicts— to see that good 
order is preserved wherever their duty calls them — to wait upon visi-' 
tors — ^to see that no persons go into the prison, or about the yard, or 
speak to the convicts without permi^on — to hold no unnecessary con- 
verMition with the convicts — and to punish instanter^ if necessary to 
keep good order, any convict for ix violation of these rules, 

5. It shall be the duty of the clerk l,o receive, weigh, and keep an 
accurate account of all the provisions delivered at the prison. 

6. It shall be the duty of the assistant keepers to weigh out the dai- 
ly rations, and to keep an account of the same. 

7. Any and all persons calling on business with a contractor^ shall 
be conducted to the work shop by an assistant keeper ; it shall then 
be the duty of said contractor to see that such persoA or pemoas have 
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ho conversatbn with any convict, and after their business is closed y 
that they go directly from the shop out of the yard. 

8. No person shall be employed as keeper or guard, who is in the 
habit of using intoxicating liquors, or addicted to the use of profane 
language, and any keeper or guard wlio shall violate this rule, shall 
be forthwith discharged by the agent. 

9. It shall be the duty of the assistant keepers and guards who may 
have charge of the convicts when at work« to see that said convicts do 
not leave the work shop, or other place of work without permission, 
and no keeper or guard shall at any time permit a convict to go out 
side of the yard, without the consent of the agent. 

10. It shall be the duty of the guards at all times, except with the 

permission of the agent or deputy keeper to the contrary, to be in or 

about the prison, ready to attend to any duty required by the keepers^ 

and every guard shall at all times keep his gun loaded and in good or* 
der. / 

11. The guards shall, when on duty^ wear their cartridge box and 

bayonet belt, and each of them shall always have at least six spare 
cartridges and balls or buck shot in his cartridge box. 

12. The guards shall be on duty at all times, keep their guns or 
other arms in their hands, and shall at no time allow a convict to 
come within less than four paces of them. 

13. The guards shall not speak to a convict at any time, unless 
it is actually necessary to keep order, and said guard shall not permit 
any person to come within one rod of, or to speak to a convict, un- 
less in the presence of a keeper. 

14. The guards shall hold no conversation with any person while 
on duty, or suffer any person to come on the wall, without the per- 
mission of the agent or deputy keeper. 

15. The guards when on duty shall generally keep on their £eetf 
either standing or walking, and keep a close watch over the convicts, 
and in case any of said convicts shall attempt to escape, the guards 
shall use all the means in their power to stop them. 

16. The guards while on duty at night in the prison, or at any oth- 
er time and place, shall have no conversation with the convicts, and 
they shall prevent any whispering or talking of one convict with an- 
other — also to pass through the workshops every half hour during the 
night. 



Joint Doc.) 124 No. 16 

17. The bell shall be rung according U> the direction of the agent 
or deputy k eeper. 

18. The first bell, moroiogt noon and night, will be the signal for 

the guards to be at their posts, and at the second bell in the morning, 

« 

the assistants will be ready to attend to their duty, and unlock the cells 
of the convicts. 

10. The guards will all remain on duty until the convicts have 
finished their meals, and are conducted to their several places of 
work, at which time the relieved guard will go to their meals, and 
no guard shall leave his post vacant at any time without permission 

20. At noon, when the convicts have marched within the walls, it 
shall be the duty of one of the guards stationed over the gate, to go 
and attend the prison door, so that the assistant keepers may go to 
their meals, and be ready to take charge of the convicts when they 
come out from dinner. 

31. It shall be the duty of the contractors, assistant keepers, and 
guards, to report to the agent or deputy keeper, the name of any of 
said keepers or guard who shall violate any of these rules and regu- 
lations, and also to report as aforesaid, the name of any convict who 
shall refuse to comply with said rules and regulations. 

22. The guards shall not at any time discharge their fire-arms on 
the prison ground, unless for the purpose of preventing the escape of 
convicts, and any assistant keeper or guard who shall read or sleep 
while on duty, may be forthwith discharged. 

28. No keeper, guard, contractor or other person shall be allow- 
ed to smoke within the walls of the prison or workshops, or in any 
other place within the yard, in the presence of tbe convicts. 

24. No convict shall be allowed to smoke at any time or in any 
place, except so ordered by the physician. 

25. It shall be the duty of the physician to attend upon the sick at 
the prison, at all times when necessary, with due care and fidelity. 

20. It shall be the duty of the chaplain to attend the funeral of 
any convict — to preach to the convicts at the prison, once every Sab- 
bath at a stated hour, and to use all proper and necessary means for 
their moral and religious improvement 

27. No assistant keeper or guard shall at any time absent himself 
from duty without tbe knowledge and consent of eke agent or deputy 
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keeper, and in case leave of absence is granted, every such keeper 
^r guard shall, if necessary, supply his place by substituting some per 
son legally qualified, who shall first be approved by the agent or dep- 
uty keeper. 

28. No assistant keeper, guard, or contractor shall be alowed to 
pass any visitor through the prison or yard free of charge, except 
such as are allowed by law, without the permission of the agent. 

29. No keeper, guard, contractor, or other person, shall be allow- 
ed to traffic or trade with any convict — to buy of, or sell to — receive 
from, or give to any convict, any article manufactured in the prison, 
or any money, goods, wares, or merchandize, under any circumstan- 
ces whatever, without the special permission of the agent. 

30. Any keeper or guard, who shall refuse or neglect to enforce 
or comply with any of the foregoing rules, may be forthwith dis- 
charged by the agent. 

Approved by the Board. 

I. C. BACKUS, 

L. BASCOM, S^ Inspectors. 

B. H. PACKARD, 

W. BuDiNOTON, Clerk State Prison^ 1844. 



[E] 

Beeapitulation of the receipts and expenditures on account of the 
State Prison^ at Jackson, from the Slst October, 1839, to the 'Slsi 
October, 1844, together with the average number of convicts for 
each year, and the amount of their earnings dtsring the time afore- 
said. 

For the year ending Zlst October, 1840. 

Expended on convict department, $8,044 87 

do . buiiding do 19,762 76 

Received from the treasury on account of 

the convict department, * $7,800 00 

Received building do 19,462 00 

do for labor of convictSy 511 00 

^Amount earned by convicts, 

*Tbe annual report for tbis year does not contain an estimate of the labor performed bj the 
convictf. 

It may be proper also to remark bere, that the price of labor for the Statfr haa been etdmaled- 
at lets rates per day» from year to year, since 1841. 

4 





8,066 3d 




7,984 99 


7,000 00 




7,600 00 




1,07« 24 
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For the year ending Slst October ^ 1641. 

Expended on coHTict department, 

do building do 

Received from the treasury on account of 

the convict department, 
Received building do 

do for labor of convicts, 

do support of U. S. convicts, 

and from other sources, 1,122 81 

Amount earned by convicts, $7,063 39 

For the year ending Slst October^ 1842. 

Expended on convict department, 910,890 41 

do building do 2,549 35 

Received from the treasury on 

acc't of the convict departm't, 98,000 00 

Received building do 1,092 68 

do fqr labor of convicts, 2,762 41 

do support of U. S; con- 
victs, & form other sources, 2,099 14 
Amount earned by convicts, 810,127 00 

For the year ending Slst October^ 1843. 

Expended on convict department, $8,486 89 

I do building do 5,301 16 

Received from the treasury on 

acc't of the convict departm^ $8,000 00 

Received building do 

do for labor of convicts, 3,046 84 

do for support of U. S. convicts 

and from other sources, 740 66 

Amount earned by convicts $10,346 58 

For the year ending Zlst October ^ 1844. 

Expended on oonvict department, 9,6Q'3 31 

do building do 5,775 89 

Received from the treasury on account of 
the convict department, 9,000 00^ 
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Received building do 800 00 

do for labor of conviets, 5,16136 

do other sources, 311 58 

Amount earned by convicts, 10,947 



Aggregate of expenditures, i $86,054 46 

do receipts, $85,482 67 ===== 

Total earnings of convicts, $38,483 95 === 



Av'ge number of convicts for the year ending 31st Oct. 1840, 35 

« 4c « u «« a 1842, 75 
" *« a a a «« 1843^ 9I 

•* «< a a a «» 1844, 108 

Estimated expenses for t/ie^ mainiainance 0/* 150 and 200 convicts, 
respectively, for one year^ based on the cost of supporting an aver^ 
age of 113 convicts during the year ending dlst October y 1844. 

Actual expenditures during the year ending as aforesaid 
for the support of an average of 113 convicts, ac- 
cording to the prison accounts, $8,627 00 
And in the same proportion this amount would be re- 

quired for the support of 150 convicts, 9,859 84 

do do 200 do 11,526 04 

Note — The above amount of expenditures does not, for the year 
ending as aforesaid, include the several items paid by the Auditor 
General for the following purposes, viz : The salaries of the agent, 
clerk, deputy, and assistant keepers, physician, and inspectors, and 
for the conveyance of convicts to the state prison, all of which amounts 
are paid directly from the treasury, and do not appear in the prison 
books. 

Estimated amounts of the yearly earnings of convicts whose time may 
be let to contractors in the mechanical branches, — supposirg there 
may be in prison, 150 or 200 convicts respectively, based upon the 
amount earned a^ aforesaid, for the year ending the Z\st October, 
1844, at an average q/* 113 convicts : 

Amount of earnings at an average of 70 convicts, 

who have worked for contractors during the year 
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ending 31st October, 1844, t<^305 00 

Amount of earnings provided there are 120 con- 
victs employed for contractors at present prices, 9,248 00 
do do do 160 do, 12,381 00 
Note :" — For the year ending os aforesaid, there has been an ave- 
ragd of 113 convicts in the prison of whom an average of 70 have 
been employed by contractors, and it is assumed that when there 
should be 150 convicts in the prison, 120 could be contracted ; and 
when the number should be increased to 200, that 160 could be thus 
eontractde. 



[ F.] 

Herewith is subjoined a statement of the receipts and expenditure^ 
for the last year, made up from the annual report of the agent, and 
including the two items embraced in the payments from the general 
fund, as appears from the last annual report of the Auditor General, 
assuming that the fiscal year of the prison, and of the Auditor Gene^ 
ral's department, closed at the same period of time, to wit : on the 
Slst October last. 

Receipts^ 
From the treasury, on account of the convict depart- 
ment, per agent's report, 90,000 00 
From the treasury, appropriation for machinery, 80^ 00 
do do being the difference between the 
sum of $9,000 and the item, expenses of the State 
prison, per the Auditor General's annual report, •5,916 48 
From the treasury,contractors and others for convict 
labor, and from various sources, as set forth in 
the agent's report, 5,472 9S 
Balance due agent per annual report, Slst October, 

1844, 175 58 



$21,368 85 



DishursemenU, 
Expenditures on acc't of convict dept., $9,073 31 
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do do building do 5,775 tO 

This amount, for salaries of officerst expen- 
ses of carrying conricts to prison, paid by 
the Auditor General, and the same as 
item 3rd, in the foregoing receipts, ♦S.OIS 84 

•21,363 85 



The foregoing table exhibits the total receipts and expenditures 

on account of the State prison, for the year ending as aforesaid, to 
be as follows, viz : 

Received from the treasury and disbursed by agent, $0,800 00 
do # do do do Audi- 
General, •^OlS 34 
Received from various prison sources, 5,472 93 
This balance due the agent, 175 58 



ft2l,363 85 



Disbursed by the agent, C15,448 51 

do do Auditor General, *5,915 84 



•21,363 85 



All which is is respectfully submitted, by 

Your obedient servant, 

W. BDDINGTON, Clerk 8. P. 



StATR PaiSON, 

Jackson^ March 8, 1845 



■I 



*Ttd» amoant, m prevtoudy ftated. forma a part of (ha ^14,015 34. ■• oliargcd la (he Audi- 
tor General's report, for eipaaiea or the State prison *, |)ut it baa not oeen charged t6 the afenf 
•r rvoelved and disbursed bv Mm, and for the expeaditore of which, he if In no way aooount- 
able<— See seeUone 11 and 14; of «g( nmnber OS, sessioa laws of 1840 } alio, section 0, of ae| 
Bomber SI, session laws of 18IS. 



n 
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Jonathan D« Davis, of- lawful age, being duly sworn, does depose 
and say, that ke has been the regular physician of the state prison 
two years next Meiy ; is almost daily in and about the prison estab- 
lishment, is familiar with the rules and regulations of the department, 
have heard prisoners complain that their work was harder than they 
could endure, has frequently ordered a change of duty on the part of 
prisoners, who were complaining of seated pains; sometimes they 
were observed, and sometimes not. Establishment is usually healthy 
in winter ; considerable sickness in August and September of each 
year, principally intermittent and remittent fevers, colds and rheuma- 
tic complaints, prevalent in consequence of convicts working in the 
warm shops during the day and being shut up in damp cells at night ; 
the lower tier of cells more or less damp ; have never seen the fifth 
rule ienforced, it may harve been done sometimes. A hospital of 
some kind is required for the sick ; all necessaries obtained for their 
comfort when they can be got. 

In regard to a strict obedience to the rules, 1 have seen a violation 
of a part of the fourth, the fifth, seventh, eleventh^ part of twelfth, 
thirteenth, fourteenth, part of the sixteenth, and part of the twenty- 
second. Have heard convicts complain of the severity of overseers 
of workshops ; do not think their tasks very severe, think it is con- 
finement more than the labor that effects them. 

J. D. DAVIS. 

Sworn and subscribed before me this 11th day of March, 1845. 

L. C. Stkkle« Justice of the Peace. 

State Prison, ) 

JacksoHf March ll^ 1845. 5 

I hereby certify that Jonathan D. Davis,'the within deponent states 

that the answers to all the interrogatories propounded to him on the 

matters contained in the within deposition, are therein correctly set 

forth. And I further certify that said deposition has been submitted 

to, and examined by the agent and inspectors of the prison, and that 

they know its contents. 

W. BDDINGTON, 

Clerk of State Prison^ 



